
Tuesday, December 27, 2022

14
S p o r t s

Established 1961 

     News in brief

LPGA’s record winner  
Whitworth dies at 83 
 
WASHINGTON: Kathy Whitworth, the most 
successful LPGA golfer with a record 88 
titles, has died at the age of 83, the women’s 
tour announced Sunday. Her wins are six more 
than Sam Snead and Tiger Woods, who hold 
the career record for the men’s game. “It is 
with a heavy heart that we share the news that 
LPGA Hall of Famer Kathy Whitworth has 
died at the age of 83,” the tour said on its offi-
cial Twitter account. A statement on the 
LPGA’s website by Bettye Odle, Whitworth’s 
long-time partner, said that “Kathy passed 
suddenly Saturday night celebrating 
Christmas Eve with family and friends.” As 
well as her 88 tournament victories-which 
included six majors-Whitworth was runner-up 
93 times in a career which started in 1959. “I 
was really fortunate in that I knew what I 
wanted to do,” Whitworth once said. “Golf just 
grabbed me by the throat. I can’t tell you how 
much I loved it. I used to think everyone knew 
what they wanted to do when they were 15 
years old.” 
 
 
Haaland can score 800  
goals, says De Bruyne 
 
LONDON: Kevin De Bruyne believes 
Manchester City teammate Erling Haaland can 
go on and score 800 goals before his career 
ends. Haaland, who will return to the city of 
his birth when the champions resume their 
Premier League title defense at Leeds on 
Wednesday, has scored 24 goals in just 19 
appearances since his summer move from 
Borussia Dortmund. “He already has about 
200 goals, so he can probably go to 600, 700 
or 800 if he stays fit and does the things that 
he does,” said De Bruyne. The Belgian inter-
national has played with a host of top strikers 
in his career and is well-placed when it comes 
to 22-year-old Haaland’s place in the pecking 
order. De Bruyne enjoyed a fruitful relation-
ship with the club’s record goalscorer Sergio 
Aguero before the Argentinean left the Etihad 
Stadium in 2021. He has also combined with 
Romelu Lukaku on international duty, former 
City teammate Gabriel Jesus and new World 
Cup-winner Julian Alvarez, a current fellow 
City player. 
 
 
Struggling Wolves sign  
Cunha from Atletico  
 
MADRID: Atletico Madrid striker Matheus 
Cunha on Sunday agreed a loan deal with 
rock-bottom English Premier League side 
Wolves, the Spanish club announced. The 23-
year-old Brazilian moved to Spain from Hertha 
Berlin in Germany in 2021 for a fee of 26 mil-
lion euros but struggled to make any signifi-
cant impact with the Madrid club. He scored 
seven goals last season but hasn’t found the 
net in 17 appearances in the current campaign. 
“From Atletico Madrid we wish Matheus 
Cunha the best of success,” said the Spanish 
club. Cunha will join Wolves from January 1 
subject to work permit approval with a per-
manent deal - reportedly worth a club-record 
£43million (48.5 million euros) - an option. 
“Matheus Cunha will become Julen 
Lopetegui’s first signing as Wolves head 
coach, joining on loan from 1st January, sub-
ject to work permit,” said a Wolves statement. 
“The Brazilian international flew to the UK 
and completed his medical earlier in the week, 
finalising a loan move which will automatically 
become a permanent deal until 2027, should 
certain clauses be triggered.” 
 
 
Top Australian Test award  
named after Shane Warne 
 
MELBOURNE: Australia’s men’s Test Player 
of the Year award will be renamed in Shane 
Warne’s honor, officials said Monday, as trib-
utes were paid to the late spin-king at the 
Boxing Day Test against South Africa. Warne, 
considered by many as second in stature only 
to Donald Bradman in sports-mad Australia, 
died unexpectedly aged just 52 in March. The 
Shane Warne Men’s Test Player of the Year 
award will be presented annually, second only 
to the prestigious Allan Border Medal for the 
most outstanding player across all formats. 
“As one of Australia’s all-time greats, it is fit-
ting we acknowledge Shane’s extraordinary 
contribution to Test cricket by naming this 
award in his honor in perpetuity,” said Cricket 
Australia chief Nick Hockley. The announce-
ment came on the opening day of the Boxing 
Day Test at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, 
Warne’s home venue where he achieved many 
memorable feats, including an Ashes hat-trick 
and his 700th Test wicket. —From AFP

NEW YORK: Two-time reigning NBA Most 
Valuable Player Nikola Jokic delivered an epic 
triple-double to give Denver an overtime triumph 
on Sunday while Jayson Tatum powered NBA-best 
Boston to victory. Serbian 27-year-old superstar 
center Jokic scored 41 points, grabbed 15 
rebounds and passed off 15 assists to spark the 
Nuggets over visitors Phoenix 128-125.  

