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Row over ‘immoral’ women’s 
yoga retreat erupts in Kuwait
Lawyer files complaint to parliament against MP Azmi

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti women’s yoga retreat that 
was denounced as “immoral” has been postponed 
after authorities said it needed a permit, its organiz-
er said, prompting a backlash online and a com-
plaint to parliament. Yoga instructor Eman Al-
Husseinan said she had come under fierce media 
attack over the desert retreat, which was scheduled 
to take place on Friday. 

“When I first organized the event, I did not 
know about the need for permits, and I was con-
tacted by the interior ministry which clarified the 
importance of these permits,” she said in an 
online video posted late Thursday. “We had 
already stressed the need for appropriate attire 
to take part in the sessions, which is modest 
clothing,” she added. 

The one-day retreat was focused on practicing 
yoga and highlighting its health benefits, as well 
creating a fun environment for women, Husseinan 
said. “I was to subject a fierce media attack... they 
projected an image of the event in a manner that 
was insulting, portraying it to be immoral. “Such 
projections are not a reflection of my morals or the 
morals of any Kuwaiti woman or Kuwaiti society.” 

Lawmaker Hamdan Al-Azmi had objected 
strongly to the event, urging its cancellation. “This is 
a serious matter, and we urge the interior minister 
to move swiftly in stopping these practices that are 

alien to our conservative society,” he tweeted on 
Wednesday. While some online agreed with the MP, 
many threw their support behind Husseinan. 

“Kuwaiti women have become robbed of their 
will and rights... they are prevented from practicing 
yoga... and from exercising their basic rights,” 
tweeted Kuwaiti writer Aljazi Alsenafi. Lawyer Areej 
Hamadeh told AFP that she had filed a complaint to 
parliament against Azmi. “The MP has infringed on 
the constitution and personal freedoms and decided 
to impose his own guardianship on society under 
the pretext of its customs and traditions,” she said. 

Kuwaiti women, who earned the right to vote in 
2005, have long been pushing the boundaries of 
their society, considered one of the most open in 
the region. Last year, they defied conservative 
norms and a culture of “shame” to speak out against 
harassment for the first time. Azmi ruffled feathers 
last month when he questioned the defense minister 
about an October decision to allow women to join 
the army in combat roles. 

The defense ministry later imposed new rules on 
women in the military, saying they have to wear a 
hijab, need permission from a male guardian to join 
and are not allowed to carry weapons. Unlike other 
Gulf countries, Kuwait’s parliament enjoys legisla-
tive power and lawmakers have been known to 
challenge the government. — AFP 

Amir returns home after private visit

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah returned to Kuwait yesterday after 
a private visit abroad. Upon arrival, HH the Amir was received by HH the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH Sheikh Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and senior state officials. —KUNA  

Erdogan tests COVID positive 
 
ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said yesterday he had tested positive 
for COVID-19 but was not experiencing severe 
symptoms. “After experiencing light symptoms, 
my wife and I tested positive for COVID-19. We 
have a mild infection thankfully, which we 
learned to be the Omicron variant,” the 67-
year-old president said in a tweet. — AFP 

Egypt media tycoon charged 
 
CAIRO: An Egyptian businessman was charged 
yesterday with “human trafficking” and “sexual 
assault” a month after he was arrested over 
accusations that he abused seven girls in an 
orphanage he founded. Media and real estate 
tycoon Mohamed El-Amin was arrested on Jan 
8 and held in custody pending investigations 
into accusations that he “sexually assaulted chil-
dren using force”. He now faces up to 25 years 
in prison if found guilty. — AFP 

Release of Gitmo inmate recommended 
 
WASHINGTON: American authorities have 
recommended releasing a mentally ill inmate from 
Guantanamo Bay and repatriating him to Saudi 
Arabia, according to a government document 
published Friday. Suspected of being Al Qaeda’s 
intended 20th hijacker for the Sept 11, 2001 
attacks against the United States, Mohammed Al-
Qahtani was tortured by interrogators at the US 
military base in Cuba where he has been detained 
for nearly two decades. — AFP (See Page 6)

Meta adds ‘personal boundary’ 
 
SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook parent Meta 
began rolling out Friday a minimum distance 
between users’ avatars in its virtual reality 
Horizon network after reports of harassment, 
one of the thorny issues for its metaverse 
vision. — AFP (See Page 8) 

IGHRANE, Morocco: A member of the Moroccan emergency services ges-
tures as teams work yesterday on the rescue of five-year-old boy Rayan 
from a well shaft he fell into in this remote village. — AFP 

IGHRANE, Morocco: Morocco held 
its breath as rescue workers yester-
day entered a tunnel and reached a 
pocket where a five-year-old boy has 
been trapped for days after falling 
into a well. For five days the complex 
and risky earth-moving operation has 
gripped residents of the North 
African kingdom and beyond, also 
sparking sympathy in neighboring 
Algeria, a regional rival.  

A medical team was with the res-
cuers, who were trying to resuscitate 
young Rayan before bringing him out. 
It was not immediately clear how long 
it would take for them to exit the tun-
nel. A camera inserted into the well 
where Rayan is stuck had shown him, 
from behind, lying on his side, said 
Abdelhadi Tamrani, an official in 
charge of the operation.  

But it is “impossible to say with 
certainty that he is alive,” Tamrani told 
AFP. Onlookers applauded to encour-
age the rescuers, sang religious songs 
or prayed, chanting in unison “Allahu 
Akbar” (God is greatest). The more 
time that passes, the more fears arise 
over Rayan’s condition.  
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TEHRAN: US steps on lifting sanctions are “good 
but not enough”, Iran’s foreign minister said yester-
day, hours after Washington announced it was 
waiving sanctions on Iran’s civilian nuclear program. 

The US action came as talks to restore a 2015 deal 
between Tehran and world powers over its nuclear 
program reached an advanced stage, with the issue 
of sanctions relief a major issue. 

“The lifting of some sanctions can, in the true 
sense of the word, translate into their good will. 
Americans talk about it, but it should be known that 
what happens on paper is good but not enough,” 
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian 
was quoted as saying by ISNA news agency.  

The secretary of Iran’s Supreme National 
Security Council also reflected Tehran’s view that 

the US move falls short. “Real, effective and verifi-
able economic benefit for Iran is a necessary condi-
tion for the formation of an agreement,” Ali 
Shamkhani said in a tweet. “The show of lifting sanc-
tions is not considered a constructive effort,” he 
added. The US State Department on Friday said it 
was waiving sanctions on Iran’s civilian nuclear pro-
gram in a technical step necessary to return to the 
2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA. 

Former president Donald Trump withdrew from 
the pact in 2018 and reimposed crippling sanctions  
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VIENNA: It’s official: Austrians over 
the age of 18 must be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 or face the possi-
bility of a heavy fine, an unprecedent-
ed measure in the European Union. 
The new measure, adopted on Jan 20 
by Parliament, came into force yester-
day, the culmination of a process that 

began in November in the face of the 
rapid spread of the Omicron variant. 
The government decided to pursue its 
new, tougher approach despite criti-
cism within the country. 

“No other country in Europe is fol-
lowing us on compulsory vaccines,” 
said Manuel Krautgartner, who has 
campaigned against the new 
approach. In neighboring Germany, a 
similar proposal championed by the 
new Social Democrat Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz was debated last month in the 
lower house of parliament but many 
MPs still oppose the idea.  
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VIENNA: A woman is vaccinated at a vaccination center in Amalienbad 
yesterday. — AFP 
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