
KUWAIT: Health and security establishments are
diligently working to unite their efforts and form a
defense line in the face of substance abuse, a dan-
ger threatening the very fabric of society. Chief of
the General Directorate for Drug Control at the
Ministry of Interior, Brigadier Mohammad
Qabazard told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) about
the measures taken to curb spread of drug abuse
and exploitation of the young. 

He indicated that several of these drugs are orig-
inally used for medical purposes, like Lyrica and
Neurontin but when misused lead to substance
addiction. These drugs could be brought in from
abroad in powder form and manufactured locally, or
taken from pharmacies illegally using wrong pre-
scriptions, the ministry official explained. 

Brigadier Qabazard added that a study was con-
ducted more than a year ago and was taken up to
ministry’s top management, which took necessary
measures in coordinating with other concerned
bodies, to locate and address loopholes in that law
do not incriminate certain substances, making them
easy to trade. 

Health ministry decision issued back in May
2021, Qabazard stated, stipulates that concerned
security bodies take immediate action against those
who are in possession of drugs without medical
prescription, referring them to prosecution where
penalty could reach up to five years in prison, and
penalty of drug trafficking could reach up to 10
years. A pain-relief drug named Phenacetin was
previously used but has since been banned as it

could lead to death, was recently discovered being
marketed between drug dealers as Lyrica, warned
Qabazard. 

He urged those working in pharmacies to seek
accuracy as a new herbal addictive substance
named Kratom has been discovered as being sold in
the form of tealeaves. He further added that First
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh
Talal Khaled Al-Sabah’s directives for crackdown
on traffickers and dealers of Meth and chemical
(industrial cannabis) with a penalty that could reach
life imprisonment or execution. 

On her part, Ministry of Health official at the
Drug Inspection Administration, Dr Maryam Al-
Yaseen, told KUNA that checking and examining
the safety of drugs is integral to health security.

More than 1,000 facilities are periodically inspect-
ed by the administration, including 650 private
pharmacies, 74 nutritional supplement shops, 21 pri-
vate hospitals, 205 drugstores, and 67 vets, stated
Dr Al-Yaseen specifying that around 15 to 20 are
inspected daily. 

Some drugs, Al-Yaseen mentioned are pre-
scribed for epilepsy and patients dealing with
chronic pain are illegally prescribed to be abused
far from any medical concern. Dr Al-Yaseen indicat-
ed that recurring patients carrying prescriptions for
the same drugs are a clear indicator of addiction, in
this case, necessary measures will be taken against
the concerned doctors and pharmacists, because
dealing out such dangerous drugs should not be
done so easily. — KUNA
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Major events 
concerning Kuwait
parliament in 2022 
KUWAIT: In 2022, Kuwait witnessed several major
developments and events related to the Kuwaiti
National Assembly (parliament), mainly swearing by
MPs of the constitutional oath during the first regu-
lar session of the 17th legislative term. The following
is a list of major events and activities connected
with the Kuwaiti parliament: 

Jan 4: The Prime Minister and his Cabinet took
the constitutional oath at the start of National
Assembly’s ordinary session. 

Jan 4: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem announced he has received an interpella-
tion request from MP Hamdan Al-Azmi against
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah that consists
of five aspects. 

Jan 12: Speaker Al-Ghanem adjourned the ses-
sion due to lack of quorum, and government non-
attendance according to Article 116 of the Kuwaiti
constitution. 

Jan 13: Kuwaiti National Assembly approved in
the second reading a draft law to amend some pro-
visions of the Printing and Publishing Law. 

Jan 18: Speaker Al-Ghanem announced that 10
lawmakers presented a no-confidence motion
against Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah. 

Jan 25: The National Assembly in its special ses-
sion agreed to increase Kuwait Credit Bank’s (KCB)
capital to provide liquidity for housing loans. 

Jan 26: The National Assembly renewed confi-
dence in Deputy Prime Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah. 

Feb 1: Speaker Al-Ghanem announced the inter-
pellation motion submitted by MP Shuaib Al-
Muwaizri to Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah. 

Feb 1: The National Assembly rejected a Public
Prosecution request to scrap the parliamentary
immunity of MPs Mohammad Al-Mutair, Khaled Al-
Otaibi and Thamer Al-Suwait. 

