
6 sports offbeat  
stories in 2022 
 
PARIS: After the hiatus of the COVID years, the 
world of sport leapt out of the traps in 2022 to make 
up for lost time. A Winter Olympics and World Cups 
in men’s football, cricket T20, women’s rugby union, 
men’s and women’s - and wheelchair - rugby league, a 
well as the women’s Euros made for a busy 12 months, 
not to mention a full program of individual sports. All 
serious stuff that filled the front and back pages. 
However, there were a number of other tales that were 
a touch lighter. This is AFP’s ‘Six of the Best’  bizarre 
stories to have touched the world of sport in 2022. 
 

Bug-eyed Djoko 
Scientists in Serbia made quite the buzz when they 

named a newly-discovered insect species after tennis 
star Novak Djokovic, due to the bug’s “speed and 
tenacity”. Biologist Nikola Vesovic described the 
insect on Instagram as “a specialized, blind, subter-
ranean ground beetle found in a pit near the town of 
Ljubovija” in the west of the country. “It is very quick 
and eats other small animals,” he told AFP. “It is a 
predator in its underground environment, just as 
Novak is a kind of predator on the tennis courts.” It is 
the second such honor to be bestowed on Djokovic 
who has a habit of swotting away opponents on the 
court - a couple of months earlier a freshwater snail 
in Montenegro was also named after him. 

 
Uganda ‘cell’ phone ban 

Ugandan prison staff were banned from using 
their mobile phones during the World Cup, appar-
ently because inmates might exploit the “excitement” 
surrounding the football tournament to escape. Frank 
Mayanja Baine, spokesman for the Commissioner 
General of Prisons, said that the prison officers 
phones might “distract attention and interfere with 
the level of alertness”. Their cellphones obviously did 
not have enough bars. 

 
Forgotten Fed  

In his heyday his was one of the most famous sport-
ing faces in the world. Three months after his retire-
ment, however, it seems Roger Federer is a forgotten 
man-at least in London SW19. That’s the postcode of 
the All England Club where Federer won the 
Wimbledon championships eight times. That, however, 
counted for nothing to a zealous security guard who 
refused the great man entry as he went in search of a 
cup of tea because he didn’t have his membership card. 

“I’m like, ‘Uh, we have one?’” Federer told 
American TV programme ‘The Daily Show’. “Because 
when you win Wimbledon, you become a member 
automatically. “Honestly, I don’t know about member-
ship cards. They’re probably at home somewhere. “I 
look at her one last time and I’m in a panic now...And 
I say, ‘I have won this tournament eight times, please 
believe me, I am a member and where do I get in?’” 
Federer was finally allowed in at another gate thanks 

to the back-up of a member of the public who 
vouched for his record on the famous grass courts. 

 
Wisden clips WG  

Cricket ‘bible’ Wisden ruffled feathers when it 
announced that it was cutting two of WG Grace’s 
centuries which it no longer considers first-class. 
Given that the good doctor, arguably the sporting 
superstar of the 19th century, died 107 years ago in 
1915, one might wonder who cares. Not WG at any 
rate. It does mean, however, that his historic 100th 
century is no longer deemed to be the one he scored 
for Gloucestershire against Somerset-much celebrat-
ed at the time-on May 17, 1895, instead coming with 
no fanfare at Middlesex against Lord’s a fortnight lat-
er. The change does not appear to have damaged the 
memorablilia market, though, with original souvenir 
plates, issued in 1895 to commemorate the feat, still 
selling on eBay for £1,020 ($1,250). 

 
Skiing in the sand 

With the world trying to work out how to combat 
global warming, it may be that Saudi Arabia has 
found the answer: turn the deserts to snow. That 
appears to be the plan at any rate after Saudi-which, 
let’s be clear has an average temperature by the 
coast of 270C to 380C-was chosen to host the 2029 
Asian Winter Games. It will be held at an under-con-
struction $500 billion futuristic desert megacity that 
planners say will feature a year-round winter sports 
complex. 

