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Kuwaiti artists display artworks 
at Contemporary Art Platform

Xi urges steps to ‘protect’ lives 
as China battles COVID wave4 Cyclists brave Lahore smog to 

convince drivers to ditch cars11 Azam and Sarfaraz punish 
sloppy Kiwis in first Test165

News in brief

Constitutional court delays 
election petitions till Jan 18

National Assembly committee debates bedoon rights

Heavy snow kills 17 in Japan 
 
TOKYO: Heavy snowfall across large parts of 
Japan has killed 17 people over the last 10 
days, with thousands of homes suffering power 
outages, Japanese officials said Monday. Much 
of the country’s west coast as well as the 
northern region of Hokkaido have seen per-
sistent heavy snow in recent days. National 
broadcaster NHK reported the dead included 
a man who fell from a roof while clearing snow 
and a woman found dead of suspected carbon 
monoxide poisoning in a car. — AFP 

Canada bus crash kills 4 
 
MONTREAL: Four people have died and 
dozens more were injured after a passenger bus 
rolled over in western Canada, with authorities 
saying Sunday that icy roads were likely the 
cause. The accident occurred Saturday evening 
on a highway some 330 km east of Vancouver in 
an area of British Columbia hit by days of bad 
winter weather. The regional health authority said 
53 people in total had been treated at hospitals 
after the accident, with 36 having “serious to 
minor” injuries. — AFP

Iran hangs two murder convicts 
 
TEHRAN: Iranian authorities have hanged two 
men convicted of murder in the southeastern 
Sistan-Baluchistan province in the latest execu-
tions carried out by the Islamic republic, the judi-
ciary said Monday. Elias Raisi was found guilty of 
murder in a family dispute in 2020, and Ayoub Rigi 
of a killing using a military weapon over “personal 
differences” with the victim. They were put to 
death Saturday after the victims’ families refused 
to grant them clemency under Islamic law.  —AFP 

Hezbollah hands over suspect 
 
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s powerful Hezbollah group 
has handed over a man suspected of killing an 
Irish United Nations peacekeeper earlier this 
month. Private Sean Rooney, 23, was killed and 
three others injured on Dec 14 when their 
UNIFIL vehicle was attacked near the village of 
Al-Aqbiya in the country’s south. “The main 
shooter has been arrested by security forces 
after Hezbollah handed him over hours ago,” a 
security official said. — AFP 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The constitutional court on Monday 
delayed a number of petitions challenging the results of 
the September parliamentary elections until Jan 18 and 
decided to send two judges to the National Assembly 
to open ballot boxes. Following the announcement of 
the results of the Sept 29 polls, dozens of candidates 
who lost the election filed petitions claiming there were 
mathematical errors in counting the votes and demand-
ed recounting or recalculation of votes. 

The court ordered two of its members to visit the 
National Assembly building, where ballot boxes are 
kept, to open them and make sure there were no 

errors in the calculations. It set the next hearing for 
Jan 18, when the court will have the total number of 
votes obtained by each candidate. The court had ear-
lier rejected petitions against two Amiri decrees that 
amended clauses in laws governing the election and 
declared the decrees were in line with the constitu-
tion. The court rejected other petitions calling to 
scrap the elections. 

Meanwhile, the National Assembly committee on 
stateless people or bedoons held a meeting and dis-
cussed draft laws calling to grant civil, social and 
employment rights to more than 120,000 bedoons. MP 
Hani Shams said the committee also discussed several 
draft laws calling to transfer an independent govern-

ment body overseeing bedoons to come under the 
interior ministry. 

Shams said the committee will meet government 
officials in the next two weeks to hear their views 
about the proposed bills. Bedoons claim the right to 
Kuwaiti citizenship but authorities insist that a majority 
of them do not qualify for consideration to Kuwaiti 
nationality as they or their ancestors had illegally 
crossed into Kuwait from neighboring nations and 
destroyed their identification documents. The govern-
ment body overseeing bedoons claims that it has mate-
rial evidence that thousands of bedoons have other 
nationalities, and accordingly have lost the right to 
claim citizenship.