Feb 1: The National Assembly rescinded the
immunity of MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri at the request
of the Public Prosecutor’s Office. 

Feb 8: The National Assembly discussed the
grilling of Foreign Minister and State Minister for
Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah over alleged mismanagement,
submitted by MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri, and 10 MPs
filed a no-confidence vote against the minister. 

Feb 9: The National Assembly approved a num-
ber of recommendations regarding Coronavirus
(COVID-19) travel restrictions and health guidelines
in general. 

Feb 16: MP Abdullah Al-Mudhaf handed
Parliament Speaker Al-Ghanem a grilling motion
filed against Minister of Public Works and Minister
of State for Youth Affairs Ali Al-Mousa. 

March 8: Parliament Speaker Al-Ghanem said
that 10 Kuwaiti members of parliament lodged a no-
confidence motion against Minister Al-Mousa. 

March 9: Speaker Al-Ghanem declared that he

had received an interpellation motion from MPs Dr.
Hassan Johar, Khaled Al-Otaibi and Muhannad Al-
Sayer to His Highness the Prime Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

March 15: The National Assembly approved the
postponement motion requested by the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, to defer interpel-
lation submitted against him. 

March 15: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of interior Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
took constitutional oath before the parliament ses-
sion in line with Article 91 of the Constitution. 

March 16: The National Assembly renewed con-
fidence in Minister of Public Works and State
Minister for Youth Affairs Ali Al-Mousa. 

March 29: National Assembly Speaker Al-
Ghanem announced that 10 MPs filed a “non-coop-
eration” motion against His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

April 5: Speaker Al-Ghanem announced that His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and his cabinet had submitted
resignation. 

May 12: The Arab parliamentary scout union
honored parliamentary Speaker Al-Ghanem with
the 2022 “order of the falcon” award for his support
of the scouting movements in the Arab world. 

May 20: Speaker Al-Ghanem headed to Cairo to
partake in the urgent meeting for the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union (AIPU) focusing on develop-
ment in occupied Jerusalem. 

May 31: Speaker Al-Ghanem headed to Brussels
meet with top officials from the European parlia-
ment. 

June 14: The National Assembly approved a KD-
3,000-grant (around $10,000) for retirees and their
benefactors. 

June 19: Speaker Al-Ghanem arrived in Istanbul
to partake in an international conference organized
by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the
Turkish parliament. 

June 29: Speaker Al-Ghanem headed to
Azerbaijan to partake the Baku Conference of the
Non-Aligned Movement Parliamentary Network. 

Sept 29: Elections for the 17th legislative term of
the National Assembly were held. 

Oct 18: His Highness the Deputy Amir and
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah opened the first regulation session of the
17th legislative term for the National Assembly. 

Oct 18: Members of Parliament swear the consti-
tutional oath during the first regular session of the
17th legislative term for the National Assembly. 

Oct 18: The Cabinet, in an unprecedented histor-
ical step, did not partake in the sessions forming the
National Assembly’s committee in adherence with
the leadership’s instructions. 

Oct 18: The National Assembly chose MP
Ahmad Al-Saadoun as Speaker of parliament during
its first session of the 17th legislative term. The
positions of deputy speaker, secretary, and other
leading posts were also selected during the session. 

Oct 18: The National Assembly approved in the
first session of its 17th legislative term the formation
of several committees including the human rights
and the food security amongst others. 

Oct 30: The National Assembly’s Interior and
Defense Committee approved two draft laws con-
cerning the elections of MPs, voting via the civil ID
Card, and the reconsidering of constituent inclusion
in some areas. 

Nov 2: The National Assembly approved a draft
proposal for the 12/1963 law concerning the parlia-
ment statute and discussions of the Amiri speech. 

Nov 21: The National Assembly received the
interpellation motion by MP Hamdan Al-Azmi
against the Minister of Public Works, Minister of
Electricity, Water, and renewable Energy Resources,
Dr Amani Bugmmaz. Nov 30: The National
Assembly referred Amiri speech to the committee
concerned with preparing a parliamentary reply to
the document. 

