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Established 1961 

Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural 
Center, a civilized beacon in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural 
Center (ASCC) has attracted hundreds of thousands 
of visitors since its establishment, solidifying the 
cultural movement in Kuwait and becoming one of 
the country’s scientific and cultural monuments. 
ASCC, which opened in February 2018, has attract-
ed over 580,000 visitors as of March 2020, affirm-
ing its high status on the cultural arena as one of 
Kuwait’s latest intellectual-educational beacon. The 
center has organized 88 activities, which ranged 
from exhibitions, lectures and workshops to festi-
vals, camps and plays, touching on interests of dif-
ferent segments of the society. 

Around 500 international organizations visited 
ASCC, which was also keen on establishing partner-
ships with embassies and similar international agen-
cies. ASCC held cultural and scientific workshops 
about rocks, recycling, plants and energy sources 
among others, a camp for children during Ramadan, 
summer camps, space academy, Eid festivals and 
events in the Planetarium. ASCC participated in two 
events abroad, the first was in Venice, Italy, in 2019, 
and the second was last October in Berlin, Germany. 
The center won the prestigious ABB LEAF award as 
the Public Building of the year 2018, as well as four 
international awards. ASCC, named after late Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, is situated on 
the seaside Arabian Gulf Road and was built in the 
same place where Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem High 
School, one of Kuwait first government schools. 

ASCC, occupying 127,000 square meters with a 
parking lot for 1,231 cars, consists of eight buildings, 
six museums, one conference hall and documents’ 
facility. The center, which has 25 water fountains, 
comprises 22 display halls with over 1,100 pieces of 
relics and unique items. The center, built in 20 

months, consists of many facilities like theaters, 
green areas, gift shops, restaurants, coffee shops 
and outdoor sitting areas. Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem 
Theater hosts local and international events, in 
addition to specialized conferences and exhibitions. 
It is designed to trigger inspiration for exhibitors, 
artists and students. The six family-friendly exhibi-
tions depict historic, cultural, intellectual, scientific 
and technological worlds. 

 
Natural world 

One exhibition enlightens visitors about the nat-
ural world for better comprehension of ecosystems 
and how they influence development of biodiversity 
of in the planet over millions of years. The exhibition 
enables visitors to explore Southeast Asia’s rain-
forests and see how mangroves help the ecology. 
Visitors can dive into an underwater wonderland 
and witness the wildlife, particularly in Kuwait. The 
visitors can also test their skills in the exhibition’s 
interactive displays and learn about how humans 
can keep the coastal community alive and help sus-
tain the planet. In the “Our Earth” museum, the visi-
tors are welcomed into the world of the dinosaurs. 

They see the amazing reptiles and mammals 
that lived on earth up to 65 million years ago and 
also be bedazzled at the size of the huge creatures 
that inhabited Kuwait’s prehistoric seas, how did 
they sound? What did they eat? The exhibition 
allows visitors to become paleontologists for the 
day in the Dino Lab and try to unearth their own 
dinosaur. Visitors will see the world of geology 
and geography come alive as they delve below the 
earth’s crust to its fiery core. How does Kuwait’s 
industry and climate affect the world and how can 
we affect changes in the environment, at home and 

in the community to ensure a cleaner, greener 
planet. The Transportation and Robots museum 
display how through centuries transportation has 
taken people from elementary hot air balloons to 
jet engines, horse-drawn carriages to cars and 
small boats to oil tankers. Learn about Kuwait’s 
maritime heritage and its long history of boat 
building. Also in the exhibition, visitors could meet 
the resident Giant Robot and discover the latest 
ways robotic technology is assisting humans. 
Visitors are welcomed to the demonstration area 
to learn about Artificial Intelligence (AI) and inter-
act with robots, or learn about basic scientific 
processes in the Experiment Gallery. 

Innovators will enjoy the Maker Space where 
creative ideas and scientific innovation is encour-
aged. Visitors can get acquainted at the Human 
Body and Mind Museum with how human body and 
mind work, their secrets and will realize how the 
brain act as super-computers with encapsulating 
exhibits explain how the brain and body work in 
tandem. The importance of health becomes clear 
when visitors learn how human bodies are tested 
when under attack. Through a 4D show, the interac-
tive character Kashef enlightens audiences to the 
marvels of the body’s indefatigable defense mecha-
nisms. 

 
Golden Age of Islam 

The Arabic Islamic Science Museum focuses on 
the Golden Age of Islam and the innumerable scien-
tific, cultural and artistic contributions of Muslims 
and Arabs to modern day science. The Arabic 
Islamic Science Museum highlights the scientists’ 
groundbreaking work and accomplishments allow-
ing visitors to proudly reconnect with the inspira-

tional message of Islam, which actively encouraged 
scientific discovery. It recognizes the work of Arab 
and Islamic scholars in the fields of Exploration, 
Medicine, Astronomy and Engineering; and sees 
how scientific discoveries contributed to the archi-
tectural wonders of the Islamic world. Moreover, it 
offers the spectacular opportunity to converse with 
ancient polymaths Al-Khwarizmi and Al-Bairuni 
who appear to have been brought to life in a 
uniquely entertaining exhibit. 