Jokic’s point total, coming on 16-of-25 shooting 
from the floor, was the largest for any Christmas 
triple-double in NBA history. “It’s nice. It’s just one 
game,” Jokic said. “Everybody can have one good 
game.” It was Jokic’s 83rd career triple-double 
and his seventh of this season. The victory gave 
the Nuggets (21-11) a one-game Western 
Conference lead over Memphis, who lost Sunday 
at defending champions Golden State, and New 
Orleans. 

“We keep fighting,” Jokic said of the comeback 
victory. “We have a lot of guys who can play. I’m 
just happy that we are winning. We’re playing real-
ly good.” Denver’s Aaron Gordon added 28 points, 
many on high-leaping slam dunks, and 13 rebounds 
while Jamal Murray had 26 points. Murray’s dunk 
with 11 seconds remaining in regulation sent the 
game to overtime tied at 113-113, while a late dunk 
and free throw in overtime by Gordon helped seal 
Denver’s triumph. 

“It was a crazy game, a lot of up and down, a 
lot of runs for both teams,” Jokic said. “I think it’s 
supposed to be easier game for us. We got the 
win. That’s the most important thing.” Reserve 
Landry Shamut scored 31 points to lead Phoenix, 
who lost star Devin Booker to a groin injury after 
playing only four minutes. At Boston, Tatum 
matched Jokic with 41 points to lead the Celtics 
over Milwaukee 139-118 in a showdown of the 
league’s two top clubs. 

Jaylen Brown added 29 points for the Celtics, 
who improved to 24-10 and stretched their Eastern 
Conference lead over the Bucks (22-11). “They are 
one of the best teams in the league and it’s always 
special to play on Christmas,” Tatum said. “We just 
wanted to give our fans a present today and come 
out of here with a victory.” Tatum scored 20 points 
in the third quarter on 7-of-10 shooting as the 
Celtics boosted their 62-61 halftime lead to 100-
86 entering the fourth quarter. 

“We wanted to come out in the second half, 
especially at the start of that third quarter, with 
some pace and some energy,” Tatum said. Tatum 
delivered the most spectacular hoop of the game 
with a slam dunk over Milwaukee star big man 
Giannis Antetokounmpo, who finished with 27 
points and nine rebounds but no blocked shots. 
“You’ve got to attack the rim,” Tatum said. “If you 
go in there and lay it up, he’s going to send it to 
the parking lot.” 

Golden State, without injured top scorer 
Stephen Curry, defeated Memphis 123-109 to 
knock the Grizzlies from a share of the West lead. 
Jordan Poole scored 32 points to lead Golden 
State before getting his second technical foul and 
being ejected with 9:20 remaining. The Warriors 
improved to 13-2 at home and 16-18 overall. Ja 
Morant had 36 points, seven rebounds and eight 
assists to lead the Grizzlies. Klay Thompson added 

24 points for the Warriors. 
 

Sixers beat Knicks 
Joel Embiid and James Harden sparked 

Philadelphia’s 119-112 victory at New York, the 
76ers’ eighth consecutive triumph. Cameroonian 
star Embiid struck 35 points and eight rebounds 
while Harden contributed 29 points and 13 assists. 
New York’s Julius Randle scored 35 points and 
Jalen Brunson added 23 points and 11 assists 
before leaving with an apparent right-hip injury in 
the fourth quarter. At Dallas, the host Mavericks 
got 32 points, nine rebounds and nine assists from 
Slovenian star Luka Doncic in downing the Los 
Angeles Lakers 124-115. LeBron James scored a 
game-high 38 points with six rebounds and five 
assists but the Lakers (13-20) dropped their fourth 
game in a row since Anthony Davis was sidelined 
with a right foot injury. —AFP

