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Britain’s King Charles III (right) flanked by Britain’s Camilla, Queen Consort (left) waves to members of the public as he arrives for the Royal Family’s
traditional Christmas Day service at St Mary Magdalene Church in Sandringham, Norfolk, eastern England, on December 25, 2022. 

A family sits in a living room in Liverpool, as they watch Britain’s King Charles III delivering his first
annual Christmas Day message, on television, on December 25, 2022.— AFP photos

Slavery apology 
start of ‘long 
journey’: Dutch king

Dutch King Willem-Alexander wel-
comed the government’s apology
for the Netherlands’ role in 250

years of slavery in his Christmas address
on Sunday, saying it was the “start of a

long journey”.
Prime Minister Mark Rutte on Monday

officially apologized for the Dutch state’s
involvement in slavery in its former
colonies, calling it a “crime against
humanity”. “Nobody today bears responsi-
bility for the inhumane acts that were
inflicted on the lives of men, women and
children,” Willem-Alexander said from the
palace of Huis ten Bosch in The Hague.

“But by honestly facing our shared past
and recognizing the crime against human-
ity that is slavery, we lay the ground for a

shared future-a future in which we stand
against all modern forms of discrimina-
tion, exploitation and injustice.” “The apol-
ogy offered by the government is the start
of a long journey.”

The Netherlands funded its “Golden
Age” of empire and culture in the 16th and
17th centuries by shipping around
600,000 Africans as part of the slave
trade, mostly to South America and the
Caribbean. The Dutch government says
several major commemorative events will
be held from next year and has

announced a 200-million-euro ($212-mil-
lion) fund for social initiatives.

Willem-Alexander promised that the
topic would retain the royal family’s atten-
tion during the commemorative year and
that they would remain “involved”. But
Rutte’s move went against the wishes of
some slavery commemoration organiza-
tions who wanted the apology to be
offered on July 1, 2023. Descendants of
Dutch slavery will then celebrate 150
years of liberation from slavery in an
annual celebration called “Keti Koti”

(Breaking the Chains) in Suriname.
The leaders of Caribbean island Sint

Maarten and Suriname in South America
regretted the lack of dialogue from the
Netherlands over the apology. Some for-
mer Dutch colonies have demanded com-
pensation for slavery and criticized the
government for not offering concrete
actions. — AFP

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte (right) addresses a speech in the National Archives in The Hague.Dutch King Willem-Alexander. Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte addresses a speech on the Netherlands’ involvement in slavery,
in the National Archives in The Hague. — AFP photos

King Charles III has hailed the “heart-
felt solidarity” of people across the
recession-hit UK struggling with a

worsening cost of living crisis, in his first
Christmas Day message as monarch.
Addressing the country from the Windsor
Castle chapel where his mother, Elizabeth
II, was interred in September, the 74-year-
old also thanked people for the “love and
sympathy” expressed following her death.

Standing aside a sparkling Christmas
tree, the sovereign noted in the annual
pre-recorded royal message-broadcast at
1500 GMT-that it is a “particularly
poignant time for all of us who have lost
loved ones”. He then turned to the impact
of the country’s growing economic woes,
as decades-high inflation eats into earn-
ings and escalates strikes over pay
across the public and private sectors.

“I particularly want to pay tribute to all
those wonderfully kind people who so
generously give food or donations, or...
their time, to support those around them
in greatest need,” Charles said, dressed
in a blue suit. “Our churches, syna-
gogues, mosques, temples and gurd-
waras have once again united in feeding
the hungry, providing love and support
throughout the year.” The king also com-
mended charities for their “extraordinary
work in the most difficult circumstances”.

He added: “Such heartfelt solidarity is

the most inspiring expression of loving our
neighbour as our self.” Charles ascended
to the throne when Elizabeth died on
September 8 after a record-breaking sev-
en-decade reign. He also took over as
head of state of 14 Commonwealth coun-
tries, including Australia, Canada and
New Zealand.

‘Compassion’ 
His coronation will take place on May 6

next year, with Buckingham Palace vow-
ing to reflect the monarchy’s historic tradi-
tions and its modern role. In his inaugural
Christmas message, Charles said both he
and his late mother shared “a belief in the
extraordinary ability of each person to

touch, with goodness and compassion,
the lives of others”.

“This is the essence of our communi-
ty and the very foundation of our socie-
ty,” he added, praising public sector
workers from the armed forces to emer-
gency responders to teachers. In a
return to tradition for Britain’s royals-
interrupted by the pandemic-they gath-
ered for Christmas Day this year at
Sandringham, their private winter retreat
in eastern England. Charles and Queen
Consort Camilla, 75, were joined by
Prince William and wife Kate-and their
children Princes George and Louis and
Princess Charlotte-at a local church
service.

Disgraced Prince Andrew, who has
been sidelined over his links to the late
US pedophile financier Jeffrey Epstein
and claims of sex with a minor, was also
among the royals who greeted well-wish-
ers outside. However, US-based Prince
Harry and wife Meghan were notable
absentees, as their ongoing feud with the
family shows little sign of abating.

The couple risked deepening the rift-
which first became public when they
sensationally quit royal life in early 2020
— by airing various grievances in a six-
part Netflix docuseries this month. It fol-
lows a series of other broadsides they
have launched against the royal family

since relocating to California, with more
set to come. Harry will publish a con-
tentious memoir-named “Spare”-within
weeks. — AFP

Britain’s King Charles III and Britain’s Camilla, Queen Consort arrive for the Royal Family’s tradition-
al Christmas Day service at St Mary Magdalene Church in Sandringham, Norfolk, eastern England,
on December 25, 2022. 

Britain’s Sophie, Countess of Wessex arrives for
the Royal Family’s traditional Christmas Day
service at St Mary Magdalene Church in
Sandringham, Norfolk, eastern England, on
December 25, 2022.

Two dressed-up dogs are pictured ahead of the
arrival of members of Britain’s Royal Family for
their traditional Christmas Day service at St
Mary Magdalene Church in Sandringham,
Norfolk, eastern England, on December 25, 2022.

Britain’s Prince Andrew, Duke of York (R) speaks with the priest as he leaves at the end of the Royal
Family’s traditional Christmas Day service at St Mary Magdalene Church in Sandringham, Norfolk,
eastern England, on December 25, 2022.

Members of St Mary’s Ukrainian Choir perform during the ‘Royal Carols: Together At Christmas’, at
Westminster Abbey in London.