Meanwhile, the study of space and the universe 
has always evoked mystery and inspiration. The 
Centre’s Space exhibit gives audiences an unprece-
dented opportunity to explore the wonders of this 
unknown universe. The ASCC is also promoting 
culture of tolerance, respecting of human rights and 
peace among youth. It offers scientific programs 
like Coded, which teach boys and girls principles of 
coding, as well as a Bricks for Kids program in 
which participants learn scientific and mathematic 
skills through Lego Bricks. ASCC has six rooms for 
training and workshops, a Fine Arts Center com-
prising galleries, exhibition spaces, library, and 
artist studios. The Fine Arts Centre offers impres-
sive programs of high-quality exhibitions, and col-
laborative shows for local artists, supporting them 
through communicating with international artists 
and professionals. Aimed at renovating the fine arts 
platform in Kuwait, it also hosts fairs, festivals, 
workshops, and conferences. Artist in Residence is 
one of the program offered by the Fine Arts Center. 
This program offers professional space for artists 
to develop their research and creative practices, 
and explore new ideas. The Library connects all 
museums with the Fine Arts Center, aimed at edu-
cating the young generation. —  KUNA 

KUWAIT: An aerial view of the Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural Center. — KUNA photos A panoramic view of the Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural Center.
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Rescuers had tried to get oxygen and water down 

to the child but it was not clear whether he was able 
to use the vital supplies, AFP reporters said. 

Rayan accidentally fell about 32 m down the nar-
row shaft near his home in the remote village of 
Ighrane in Chefchaouen province on Tuesday after-
noon. Rescue crews, using bulldozers and front-end 
loaders, excavated the surrounding red earth down 
to the level where the boy is trapped and are now 
digging horizontally towards him, by hand. 

They face a risk of landslides, and yesterday had 
to maneuver around a large rock which blocked 
their way. Earlier in the darkness, crews had moved 
a heavy pipe into position in the area. One rescuer 
lugged what appeared to be a jackhammer. A glacial 
cold has gripped this mountainous and impover-
ished region of the Rif, which is at an elevation of 
about 700 m. 

Thousands of people have gathered and even 
camped in solidarity around the site in recent days, 
where AFP reporters have said the tension has 
been palpable. “We are showing solidarity with 
this child, who is dear to Morocco and the whole 
world,” said onlooker Hafid El-Azzouz, who lives in 
the region. “We hope that, with God’s will, he will 
get out,” he said. 

The shaft, just 45 cm across, was too narrow to 

reach Rayan, and widening it was deemed too risky - 
so earthmovers dug a wide slope into the hill to reach 
him from the side. The operation has made the land-
scape resemble a construction site. It involves engi-
neers and topographers, and was made more com-
plex by the mix of rocky and sandy soils. 

Red-helmeted civil defense personnel have at 
times been suspended by rope, as if on a cliff face. 
Overnight they worked non-stop under powerful 
floodlights that gave a gloomy air to the scene. “I 
keep up hope that my child will get out of the well 
alive,” Rayan’s father told public television 2M on 
Friday evening. “I thank everyone involved and those 
supporting us in Morocco and elsewhere.” 

He said earlier in the week that he had been 
repairing the well when the boy fell in. The drama has 
sparked an outpouring of sympathy online, with the 
trending Arabic hashtag #SaveRayan. “Millions of 
people across the world are holding their breath in 
the race against time to save Rayan,” one Twitter 
user wrote. 

Another paid tribute to rescue workers working 
around the clock for days, saying, “they are real-life 
heroes”. Police reinforcements have been sent and 
metal barricades erected in an effort to prevent a 
swarm of onlookers from impeding rescuers. One 
volunteer said he was there to help. “We’ve been 
here for three days. Rayan is a child of our region. 
We won’t leave until he’s out of the well,” he said. 

The accident echoes a tragedy in Spain in ear-
ly 2019 when a two-year-old child died after 
falling into an abandoned well 25 cm wide and 
more than 70 m deep. Julen Rosello’s body was 
recovered after a search and rescue operation 
that lasted 13 days. — AFP  

Rescuers reach 
Moroccan boy...
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on Iran, prompting the Islamic republic to begin 

pulling back from its commitments under the deal. 
The waiver allows other countries and companies to 
participate in Iran’s civilian nuclear program with-
out triggering US sanctions on them, in the name of 
promoting safety and non-proliferation. Iran’s civil-
ian program includes increasing stockpiles of 
enriched uranium. 