Most valuable player Jokic delivers epic triple-double

Jokic scores 41 points, sparks  
Nuggets over visitors Phoenix

DENVER: Nikola Jokic #15 of the Denver Nuggets and Torrey Craig #0 of the Phoenix Suns compete for a loose ball at Ball 
Arena on December 25, 2022.  —AFP

All Blacks Mo’unga,  
Frizell ink post-World  
Cup Japan deals 

 
WELLINGTON: New Zealand playmaker Richie 
Mo’unga announced Monday he will take up a 
three-year Japan club deal after next year’s Rugby 
World Cup, potentially ending his career in Tests 
and Super Rugby. Mo’unga will be joined by fellow 
All Black Shannon Frizell at the Toshiba Brave 
Lupus in early 2024. Both 28-year-olds will leave 
sizeable holes to fill after making regular Test 
appearances this year, although Mo’unga will be 
most keenly missed by New Zealand supporters. 

His skilled general play and accurate goalkicking 
have seen him overtake Beauden Barrett as the All 
Blacks’s first-choice fly-half, tallying 370 points in 
44 Tests since his debut in 2018. Crusaders coach 
Scott Robertson described Mo’unga as “one of the 

most influential Super Rugby players ever” and a 
central part of the team’s streak of six successive 
titles since 2017. Mo’unga said it will be difficult to 
leave the club after his ninth and final season next 
year. 

“The Crusaders have been my life for ever, even 
before I joined the team it was my life, dreaming of 
being part of the family,” he said in a statement. 
“Looking back at my time with the team since 2015, 
it makes me so grateful to be part of such a fran-
chise, part of some really awesome memories, some 
great achievements and great moments, and to just 
meet some really special people.” In 94 games for 
the Crusaders, Mo’unga has scored 1,010 points to 
sit seventh on Super Rugby’s all-time scorer list. 

Robertson said his playmaker’s influence extend-
ed beyond raw points. “Through his performances 
in the biggest games, the biggest moments - he 
stood up,” Robertson said. “He’s a special man, a 
local boy, pride of the community, and there’s no 
doubt about it - Richie can play. “When Richie is on, 
the team is on. He brings out the best from all the 
players. For me, he is one of the most influential 

Super Rugby players ever - how he plays the game, 
his ability to score points consistently year after 
year in those crucial moments.” Abrasive Tongan-
born flanker Frizell has played 25 Tests since his 
2018 debut, the same year he made his Super 
Rugby start with the Highlanders. —AFP
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Players battle for top  
spots at Arab Masters  
Tennis Tournament 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: The 2nd Arab Masters Tennis Tournament 
will come to a conclusion tomorrow with the final singles 
match at Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
International Tennis Complex. Activities will start by 4:00 
pm with the match to decide third and fourth place in the 
presence of Chairman of the Board of Arab and Kuwait 
Tennis Federations Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah 
Al-Sabah, President of the Union of Arab Union of Arab 
National Olympic Committees Major General Ahmad 
Nasser Kama, Vice President of International Federation 
of Sport for all Dr Emad Mustafa Al-Banani, 
Ambassadors and sports personalities. 

The doubles final match was between Tunisians 
Mohammad Aziz Dougaz and Iskander Al-Mansouri 
and Jordanian’s Abdallah Shelbayeh and Mousa 
Alkotop. The third place deciding match was also 
played between Moroccans Walid Ahouda and Yassine 
Dlimi against Egyptians Kareem Maamoun and 
Mohammad Safwat. 

In the men’s singles semi finalists, Lebanon’s Benjamin 
Hassan beat Egypt’s Akram Al-Sallali 6-4/6-1 and 
Jordan’s Abdallah Shelbayeh defeated Egypt’s Kareem 
Maamoun 6-4/6-1. Also, Moroccan Yaseen Dlimi defeat-
ed Egypt’s Mohammad Safwat 6-4, 2-6, 6-4 while 
Mohamad Aziz Dougaz (from Tunis) defeated his compa-
triot Mohamed Oukaa 6-4/6-0. 

Jordan’s Abdallah Shelbayeh is impressed with 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
International Tennis Complex. “This is my first visit to 
this facility, and it will not be the last. The facility 
meets all requirements and is among the best in the 
world. It provides an ideal sports environment for any 
athletes,” he said. Benjamin Hassan

Yaseen Dlimi


