
Sport
Established 1961 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2022

English Premier League returns
Kane on target for Spurs • Newcastle cruise • Fulham beat 9-man Palace

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (center) fails his attempt during the English Premier League football match between Brentford and Tottenham Hotspur on December 26, 2022. — AFP 

LONDON: Antonio Conte hailed Harry Kane’s 
character after the England captain recovered from 
his World Cup heartache to help Tottenham rescue 
a 2-2 draw at Brentford, while Newcastle climbed to 
second place with a 3-0 win at Leicester on 
Monday. 

In the first Premier League fixture since the 
World Cup break in mid-November, Tottenham 
were in danger of a damaging defeat after Vitaly 
Janelt and Ivan Toney put Brentford in command at 
the Community Stadium. Janelt fired home after 15 
minutes with a close-range finish after Tottenham 
keeper Fraser Forster spilled Mathias Jensen’s shot. 

Toney struck from close-range in the 54th 
minute from Christian Norgaard’s flick on. But Kane 
netted with a 65th minute header to start the 
Tottenham recovery in his first game since missing a 
crucial penalty in England’s World Cup quarter-final 
defeat against France. 

Brentford have not beaten Tottenham since 1948 
and their long wait for a victory over the north 

Londoners goes on after Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg 
curled home with 19 minutes left. Tottenham boss 
Conte praised England captain Kane for his contri-
bution following his World Cup disappointment. 

“When he came back he was good. We know the 
importance of Harry for us, his personality, his char-
acter. He’s the best player we have. I’m happy that 
he scored today,” Conte said. “Since last season we 
have made a good step. Now we have to continue 
to push ourselves. It is not easy. We have shown big 
character,” Conte said. 

Tottenham stay fourth in the table, four points 
ahead of fifth-placed Manchester United in the race 
to qualify for the Champions League. Newcastle are 
three points ahead of Tottenham as their unexpect-
ed push for a top four finish gathers pace. The 
Magpies, revitalized by boss Eddie Howe since their 
Saudi-backed takeover, were ahead with less than 
three minutes on the clock when Chris Wood con-
verted a penalty awarded for Daniel Amartey’s foul 
on Joelinton. 

Ascendent Newcastle 
Newcastle doubled their lead in sublime fashion 

in the sixth minute as Miguel Almiron played a one-
two with Bruno Guimaraes and slotted past Danny 
Ward for his eighth goal in his last eight league 
games. Joelinton headed home from a corner in the 
32nd minute as Newcastle made it six successive 
league victories - their best run in the competition 
since 2012. 

Newcastle are now just four points behind lead-
ers Arsenal, who host London rivals West Ham later 
on Monday. Everton suffered a damaging 2-1 defeat 
against relegation rivals Wolves as Rayan Ait-Nouri 
struck in final seconds for the visitors at Goodison 
Park. Yerry Mina gave Everton a seventh minute 
lead when the Colombia defender headed home 
from Dwight McNeil’s corner. 

Wolves levelled midway through the first half as 
Joao Moutinho’s cross was volleyed in by Daniel 
Podence. Ait-Nouri poked home from close range 
after Everton failed to deal with a counter-attack in 

the fifth minute of stoppage-time. Third bottom 
Wolves now sit only one point behind fourth bottom 
Everton, whose manager Frank Lampard is under 
increasing pressure. 

Southampton slipped to the bottom of the table 
after a 3-1 home defeat against south-coast rivals 
Brighton. Adam Lallana headed Brighton in front 
against his former club in the 14th minute and 
Romain Perraud’s own goal increased the lead 10 
minutes before half-time. Brighton struck again ear-
ly in the second half through Solly March’s long-
range blast. 

James Ward-Prowse reduced the deficit on 
the rebound after his penalty was saved by 
Robert Sanchez, but it wasn’t enough to avoid 
defeat in boss Nathan Jones’ first home league 
game in charge. Fulham won 3-0 at nine-man 
Crystal Palace, who had Tyrick Mitchell and 
James Tomkins sent off. Bobby De Cordova-Reid, 
Tim Ream and Aleksandar Mitrovic scored 
Fulham’s goals. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Allrounder Cameron Green took a 
career-best 5-27 as Australia ripped through South 
Africa’s fragile batting before piling on late runs to 
seize control of the second Test in Melbourne on 
Monday. After the visitors were dismissed for 189, an 
aggressive David Warner, in his 100th Test, was 
unbeaten on 32 and Marnus Labuschagne was not out 
on five to steer the hosts to 45-1 at stumps on day one. 

Usman Khawaja was out for one, caught behind by 
Kyle Verreynne off Kagiso Rabada. Australia won the 
first of three Tests by six wickets inside two days on a 
hostile and green Gabba pitch in Brisbane last week. 
The wicket at the Melbourne Cricket Ground was less 
bowler-friendly, but captain Pat Cummins surprisingly 
chose to field at a venue where toss-winning teams 
normally bat first. 