Amir-Abdollahian reiterated that one of the 
“main issues” in the JCPOA talks is obtaining guar-
antees that the US will not withdraw from the 2015 
deal again. “We seek and demand guarantees in the 
political, legal and economic sectors,” he said, 
adding that “agreements have been reached in some 
areas”. The Vienna negotiations, which include Iran, 
the United States, Britain, China, France, Germany 
and Russia, are at a stage where the sides have to 
make important “political decisions”, different par-
ties to the negotiations said last week. 

“Our negotiating team in the Vienna talks is seri-
ously pursuing obtaining tangible guarantees from 
the West to fulfil their commitments,” Amir-
Abdollahian said. Earlier yesterday, Iranian foreign 
ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said: 
“Naturally, Tehran is carefully considering any 
action that is in the right direction of fulfilling the 
obligations of the JCPOA”, local media reported. 

Moscow’s ambassador to the UN in Vienna, 
Mikhail Ulyanov, yesterday called the US waiver 
decision “a move in the right direction”. “It will help 
expedite restoration of #JCPOA and mutual return 
of #US and #Iran to compliance with 2015 deal. It 
also can be seen as an indication that the 
#ViennaTalks have entered the final stage,” he said 
on Twitter.  

Talks on reviving the nuclear deal were halted 
last week and the negotiators returned to their cap-
itals for consultations. Experts say the JCPOA talks 
could resume next week. US President Joe Biden 
moved quickly to seek a return to the agreement 
after he succeeded Trump a year ago, but Iran in 
the meantime has moved increasingly closer to pro-
ducing enough fissile material for a nuclear weapon 
- which the JCPOA aimed to avoid. Iran has always 
denied seeking an atomic bomb. 

“The technical discussions facilitated by the 
waiver are necessary in the final weeks of JCPOA 
talks,” a State Department official said on Friday. 
The US official insisted that the move was not “part 
of a quid pro quo,” as the partners in the JCPOA 
talks await Iran’s response on key issues. State 
Department spokesman Ned Price insisted this US 
step is a sanctions waiver for the civilian nuclear 
program and not broader sanctions relief. 

Barbara Slavin, an Iran expert at the Atlantic 
Council, said the resumption of the waiver was a 
positive step. “It’s a necessary prerequisite to 
restoring the JCPOA and thus a good sign that this 
can be accomplished,” she told AFP. “These sanc-
tions were among the dumbest and most counter-
productive imposed by the former administration,” 
she added. — AFP 

US sanctions on 
Iran civil nuclear...
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Despite the threat of such a drastic measure, 

the vaccination rate in Austria has still failed to 
take off, languishing below the levels seen in 
France or Spain. The humanitarian association 
Arbeiter Samariter Bund, which oversees some 
vaccination sites in the capital Vienna, said there 
had an uptick in turnout this week. “We recorded a 
small increase of around nine percent compared to 
last week,” the organization’s manager, Michael 
Hausmann, told AFP. 

From the average of around 7,000 injections 
administered every day in the capital, only 10 per-
cent are a first dose, he said. Erika Viskancove, a 
33-year-old accountant, said she came to a vacci-

nation center situated next to an Art Deco swim-
ming pool to receive her third booster dose. “I sin-
cerely believe that the law is the best way” to 
defeat the pandemic, she said, calling on other 
countries to follow Austria’s lead. 

Melanie, a 23-year-old waitress who preferred 
not to give her second name, said she was mainly 
there to avoid ending up “locked up at home”. 
Non-vaccinated people are currently excluded 
from restaurants, sports and cultural venues. But 
from now on they will also be subject to fines, 
which Melanie said was “unhealthy”. 

The law applies to all adult residents with the 
exception of pregnant women, those who have 
contracted the virus within the past 180 days 
and those with medical exemptions. Checks will 
begin from mid-March, with fines ranging from 
€600 to €3,600 ($690-$4,100). They will, how-
ever, be lifted if the person fined gets vaccinated 
within two weeks. More than 60 percent of 
Austrians support the measure, according to a 
recent survey, but large swathes of the popula-

tion remain strongly opposed. 
For several weeks after the announcement of 

the new law, tens of thousands of people took to 
the streets to protest against what they regard as 
a draconian policy. Critics have also questioned 
the need for compulsion given the milder nature of 
the Omicron variant. Conservative Chancellor 
Karl Nehammer, who leads the Alpine country 
with the environmentalist Greens, also announced 
at the same time a relaxation of earlier COVID-19 
restrictions. 

But for Health Minister Wolfgang Mueckstein, 
compulsory vaccination is aimed at both protecting 
the country against new waves and fighting new 
variants. Vaccination passes are now a reality in an 
increasing number of countries for certain profes-
sions or activities. In Ecuador, it is compulsory, 
including for children over the age of five, a world 
first. Before that, two authoritarian states in Central 
Asia - Tajikistan and Turkmenistan - mandated 
vaccination, as did Indonesia, even if less than half 
its population is actually vaccinated.  — AFP 

COVID jab 
compulsory...

VIENNA: A man is vaccinated at the vaccination center in Amalienbad 
yesterday. — AFP 


