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KYIV: Local residents, dressed in traditional costumes, sing Christmas carols inside a metro station in Kyiv, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.  —AFP

MOSCOW: Moscow said Monday it had foiled a new 
Ukrainian drone attack on a strategic bomber military 
base hundreds of kilometres from their joint border, as 
Kyiv called for Russia’s ouster from the United Nations. 
Russia said it had downed the drone at Engels, a base for 
the country’s strategic aircraft that Kyiv says have been 
used to strike Ukraine. Three servicemen were killed by 
falling debris, regional authorities said. 

The same day, Russia’s domestic security agency said 
it killed four Ukrainian “saboteurs”, who allegedly 
attempted to enter Russia via a border region. Moscow 
has accused pro-Kyiv forces of targeting Russian mili-
tary sites and civilian infrastructure, including blowing up 
a bridge linking annexed Crimea to Russia. 

Russia’s defence ministry said on Monday it downed a 
Ukrainian drone at its Engels airfield in the southern 
Saratov region located more than 600 kilometres (370 
miles) from the border with Ukraine. It was the second 
attack on the Engels airfield in less than a month and the 
deepest strike into Russian territory since President 
Vladimir Putin sent troops to Ukraine on February 24. 

In early December, the Russian defence ministry said 
Ukrainian drone attacks caused explosions at two air-
fields including Engels, leaving three dead. The airfields 
were targeted with Soviet-made drones, the ministry 
said at the time. 

Separately, Russia’s FSB security service claimed it 
had killed a group of armed saboteurs from Ukraine that 
attempted to cross into the Bryansk region carrying 
“improvised explosive devices”. A video released by the 
FSB showed several bloodied bodies sprawled on the 
ground, wearing winter camouflage and carrying guns. 

There was no immediate comment from Kyiv. The 
attacks came 10 months into Moscow’s offensive in 
Ukraine where Russian troops have been battering the 
country’s energy grid, leaving millions in the cold and 
dark in the middle of winter. 

Ukraine on Monday urged the exclusion of Russia-a 
permanent member of the UN Security Council-from the 
world body. “Ukraine calls on the member states of the 
UN... to deprive the Russian Federation of its status as a 
permanent member of the UN Security Council and to 

exclude it from the UN as a whole,” the foreign ministry 
said in a statement. 

 
‘Unite the Russian people’  

“We have a very simple question: Does Russia have 
the right to remain a permanent member of the UN 
Security Council and to be in the United Nations at all?” 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said on Sunday. 

“We have a convincing and reasoned answer-no, it 
does not.” The five permanent members of the 15-seat 
Security Council have veto power that can block any 
resolution. Despite mounting human and material loss-
es and growing internat ional  isolat ion, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has showed no readiness to 
change tactics. 

On Sunday, Putin said his assault on Ukraine aimed to 
“unite the Russian people”, accusing his country’s 
“geopolitical opponents (of) aiming to tear apart Russia, 
the historical Russia”. The Kremlin chief has reiterated 
the concept of “historical Russia” to argue that 
Ukrainians and Russians were one people. 

“Divide and conquer, that’s what they have always 
sought to accomplish and are still seeking to do,” Putin 
said in a television interview, referring to the West. “But 
our goal is different: it’s to unite the Russian people.” 

He said that Moscow was ready to negotiate and 
appeared unfazed when asked about a new air defence 
system the United States will deliver to Ukraine. “Of 
course we will destroy it, 100 percent!” Putin said, refer-
ring to the Patriot missile battery promised to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky. 

Zelensky last week earned firm pledges of support 
from Washington during his first trip out of Ukraine since 
the conflict began-including the Pentagon’s most 
advanced air defence system. Western military and finan-
cial aid has been crucial for Ukraine’s pushback of 
Russian troops-including from the southern city of 
Kherson, the only regional capital that was held by 
Russia. 

Despite Russia’s retreat from the city, it remains with-
in reach of Moscow’s weaponry and under constant 
threat.  —AFP

Russia’s FSB security service claim to kill group of armed saboteurs from Ukraine
Moscow accuses Ukraine of deadly attack
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China deployed 71  
warplanes in weekend  
war drills: Taiwan 

 
TAIPEI: China deployed 71 warplanes in weekend military exer-
cises around Taiwan, Taipei’s defence ministry said Monday, 
including dozens of fighter jets in one of the biggest daily incur-
sions to date. The People’s Liberation Army said it had conducted 
a “strike drill” on Sunday in response to unspecified “provoca-
tions” and “collusion” between the United States and the self-
ruled island. 

Data from Taiwan’s defence ministry showed those drills were 
one of the largest since they started releasing daily tallies. In a 
post on Twitter, Taiwan said 60 fighter jets took part in the drills, 
including six Su-30 warplanes, some of China’s most advanced. 

Moreover, 47 of the sorties crossed into the island’s air 
defence identification zone (ADIZ), the third-highest daily incur-
sion on record, according to AFP’s database. Chiu Tai-san, head 
of the Mainland Affairs Council (MAC), Taiwan’s top China poli-
cy-making body, expressed “strong dissatisfaction” at the latest 
incursions during a parliament session on Monday. 