South African skipper Dean Elgar said he was 
bewildered by the decision, but it proved to be 
inspired in front of 64,876 fans with the Proteas losing 
early wickets as they again struggled against the 
hosts’ bowling firepower. After slumping to 67-5, 
Verreynne and Marco Jansen launched a stirring fight-
back in a gutsy 112-run stand.  

But then Green - the second-most expensive buy 
at the Indian Premier League auction last week - went 
on a blitz, snapping the partnership when Verreynne 
got an outside edge on 52 that Steve Smith collected. 
Two balls later, Jansen was gone, caught by wicket-
keeper Alex Carey for 59 off Green before the giant 
Australian bowled Kagiso Rabada and Lungi Ngidi. 
Green took 4-8 in the spell with the Proteas losing 
their last five wickets for 10 runs. 

South Africa started the day nervously, losing Sarel 

Erwee and Theunis de Bruyn cheaply. They were 
stunned just before lunch when Elgar, who passed 
5,000 Test runs, and the experienced Temba Bavuma 
departed in consecutive balls. It left them in trouble at 
58-4 and the inexperienced middle order facing a 
daunting task. 

 When Khaya Zondo was out in the fifth over after 
lunch for five, courtesy of a stunning Marnus 
Labuschagne diving catch, the end looked nigh before 
Verreynne and Jansen dug in.  

On a humid day, Cummins asked some searching 
early questions, dropping Elgar on seven off his own 
bowling and then having two big lbw shouts against 
Sarel Erwee denied. Erwee lived dangerously and was 
no match for local hero Scott Boland. The seamer, who 
took 6-7 in the corresponding Test against England a 
year ago, came on to thunderous applause and got the 
breakthrough in his second over, with Khawaja taking 
a low catch at third slip to remove Erwee for 18. South 
Africa’s batting has been under the pump recently and 
as the senior player, Elgar knew he had to stick 
around. — AFP 

KARACHI: Babar Azam knocked a fighting hundred 
and the recalled Sarfaraz Ahmed hit a half century to 
guide Pakistan to a healthy 317-5 on the opening day 
of the first Test against New Zealand in Karachi on 
Monday. The pair led Pakistan’s recovery from 110-4 
during a 196-run fifth wicket stand, as the home team 
lost only Sarfaraz in the last two sessions.  

New Zealand spinners had taken three early wick-
ets on a spin-assisting National Stadium pitch and one 
before lunch but had to wait until the closing moments 
when Ajaz Patel got Sarfaraz caught in the slip for 86. 
At close, Azam was unbeaten on 161 and Agha Salman 
three as the home team looked to lift from last week’s 
3-0 loss at the hands of England, their first ever white-
wash at home.  

Azam now has 1,170 runs in nine Tests this year - 
the highest run scorer in Tests in 2022. He also beat 
Mohammad Yousuf’s 2006 aggregate of 2,435 in all 
three formats, taking 2,584 runs across the board this 
year. The Pakistan skipper swept spinner Michael 
Bracewell for a six towards mid-wicket to reach his 
ninth Test century. He has also hit 16 boundaries. 

Sarfaraz, playing his 50th Test and first since 
January 2019, cracked nine boundaries in his 256-
minute knock but missed out on a century. “It’s some-
thing I am sad about, but then I look back and think, 
‘what if I had fallen without scoring?’,” he said. Happy 
to return to the field after fearing he would not play 
for his country again, he confessed to needing some 
support from his team. “When I went in and played 
the first three deliveries I had a very fast heartbeat, so 
during the lunch break my fellow players and Azam 
told me to relax, so I was calmer afterwards,” he said. 

Costly miss 
New Zealand will be ruing letting Azam off the 

hook when he was on just 12, after Daryl Mitchell 
spilled a regulation catch at slip off Bracewell. The 
tourists also failed to run out Azam on 54 when Devon 
Conway missed the stumps, with the Pakistan skipper 
well short of his crease. “Babar made the most of his 
chance and batted really well,” said Patel. “Obviously 
no one wants to drop catches but it happens some-
times, it’s just the nature of the game.”  

New Zealand’s spinners dominated the first ses-
sion, with Bracewell dismissing Shan Masood for 
three and Imam-ul-Haq for 24, while Patel took the 
early wicket of Abdullah Shafique for seven. In the 
penultimate over before lunch, fast bowler Tim 
Southee dismissed Saud Shakeel for 22 to complete a 
successful session for the tourists, playing their first 
Test series in Pakistan since 2002. New Zealand’s 
decision to play with three spinners appeared justi-
fied, as the National Stadium pitch took turn right 
from the start. Patel came on to bowl in just the fourth 
over of the innings. — AFP 

Azam, Sarfaraz  
punish sloppy  
NZ in first Test

KARACHI: Pakistan’s captain Babar Azam plays a shot 
during the first day of the first cricket Test match 
between Pakistan and New Zealand at the National 
Stadium in Karachi on December 26, 2022. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Australia’s Scott Boland (right) bowls as 
South African batsman Kyle Verreynne (left) watches 
on the first day of the second cricket Test match 
between Australia and South Africa at the MCG in 
Melbourne on December 26, 2022. — AFP  

Australia seize  
control of 2nd  
S Africa Test