Nov 30: The National Assembly approved law
6/2022 including several areas in electoral con-
stituencies based on geographical location. 

Nov 30: The National Assembly approved law
5/2022 approving voting based on the address
found in eligible voters’ Civil ID Cards. 

December 1: Sheikh Saud Salem Abdulaziz Al-
Sabah was appointed Kuwait Investment Authority’s
board member. 

December 12: The Cabinet okayed the appoint-
ment of Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi as deputy
foreign minister, and Mohammad Bu-Erki as chief of
the National Cybersecurity Center. 

Dec 13: The National Assembly passed draft
proposals concerning health insurance for Kuwaiti
retirees. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s lawmakers attend a parliament session in Kuwait City in this file photo. — Photo by
Yasser Al-Zayyat 

PART chief and 
deputy resign
KUWAIT: The head of the Public Authority
for Roads and Transportation Hussain Al-
Khayyat and his deputy Khaled Bin Salamah
have submitted their resignations to Public
Works Minister Amani Bugammaz. “The resig-
nations were submitted around a week ago,
but the minister has yet to look into the matter.
The reason for the resignation includes not hir-
ing a long-term director for the authority and
not hiring more employees, as total employees
at the authority are only around 40,” sources
told Kuwait Times. “Moreover, reasons include
the inability of the executive panel in the
authority to complete the instructions of the
administrative council, as it is doing work
beyond its specialization instead of its main
work. The final reason includes the authority
not being independent from the ministry, and
difficulties in working during the current cir-
cumstances,” sources added.

KUWAIT: The Public Relations Department at the
Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) was able to extinguish a
fire in Khaitan. Various injuries were reported on
Monday. The central command sent fire squads
from Jeleeb, Sabhan and Farwaniya stations to the
scene. The fire started on the 13th floor of a 14
storey building with thick smoke billowing from the
building. Firefighters were able to evacuate the
building and combat the fire. The injured residents
were sent to the hospital for treatment. 

Alghanim Industries 
sponsors Takween 
Reading Marathon
KUWAIT: Alghanim Industries (Kutayba Alghanim
Group), one of the largest private companies in the
region, recently sponsored the 10th biannual
Takween Charity Reading Marathon organized and
hosted by Takween Bookstore at Design District,
Shuwaikh. The two-day marathon, from 16 to 17
December, hosted a multitude of avid readers all
enjoying a family friendly event with a focus on
education.

The event marks the first collaboration between
Alghanim Industries and Takween Bookstore, a
unique and community-driven event in which spon-
sors pledge to donate KD 1 for every 10 pages read
by participants during the marathon. This year’s
marathon welcomed a total of 786 participants who
read a grand total of 54,310 pages. The consider-
able donations are all channeled into pathways that
provide financial aid to underserved students, alle-
viating the many academic fees that hinder their
educational experience.

Alongside its key sponsorship of a cause central
to Alghanim Industries’ many commitments toward

more equitable education for all, the company donat-
ed 10 Kindle e-reader devices to be raffled for all
participants in the charity event, courtesy of X-cite
by Alghanim Electronic. Alghanim Industries also
provided all participants in the reading marathon
with complimentary coffee and tea beverages
through Costa Coffee, the world-famous coffee
house brand operated by Alghanim Industries in sev-
eral markets across the region.

Alghanim Industries is a recurring sponsor of a
great number of education focused initiatives, high-
lighting the company’s longstanding support for
greater accessibility in learning through its cam-
paigns with local private companies, educational
institutions, government programs and nongovern-

mental organizations. Alghanim Industries’ partnered
campaigns such as sponsoring Kuwait Codes, collab-
orating with INJAZ-Kuwait and providing scholar-
ships with Arab Open University, are all aimed at
empowering the youth and their educational pursuits.

Commenting on the grand success of the reading
marathon and the great reception it held in the com-
munity, the head of Takween’s organizing committee,
Khadeija Alshammari, expressed her gratitude for the
“utmost support” by the private sector and its spon-
sorship of the marathon’s 10th event. Alshammari also
added that the “shared values” between the partici-
pating companies yielded a “substantial result that
will ensure a large portion of underserved children
receive the education they deserve.”
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