 
Hot dog contest  

Just as the French play petanque and the English 
knuckle down to their marbles, so the Americans eat 
their hot dogs. Boy, do they eat hot dogs. So much so 
that the playfully named Joey “Jaws” Chestnut 
wolfed down 63 - buns included - in just 10 minutes, 
to win the annual Nathan’s Famous Fourth of July Hot 
Dog Eating Contest on Coney Island in New York. 
Multiple champion Chestnut apologized to the 
crowd, though, as he fell some way short of the 76 he 
crammed down in 2020. “Joey Chestnut is a force 
from beyond who defies the laws of physics,” said 
contest host George Shea who says the contest is 
“arguably the most iconic sporting event in 
American history”. Miki Sudo, who missed last year’s 
event because she was pregnant, won the women’s 
event with 40, eight shy of her own record. —AFP
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MIAMI: Tom Brady marched Tampa Bay 66 yards in 
nine plays in overtime to set up Ryan Succop’s game-
winning 40-yard field goal on Sunday that gave the 
Buccaneers a dramatic 19-16 victory at Arizona. Seven-
time Super Bowl champion Brady completed 32-of-48 
passes for 281 yards and a touchdown, with two intercep-
tions, but sparked the Bucs to score the final 13 points in a 
crucial triumph for Tampa Bay’s NFL playoff hopes. 

“Tougher than we should have had and tougher than 
we wanted,” Brady said. “They played really well on 
defense and we had some long fields and turnovers again 
but we grinded it out and found a way to win.” The 45-
year-old quarterback, playing in his first Christmas con-
test, won his 11th regular-season overtime game as the 
Bucs improved to 7-8 to stay one game atop Carolina 
and New Orleans in the NFC South division. Tampa Bay 
can clinch the division crown and a playoff berth with a 
home victory next Sunday over Carolina. Had the Bucs 
lost to Arizona, they would have needed to beat Carolina 
to keep any playoff hope alive. 

“We’ll lick our wounds, regroup and try to be at our 
best next week,” Brady said. “We’ve got to go home and 
play a huge game on Sunday. “It will take our best. We 
haven’t had our best for 60 minutes yet. We’ve got to 
bring it. Going to be a really tough game.” James Conner’s 
22-yard touchdown run with 10:47 remaining gave 
Arizona a 16-6 lead, but just 2:44 later, Brady flipped a 
three-yard touchdown pass to Rachaad White to lift the 
Bucs within three. 

Tampa Bay’s William Gholston recovered a fumble 
with 4:53 to play at the Arizona 45-yard line to set up 
Succop’s third field goal, a 42-yarder with 2:27 remaining, 
to lift the Bucs level and set the stage for overtime. The 

Cardinals, already eliminated from playoff contention, 
suffered their seventh loss in eight games. At Miami, 
Aaron Rodgers threw for 238 yards and a touchdown 
while Green Bay defenders intercepted three passes in 
the fourth quarter of the Packers 26-20 triumph over the 
host Dolphins. The Packers improved to 7-8, level with 
Seattle and Detroit and one-half game behind 
Washington for the final NFC playoff berth. 

 
‘A special day’ 

Green Bay picked off Miami’s Tua Tagovailoa to set up 
field goals of 28 and 26 yards by Mason Crosby and a 
final Packers interception by Rasul Douglas in the dying 
seconds sealed their third victory in a row. “A special day 
for us. Our defense came up and played outstanding,” 
Rodgers said. “We were down 20-10 and scored the last 
16 points. Offensively we struggled in the red zone. But 
this was special.” The Dolphins suffered their fourth con-
secutive defeat and fell to 8-7, clinging to the last AFC 
playoff berth by a single game over four rivals with two 
games remaining. “I’m really proud of our team,” Rodgers 
said. “We found a way to win and the way our defense 
stepped up the last few drives was outstanding.” 

The Packers finish with home games in frigid Green 
Bay against Detroit and Minnesota, who play in enclosed 
venues. “Couple of dome teams coming in,” Rodgers not-
ed. “It has been cold up in Green Bay.” In a matchup of 
teams eliminated from playoff contention, the Los 
Angeles Rams routed visiting Denver 51-14. Cam Akers 
carried 23 times for 118 yards and three touchdowns 
while Baker Mayfield completed 24 of 28 passes for 230 
yards and two touchdowns for the Rams, who had four 
interceptions in the romp. —AFP

GLENDALE: Greg Dortch #83 of the Arizona Cardinals is hit by Devin White #45 and Lavonte David #54 of the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers after making a catch during the 2nd half of the game at State Farm Stadium on December 25, 2022. —AFP

Buccaneers pull dramatic  
19-16 victory at Arizona

Packers, Rams win; Brady’s Bucs boost NFL playoff hopes 

Juve scandal rumbles  
on as accounts stay  
deep in the red 

 
MILAN: Juventus’ troubles will continue on 
Tuesday when the shareholders of Italy’s biggest 
football club meet to approve the latest disastrous 
set of accounts following last month’s mass board-
room resignations. Juve’s entire board quit as an 
investigation by prosecutors in Turin into allega-
tions of false accounting and irregularities in the 
transfer and loans of players led to 15 people and 
the club being charged with a variety of offences. 