KUWAIT: In preparation for the New Year holi-
day, departments working at Kuwait International 
Airport have boosted operations to facilitate trav-
el, with the increase in the number of flights. New 
statistics from the general administrative depart-

ment for civil aviation revealed around 139,000 
travelers will be aboard 1,284 arriving and depart-
ing flights from Dec 29 to Jan 1. Dubai, Cairo, 
Istanbul and Jeddah are among the most booked 
destinations. 

During this period, 642 departing flights will 
carry 78,000 passengers, while 642 arriving flights 
will carry around 61,000 passengers. “There are 
plans for the holidays which rely on increasing 
performance of operations departments and 
improving services for passengers to ensure that 
their movement is smooth from the parking lot till 
the flight gate,” the administrative department at 

the airport said. 
“There is routine checkup of operation systems 

at the airport to ensure passenger movement is 
smooth without any congestions during peak 
times, as employees are working hard to provide 
comfort to passengers and ease traffic,” the 
department added. “The holiday season also wit-
nesses demand from residents to travel to spend 
their holidays abroad. Therefore, the operation 
department boosts its preparedness to deal with 
the movement of travelers, as teams are working 
constantly to execute field plans to organize pas-
senger movement at the airport,” it explained.

Airport boosts 
services during 
New Year break

WASHINGTON: A man and a boy walk across the frozen Reflecting Pool towards the Lincoln Memorial on 
the National Mall on Dec 26, 2022. — AFP

NEW YORK: US emergency crews counted the 
grim costs of a colossal winter storm that brought 
Christmas chaos to millions, especially in hard-hit 
western New York, where the death toll reached 25 
Monday in what authorities described as a “war with 
mother nature”. Blizzard conditions continue to pre-
vail in parts of the US Northeast, the stubborn rem-
nants of a massive sprawl of extreme weather includ-
ing severe cold that gripped the country over several 
days, causing widespread power outages, travel 
delays and at least 47 deaths nationwide. 

The extreme weather forced the cancellation of 
more than 15,000 flights in recent days including 
more than 1,700 on Monday, according to tracking 
site Flightaware.com. Buffalo - a US city that is no 
stranger to foul winter weather - has been buried 
under staggering amounts of snow, with the National 
Weather Service forecasting up to 14 inches Monday 
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Historic blizzard 
leaves nearly 50 
dead across US

OZAMIZ, Philippines: This handout photo taken on Dec 25, 2022 and received 
on Dec 26 shows rescuers evacuating a child from a flooded area. — AFP  

MANILA: Christmas Day floods in the 
Philippines forced the evacuation of 
nearly 46,000 people from their 
homes, civil defense officials said 
Monday. Eleven people were killed and 
19 others were missing after a week’s 
worth of heavy seasonal rain in the 
southern and eastern regions of the 
country, they said, updating earlier offi-
cial figures. The flooding hit the south 

on Sunday, with the disaster dampen-
ing celebrations on the mainly Catholic 
nation’s most important holiday. 

Rivers overflowed, swamping rural 
villages and highways as well as the 
cities of Ozamiz and Oroquieta, gov-
ernor Henry Oaminal for the province 
of Misamis Occidental said on gov-
ernment radio. “The heart of the city 
was flooded including the public mar-
ket. Power was cut off and there was 
no (telephone) signal,” he said, refer-
ring to Oroquieta, the provincial capi-
tal with 72,000 residents. 

“We’ve had floods before, but 
these are the worst rainfall and water 
flow levels we have ever had,” he 
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Floods force 
Filipinos to 
flee homes

China to end quarantine 
 
BEIJING: China said Monday it would scrap 
mandatory quarantine on arrival, further 
unwinding years of strict virus controls as the 
country battles a surge in cases. Under new 
rules that will take effect Jan 8, when COVID-
19 will be downgraded to a Class B infectious 
disease from Class A, all passengers arriving in 
China will no longer need to undergo manda-
tory centralized quarantine. — AFP  


