
 

Goalkeeper rescues  
Argentina in WCup 

 
DOHA: Emiliano Martinez came to the rescue for 
Argentina on a remarkable night of drama by saving two 
Netherlands penalties in the shootout to send his country 
through to the World Cup semi-finals. The Aston Villa 
goalkeeper was barely tested for the best part of 90 min-
utes as Argentina swept into a two-goal lead before sub-
stitute Wout Weghorst engineered an incredible Dutch 
fightback in the quarter-final. 

Argentina were stunned as Weghorst equalized in the 
11th minute of added time, forcing an extra 30 minutes to the 
astonishment of the 88,235 in attendance at Lusail Stadium 
- nearly all of those rooting for Lionel Messi and his team-
mates. But Martinez seized his opportunity to be the hero 
just when it looked as if Argentina were set to face more 
World Cup agony, flying to his right to palm away Virgil van 
Dijk’s opening effort from the spot. After Messi, who had 
doubled Argentina’s lead during the game with a penalty, 
coolly rolled home his team’s first attempt, Martinez flung 
himself to his left to deny Steven Berghuis. Enzo Fernandez 
drilled wide with the chance to win it for Argentina, but 
Lautaro Martinez made no mistake with their following kick, 
setting up a clash with 2018 runners-up Croatia. 

“I feel the emotion. What I do, I do for 45 million 
(Argentineans) who are going through a bad economic 
crisis,” said Martinez. “Giving joy to people is the best 
thing that happens to me at the moment. “The guys were 
tired, I felt they needed help but I wasn’t able to do any-
thing. Thankfully, I was able to do it later by saving two 
penalties.” The win not only kept alive Messi’s dream of 
finally getting his hands on the World Cup trophy, but 
came just hours after Argentina’s great rivals Brazil 
crashed out of the tournament on penalties to the 
Croatians. At 35, Messi knows this will be his fifth and 
final World Cup - and a winner’s medal would burnish his 
legacy as one of football’s greatest ever players, placing 
him right alongside compatriot Diego Maradona and 
Pele. But it could all have been over had it not been for 
Martinez, who also played a starring role in the 2021 
Copa America triumph, which ended Argentina’s 28-year 
title drought. 

Martinez saved three attempts in a semi-final 
shootout victory over Colombia before being named 
goalkeeper of the tournament after keeping a clean sheet 
in the 1-0 win against hosts Brazil in the final. “We knew 
as he’d done against Colombia he could save some 
penalties,” said Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni. Martinez 
was named goalkeeper of the tournament, but it has been 
a long and winding road to the top for a player who 
spent 10 years at Arsenal before finally finding a place to 
call home. —AFP 
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DOHA: Brazil crashed out of the World Cup after 
penalty shootout drama against Croatia on Friday 
while Argentina survived a furious comeback from the 
Netherlands to also win on spot kicks. Brazil superstar 
Neymar was reduced to tears but Lionel Messi lived 
to fight another day in Qatar as Argentina moved into 
a semi-final against the Croatians. 

Messi, at the age of 35, still has a chance of win-
ning his first World Cup but a distraught Neymar 
said it was possible he would never play for Brazil 
again. After a goalless 90 minutes, Neymar looked to 
have kept Brazil’s hopes of a sixth World Cup title 
alive by starting and finishing a brilliant move in 
extra time to equal Pele’s international scoring 
record of 77 goals for the country. But Croatia 
dragged themselves back into the game as Bruno 
Petkovic popped up to make it 1-1. 

Neymar’s flash of brilliance had lit up a tense game 
that finished with a flourish, Croatia’s man-of-the-
match goalkeeper Dominik Livakovic pulling off a 
series of stunning blocks to keep the Brazilians at bay. 
As extra time ticked down at the Education City 
Stadium, Petkovic connected with a cross and his 
deflected shot found its way past Brazil goalkeeper 
Alisson. If Brazil were rocked by the late equaliser, 
worse was to come in a series of nerve-shredding 
spot kicks. 