Taiwan lives under constant threat of invasion by China, which 
claims the democratic island as part of its territory, to be taken 
one day. Beijing has ramped up military, diplomatic and economic 
pressure on Taiwan under President Xi Jinping as relations have 
deteriorated. 

One of the pressure tactics China has increasingly used is 
probing Taiwan’s ADIZ with its warplanes. According to an AFP 
database, there have been more than 1,700 such incursions so far 
this year, compared with 969 in 2021. Taiwan’s defence ministry 
said it recorded around 380 incursions in 2020. 

China did not specify the number of aircraft mobilised for 
Sunday’s exercises, nor the exact location of the manoeuvres. 
Taiwan’s daily tally showed most of the incursions crossed the 

“median line” which runs down the Taiwan Strait separating the 
two sides, while a smaller number went through Taiwan’s south-
western ADIZ. 

 
Record bomber incursion  

Many nations maintain air defence identification zones, includ-
ing the United States, Canada, South Korea, Japan and China. 
They are not the same as a country’s airspace. Instead, they 
encompass a much wider area, in which any foreign aircraft is 
expected to announce itself to local aviation authorities. 

Taiwan’s ADIZ is much larger than its airspace. It overlaps part 
of China’s ADIZ and even includes some of the mainland. The 
PLA said Sunday’s exercises were “a firm response to the esca-
lating collusion and provocations by the US and the Taiwanese 
authorities”. Beijing has been incensed by US President Joe 
Biden’s handling of Taiwan-especially after he said Washington 
would defend it militarily if attacked by China. Taiwan’s defence 
ministry said on Sunday that cooperation between Taipei and 
Washington would “help (maintain) freedom, openness, peace 
and stability” in the Indo-Pacific region. 

The prospect of a Chinese invasion has increasingly rattled 
both Western nations and many of China’s neighbours. Xi, China’s 
most authoritarian leader in decades,  has said that the process of 
what he calls the “reunification” of Taiwan cannot be passed on 
to future generations. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has also 
heightened fears China might try something similar. The United 
States has stepped up support for Taiwan including a bill this 
month that authorised $10 billion in military aid, to which Beijing 
expressed “strong opposition”. 

Tensions peaked in August during US House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s trip to Taiwan, with the PLA staging huge military drills 
around the island in protest. Military flights into the ADIZ are 
seen as a way to both wear down Taiwan’s ageing fleet of fighters 
as well as probe its defensive responses. 

There has also been an increase in sorties by China’s nuclear-
capable H-6 bombers. China this month sent a record 18 H-6 
bombers into the southwestern ADIZ in the largest daily incur-
sion to date.  —AFP

Xi urges steps to  
‘protect’ lives as  
China battles COVID 

 
BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping urged 
officials on Monday to take steps to protect lives 
in his first public remarks on COVID-19 since 
Beijing dramatically loosened hardline containment 
measures this month. 

Having mostly cut itself off from the rest of the 
world during the pandemic, China is now experi-
encing the planet’s biggest surge in infections 
after abruptly lifting restrictions that torpedoed 
the economy. Studies have estimated that around 
one million people could die over the next few 
months. Many in the population are now grappling 
with shortages of medicine, while emergency 
medical facilities are strained by an influx of 

undervaccinated elderly patients. 
“At present, COVID-19 prevention and control in 

China are facing a new situation and new tasks,” Xi 
said in a directive, according to state broadcaster 
CCTV. “We should launch the patriotic health cam-
paign in a more targeted way... fortify a community 
line of defence for epidemic prevention and control, 
and effectively protect people’s lives, safety and 
health,” Xi said. 

Hospitals and crematoriums across the country 
have been overflowing with COVID patients and vic-
tims, while China’s National Health Commission on 
Sunday announced it would stop publishing daily 
nationwide infection and death statistics. 

The decision to scrap the daily virus count comes 
amid concerns that the country’s blooming wave of 
infections is not being accurately reflected in official 
statistics. Beijing has admitted the scale of the out-
break has become “impossible” to track following the 
end of mandatory mass testing, as people are now 
not obliged to declare test results to authorities. 

And last week, Beijing narrowed the criteria by 

which COVID-19 fatalities were counted-a move 
experts said would suppress the number of deaths 
attributable to the virus. The winter surge comes 
ahead of two major public holidays next month, in 
which millions of migrant workers are expected to 
travel to their hometowns to reunite with relatives. 

Authorities are bracing for the virus to hit under-
resourced rural areas hard, and on Monday called for 
the guaranteed supply of drugs and medical treat-
ment during New Year’s Day and the week-long 
Lunar New Year holiday, which begins January 21. 

The ruling Communist Party and State Council 
issued a notice calling on officials to “ensure the 
smooth and orderly adjustment and transition of epi-
demic prevention and control measures”. 

In recent days, health officials in the wealthy 
coastal province Zhejiang estimated that one mil-
lion residents were being infected per day, while 
the coastal city of Qingdao predicted roughly 
500,000 new daily infections and the southern 
manufacturing city of Dongguan eyed 250,000 to 
300,000. —AFP 

NANJING: This photo taken on December 25, 2022 shows 
people queueing to visit a makeshift night fever clinic in 
Nanjing, in China’s eastern Jiangsu province.  —AFP


