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     News in brief

Spain surprise NZ at  
World Rugby Sevens 
 
CAPE TOWN: Mighty New Zealand suffered a 
shock start to their bid for the World Rugby 
Sevens Series at the Cape Town Stadium when 
they slipped to a 14-10 defeat at the hands of out-
siders Spain on Friday. Australia also had a setback 
on the opening day when they lost to Great Britain 
but it was the defeat of New Zealand, the most 
successful team in the history of the series, that 
was the big surprise in the men’s event. New 
Zealand, who reached the semi-finals of last 
week’s tournament in Dubai, produced an error-
ridden display against a tigerish Spanish team. The 
Spanish were good value for a 7-0 lead at half-
time, with Manu Moreno scoring a try after the 
hooter following a period of sustained pressure. 
New Zealand hit back with an unconverted try by 
Regan Ware immediately after the break but Spain 
made virtually certain of victory when Juan Ramos 
scored in the last minute. New Zealand’s Moses 
Leo scored with seconds remaining but there was 
no time to push for a New Zealand win. 
 
 
Odermatt lashes  
‘idiotic’ schedule 
 
VAL-D’ISERE: Swiss ski star Marco Odermatt took 
aim at the sport’s governing body Friday, calling their 
World Cup scheduling “idiotic” ahead of a packed 
program that saw him question whether skiers’ safety 
had been considered. Having returned from the cir-
cuit’s early-season North America swing on Monday, 
Odermatt is among the favorites for Saturday’s giant 
slalom in the French resort of Val d’Isere before five 
races in five days from Thursday in Italy. The 25-year-
old Swiss, who won last season’s overall World Cup 
title, is due to take part in two official training runs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, before Thursday’s downhill 
in Val Gardena - rescheduled after the Beaver Creek 
race was cancelled - before a super-G and a second 
downhill in the same setting. The following two days 
will see him race back-to-back giant slaloms in Alta 
Badia, Italy. “It’s a hell of a program, especially after 
three weeks in North America,” Odermatt said. “I’m 
trying to keep as much energy as possible. I find it 
totally idiotic on the part of FIS (International Ski 
Federation). Scheduling such a program of races is 
not thinking about safety. 
 
 

Yamaguchi and Tai  
cruise into decider 
 
BANGKOK: World champion Akane Yamaguchi on 
Saturday booked a ticket to the last stage of the 
season-ending badminton World Tour Finals in 
Bangkok, crushing Olympic gold medalist Chen 
Yufei. The Badminton World Federation shifted its 
$1.5 million flagship event to the Thai capital’s 
Nimibutr Arena after original host China dropped 
the tournament due to its tough COVID restrictions. 
The semi-final on Saturday was a rematch of a clash 
from Thursday in which Chen beat Yamaguchi in 
straight games in the women’s singles. Yamaguchi 
got off to a flying start in the latest match-up with 
feisty smash shots and fancy footwork but Chen 
fought hard to stay in contention. The Japanese 25-
year-old managed to seal the first game 21-19 after 
an electrifying final rally. Momentum stayed with her 
in the second, where she carved out a nine-point 
advantage by the mid-game interval before clinching 
it 21-10. “For the second game, I played well with all 
my power and skills and the win in the first game 
boosted my confidence and helped me win easily,” 
Yamaguchi told reporters.  —From AFP  

Sixers hold off Lakers as  
Bucks trounce Mavericks

Pelicans beat Phoenix 128-117; Suns fall to 16-10
WASHINGTON: James Harden seized command of 
a roller-coaster NBA contest in overtime to lift 
Philadelphia past the Los Angeles Lakers 133-122 on 
Friday after nearly squandering a 19-point lead. Joel 
Embiid scored 38 points and grabbed 12 rebounds, 
De’Anthony Melton added a career-high 33 points 
with seven steals and Harden scored nine of his 28 
points in overtime to spark the host 76ers to victory. 
Philadelphia seized a 102-84 edge early in the fourth 
quarter before the Lakers, who were led by 31 points 
from Anthony Davis, erased a nine-point deficit in 
the final 29 seconds to force extra time, aided by 
three 76ers turnovers in the span. 