The tone was set when Nikola Vlasic slammed the 
opening penalty down the middle and into the net, 
before Livakovic tipped away Rodrygo’s first effort for 
Brazil. In the end it came down to Paris Saint-Germain 
centre-back Marquinhos, but his kick rebounded off 
the post, giving Croatia a 4-2 win in the shootout and 
a place in the last four for the second World Cup in a 

row. The Croatian team coached by Zlatko Dalic fol-
lowed up their win over Japan on penalties in the last 
round with this famous victory. 

Livakovic, who again played a huge role after he 
saved three spot kicks against Japan, said: “We’re 
raised as fighters. We spare no effort-we’re always 
giving our best and that’s our recipe for success.” 
Brazil will have to wait at least another four years to 
try for that sixth title-by 2026 it will be 24 years 
since they last won the World Cup. An emotional 
Neymar said he might not don the yellow shirt again. 
“I am not closing any doors on the national team but 
I am also not guaranteeing 100 percent that I will 
return,” he said. 

 
Argentina cling on  

Instead of a blockbuster all-South American semi-
final, it is Croatia, the surprise runners-up in 2018, 
who stand between Messi and the final. On Friday his 
side seemed home and dry at Lusail Stadium after 
Nahuel Molina scored first and then Messi himself 
converted a 73rd-minute penalty. 

But Argentina let that two-goal lead slip in the final 
minutes of normal time, with Wout Weghorst scoring 
twice. His second merits a place in a World Cup high-
lights reel for years to come for its sheer ingenuity-
Steven Berghuis shaped to shoot, but instead rolled a 
pass towards three Dutch players in the wall and 
Weghorst shook off his Argentine marker and poked 
the ball past goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez. Extra-
time failed to produce any more goals, so the second 
quarter-final of the night went to penalties. 

This time, Dutch luck ran out. Their captain Virgil 
van Dijk was up first but Martinez saved. Messi fol-

lowed and made no mistake before Martinez saved 
again from Berghuis. Despite a miss from Enzo 
Fernandez, Argentina held on to win the shootout 4-3, 
with Lautaro Martinez scoring the decisive penalty. 
Messi praised his team’s resilience-but was furious 
with Spanish referee Antonio Mateu Lahoz, especially 
at his awarding of the free-kick that gave Weghorst 
the chance to equalize. 

“We knew how to suffer when it was our turn, but 
we got through to the semi-finals. It’s beautiful, some-

thing impressive,” Messi said. “I don’t want to talk 
about the referee, because they immediately repri-
mand you or sanction you, but I think people saw 
what happened. “FIFA has to review that-it can’t give 
a referee like that a match of this importance, when 
they’re not up to the task.” Attention switches on 
Saturday to the heavyweight clash between defending 
champions France and England while Morocco, in the 
World Cup quarter-finals for the first time, take on 
Portugal. —AFP

Argentina survive WCup  
scare as Brazil crash out 

Croatia break Brazil’s heart, book semi-finals

DOHA: Argentina’s players celebrate their victory in the Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final football match between The 
Netherlands and Argentina on December 9, 2022.  —AFP

Argentina’s Messi  
slams referee Lahoz  

 
DOHA: Lionel Messi said referee Antonio Mateu Lahoz 
should not have officiated Argentina’s tempestuous 
shootout victory over the Netherlands in the World Cup 
quarter-finals at Lusail Stadium. Argentina won on 
penalties early on Saturday after a dramatic 2-2 draw in 
which Dutch substitute Wout Weghorst scored twice late 

on, including a last-gasp equaliser from a short free-kick 
awarded when German Pezzella shoved over Weghorst. 

“After they got the draw I felt a lot of anger,” said 
Messi. “I don’t want to talk about the referee, because 
they immediately reprimand you or sanction you, but I 
think people saw what happened. “FIFA has to review 
that, it can’t give a referee like that a match of this 
importance, when they’re not up to the task.” He added: 
“We didn’t have a great game, and then the referee sent 
it to extra time. He was always against us. In the last 
play, it was not a foul.” Mateu Lahoz showed 16 yellow 
cards in total, with Netherlands wing-back Denzel 

Dumfries sent off after the penalty shootout for a sec-
ond booking. 