On Tuesday revised losses for the 2021/22 sea-
son of 239.3 million euros (255 million dollars) will 
be ratified, the fifth straight set of annual accounts 
in the red. Juve are listed on the Italian stock mar-
ket and in September announced record losses of 
254 million euros, a figure revised downwards 
after losses for 2020/21 were revised upwards 
from 209 million euros to 226 million euros. 

Those accounts were modified following find-
ings of stock exchange regulator CONSOB as well 
as  auditors and prosecutors. Tuesday’s meeting 
had been scheduled for November 23 but was 
pushed back just over a week before the board 
announced its decision to step down. Chairman 
Andrea Agnelli was among those to resign, bring-
ing to an end a 12-year reign which brought a host 
of trophies and for a period re-established 
Juventus as one of Europe’s best teams. 

However, Juve’s run of nine straight league titles 
came to an end in 2021 and their performances on 
the continent plummeted after they spent more 
than 100 million euros to sign Cristiano Ronaldo 
from Real Madrid three years before. Ronaldo’s 
arrival coincided with an increase in salary costs 
which combined with the COVID-19 pandemic led 
to two capital increases worth 700 million euros 
from parent company Exor, controlled by the 
powerful Agnelli family. 

In documents seen by AFP, Juve are accused of 
artificially inflating transfer values and also lying 
to the stock market when announcing at the height 
of the pandemic that players would help the club 
save 90 million euros by giving up their salaries 
for March, April, May and June 2020. Prosecutors 
say the club privately assured players they would 
only have to give up one month’s salary, saving 
just 22 million euros. 

 
Trial date looms  

Shareholders are set to meet again on January 
18 to appoint the new board which is to be led by 
Gianluca Ferrero, a Turin-born former head of 
coffee brand Lavazza who is trusted by Exor 
chairman John Elkann - Andrea Agnelli’s cousin. A 
preliminary court hearing next month will decide 
whether those charged by prosecutors will be 
defendants in a trial which would provide a trou-
blesome backdrop to the second half of what has 

already been a complicated season for Juventus. 
The Turin giants were knocked out of the 

Champions League after finishing the group 
stage with just three points and trail Serie A lead-
ers Napoli by 10 points. Coach Massimiliano 
Allegri had been under fire following an appalling 
start to the campaign but a run of six league wins 
in the month leading up to the World Cup 
dragged Juve to third in Serie A. The chaos else-
where hasn’t had a direct impact on Allegri, who 
is st i l l  in place alongside sporting director 
Federico Cherubini. 

For Agnelli however the season is becoming 
something of a nightmare, with Juve’s finances 
also under investigation by UEFA. European foot-
ball’s governing body also appear to be winning 
the battle against the remaining proponents of the 
aborted Super League, which included Agnelli. 
The European Court of Justice’s top legal advisor 
said earlier this month that UEFA and global body 
FIFA had acted within the law when they threat-
ened to expel clubs or players who joined the 
closed breakaway league. 

As Juventus chairman Agnelli and his counter-
parts at Barcelona and reigning European cham-
pions Real Madrid were hanging on to the Super 
League idea despite its collapse just 48 hours 
after its announcement in 2021 following fan out-
rage. The Super League’s holding company’s claim 
that UEFA abused its position in the market to 
squeeze out fair competition was rejected by 
Advocate General Athanasios Rantos. A definitive 
ruling is expected to be made official by the ECJ 
early next year. —AFP

Juventus FC chairman Andrea Agnelli
Serbia’s Novak Djokovic 

 

English Premier League 
Chelsea v Bournemouth                      20:30  
beIN Sports 1 HD Premium 
beIN Sports Connect 
Man United v  Forest                            23:00  
beIN Sports 1 HD Premium 
beIN Sports Connect

Today’s matches 