But Harden’s heroics included a 3-point play, a 
jumper and four free throws as the Sixers began 
overtime with a 12-0 run and the Lakers missed their 
first nine overtime shots. “We should never have 
been in that position in the first place,” Embiid said. 
“That’s what we have been talking about all season 
long. “We’ve got to be better. It wasn’t good enough. 
We’ve got to be locked in for 48 minutes. “That end, 
that wasn’t us. But I’m glad we responded in over-
time and ended up winning.” 

LeBron James, who missed his first six shots, 
scored 23 points for the Lakers while Davis added 12 
rebounds despite foul trouble and reserve Austin 
Reaves had 25 points. Russell Westbrook delivered 
the first Lakers triple-double off the bench since 
Magic Johnson in 1996 with 12 points, 11 rebounds 
and 11 assists. Cameroonian star Embiid scored 20 
first-quarter points, matching the Lakers as the 
Sixers took a 31-20 lead, LA’s fewest first-quarter 
points this season. Embiid hit 8-of-9 shots from the 
floor, 2-of-3 from 3-point range. 

“I was trying to send a message to my teammates, 

just setting the tone offensively and defensively,” 
Embiid said. Davis picked up three fouls in the first 
five minutes and when he went to the bench, the 
76ers went on a 16-0 run over more than four min-
utes for a 24-12 advantage, the Lakers missing seven 
consecutive shots. “I was just trying to attack him, 
put him in foul trouble,” Embiid said. “That opened 
up everything.” 

Reaves sizzled in the second quarter as the 
Lakers sank 13 consecutive shots over a span of 
more than eight minutes to reach halftime down 61-
59. The Sixers (13-12) ended the third quarter on an 
11-4 run and began the fourth on a 9-1 spurt for their 
largest lead, only for the Lakers (10-15) to rally in 
the last seconds. Reaves went 2-of-3 from the free 
throw line, pulling LA within 120-119, but Davis, who 
had 21 points in the fourth quarter, stole an inbounds 
pass and was fouled. He sank the first free throw but 
missed the second, setting up overtime. 

 
Milwaukee beats Dallas  

NBA scoring leader Luka Doncic had 33 points 
for host Dallas but Brook Lopez made the game-
winning layup with seven seconds remaining to lift 
Milwaukee over the Mavericks 106-105. The 
Slovenian guard stretched his margin over second-
best scorer Giannis Antetokounmpo as the Bucks 
big man fouled out with 28 points, ending the Greek 
star’s career-best streak of 30-point games at eight. 

Zion Williamson scored 35 points and the host 
New Orleans Pelicans beat Phoenix 128-117 to keep 
their lead in the Western Conference at 17-8 while the 
Suns fell to 16-10. Williamson delivered a spectacular 
breakaway windmill dunk in the final seconds that 
touched off a post-game confrontation in which play-

ers had to be restrained. Memphis (17-9) kept pace 
with the Pelicans at home by beating Detroit 114-103. 

Kevin Durant scored 34 points while Kyrie Irving 
had 33 points and 11 rebounds to lead Brooklyn over 
visiting Atlanta 120-116. Harrison Barnes scored 20 
points and Domantas Sabonis added 18 points and 
18 rebounds to lead Sacramento’s 106-95 victory at 

Cleveland. D’Angelo Russell’s 30 points led 
Minnesota’s 118-108 triumph at Utah. German for-
ward Franz Wagner scored 34 points to lead 
Orlando over visiting Toronto 113-109. Julius Randle 
scored 33 points to power New York over host 
Charlotte 121-102 and Buddy Hield’s 28 points led 
Indiana over visiting Washington 121-111. —AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Anthony Davis #3 of the Los Angeles Lakers is guarded by Tobias Harris #12 of the Philadelphia 76ers 
during the third quarter at Wells Fargo Center on December 09, 2022. —AFP

Kuwait Riding 
Club rider  
secures title  

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Riding Club rider 
Rakan Al-Hasawi won the title of 
AlSaqb Equestrian Club Show 
Jumping tournament that was held at 
Messila Equestrian Club. He complet-
ed the course of the 135 cm height in 
63.18 cm without faults - beating 
Italian Antonio Morozo, Fawaz Al-
Subaie, Shaker Al-Kazimi, Latifah 
Alhajiri, Nick Chaning and Misk Al-
Marshoud.  