Messi had scored his fourth goal of the tournament 
from the spot in the 73rd minute after an earlier assist for 
Nahuel Molina’s opener. Goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez 
was the hero, saving the Netherlands’ first two penalties 
before Lautaro Martinez struck the winning kick. “We 
didn’t want extra time or penalties,” said Messi. “We suf-
fered too much because of how everything happened, but 
it is the quarter-finals of a World Cup. “We knew how to 
suffer when it was our turn, but we got through to the 
semi-finals. It’s beautiful, something impressive.” —AFP

Neymar’s WCup  
dream slips away  

 
DOHA: Yet another World Cup has ended in tears for 
Neymar, with football’s most expensive player hinting he 
may not pull on the Brazil shirt again following a painful 
defeat to Croatia. The 30-year-old, who gave Brazil the 
lead during extra time of their quarter-final in Doha with a 
brilliant individual effort, was distraught after Croatia tri-
umphed on penalties. Speaking to reporters, his voice 
trembling with emotion, he admitted he could not “100 
percent guarantee” he would be seen in the famous yel-
low shirt again. Neymar, who has 124 Brazil caps, will be 
34 by the time the next World Cup comes around in 
North America in 2026. 

That is still younger than many leading names in Qatar, 
from Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo to Luka Modric 
and Olivier Giroud. But Brazil’s brittle number 10 hinted 
last year that he would not appear at another World Cup, 
suggesting in one interview that he might not have the 
mental strength “to put up with even more football”. 
Neymar has carried the hopes of a nation into three 
World Cups since his emergence as a generational talent 
at Santos. He has scored eight World Cup goals but the 
tournament has exposed his vulnerable physique and 
fragile emotions. In 2014, playing on home soil, he was cut 
down in a quarter-final win over Colombia and 
stretchered off in agony with a fractured bone in his back. 
Without him Brazil capitulated, losing the semi-final 7-1 to 
Germany. Four years ago, Brazil’s build-up to the tourna-
ment in Russia was dominated by his battle to recover 
from an operation on a broken bone in his foot. 

 
Level with Pele  

He came back in time, but that World Cup was still 
remembered for his tears in a win over Costa Rica before 
the Selecao lost in the quarter-finals to Belgium. This time 
he appeared to be in peak physical shape as he arrived in 
Qatar, only to sprain an ankle in Brazil’s first game, which 
forced him out of the next two matches. He returned to 

score against South Korea in the last 16 and then opened 
the scoring with a brilliant goal against Croatia, equalling 
Pele’s record tally of 77 for Brazil in the process. 

But while Pele won three World Cups, Neymar looks 
like he will never achieve what “O Rei” (the King) man-
aged, along with other Brazilian greats who lifted the tro-
phy, from Garrincha and Jairzinho to Romario and 
Ronaldo. “I am not closing any doors on the national team 
but I am also not guaranteeing 100 percent that I will 
return,” he said on Friday. Neymar also missed Brazil’s 
2019 Copa America triumph due to injury, but his tears 
have not just come in a Brazil shirt. 

He cried after Paris Saint-Germain lost to Bayern 

Munich in the 2020 Champions League final, and he has 
shown his distress when suffering the injuries that have 
regularly interrupted his club career in Paris. Neymar left 
Barcelona in 2017 because he wanted to win the Ballon 
d’Or, but he has still not managed to win that prize and in 
Paris-now reunited with Lionel Messi-he lives in the shad-
ow of Kylian Mbappe. Even if Neymar decides to play on, 
with the next Copa America set for 2024, a new cycle will 
begin for a Brazil side who have gone out of the past five 
World Cups to European opposition, four times losing in 
the quarter-finals. “I don’t know what will happen with the 
Brazil team going forward but now we can only lament 
what has happened,” admitted Neymar. —AFP 

DOHA: Brazil’s forward #10 Neymar is consoled by teammates after they lost the Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final football 
match between Croatia and Brazil on December 9, 2022.  —AFP