Chairman of Messila Club Bader 
Al-Mailam and Chairman of AlSaqb 
Club Mohammad Al-Mailam awarded 

the winners. “This the first tournament 
organized by AlSaqb Club during the 
current season.  The number of par-
ticipants exceeded 250 riders of both 
genders,” he said. Mohammad Al-
Mailam said there was a good coop-
eration between all equestrian clubs in 
Kuwait.  

Meanwhile, the 125cm event was 
won by Mohammad Al-Mousa - fol-
lowed by Abdallah Al-Awadhi, Awa 
Al-Tannak, Fawaz Al-Rashed, Miteb 
Al-Mutairi and Yousuf Al-Nuaimi 
respectively. Awas Al-Tannak won the 
115cm height - beating Zainah Al-
Nafisi, Mohammad Al-Wasmi, Saud 
Al-Marshoud, Shaker Al-Kazmi, 
Italian Alisandra Biko and Yaqoub Al-
Nasrallah. The 105 cm height was won 
by Dhari Al-Mutairi followed by 
Mohammad Al-Mulaifi, Mishal Al-
Khuwaiter and Tala Barakat. Mohammad Al-Mailam poses for a group photo with the riders.

Special Olympics  
Men’s Basketball 
Tournament  

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa  
 
KUWAIT: Special Olympics Men’s Basketball 
Tournament concluded on Thursday. The two-day 
event was organized by Kuwait Special Olympics in 
cooperation with Tomooh Sports Club. 60 players 

from 14 organizations participated. The tournament 
was carried out with the league system in two cate-
gories (16 to 21 years old and 22 and above) at 
Kuwait Basketball Federation’s hall at Sheikh Saad 
Al-Abdallah Complex. 

The first group title was won by the team of 
Omar Abdelsalamand Nawaf Abdelredha from 
Tomooh Club; Abdelmohsen Ali and Abdelwahab 
Essa (from Um Al-Quraschool);  Yousuf Ghuloom 
(from Kuwait Modern School) and Sultan Mizel 
( from Kuwait  Society for the Welfare of 
Handicapped Persons). The title of the second 
group was won by Omar Obaid (from Al-Maarefa 
school); Mohammad Bader (from Tomooh Club); 

Yousuf Khal i l  ( from Al-Huda school)  and 
Abdelaziz Mousa (from Conductive Education 
School). 

Head of Kuwait Special Olympics Hanaa Al-
Zawawi said the championship is part of Special 
Olympics’ attempts to broaden the participation of 
mentally challenged persons in sports with the 
opportunity to discover their talents. Al-Zawawi 
was pleased with the friendly atmosphere of the 
tournament -  thanking Tomooh Club, Public 
Authority for Sport, Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), Kuwait 
Basketball Association,  Information Ministry and 
media for their support. 

Miura, Kihara strike  
pairs gold for Japan  
in Grand Prix Final 

 
TURIN: Riku Miura and Ryuichi Kihara claimed a 
first pairs gold for Japan in the Grand Prix Final in 
Turin on Friday ahead of world champions Alexa 
Knierim and Brandon Frazier of the United States. 

The world silver medalists led all the way to push 
Knierim and Frazier into second spot after the free 
skating final in the Palavela with Sara Conti and 
Niccolo Macii taking a surprise bronze for hosts Italy 
in the six-team final. 

The Japanese survived errors with Kihara, 30, 
touching down on a triple salchow and 20-year-old 
Miura doubling a toeloop, but confirmed their form 
this season after wins in Skate Canada and the NHK 
Trophy to set themselves up as favorites for the 
world championships at home in Japan next year. 
“Today’s performance was not our best but we are 

really happy to win the first Grand Prix Final as a 
Japanese team,” said Kihara. 

“We both made some mistakes so we are upset 
about that. Overall we think it is a great experience for 
us heading into the World Championships in March in 
Japan.” The pair teamed up three years ago and won 
Olympic bronze with the Japanese team in Beijing, with 
Miura saying it was a “miracle” that all had come 
together for them. “I think meeting Ryuichi itself was a 
miracle,” said Miura of her partner who previously rep-
resented Japan with Narumi Takahashi and Miu Suzaki 
at the 2014 and 2018 Winter Olympics. —AFP 


