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KUWAIT: Horses are paraded during the 9th International Arabian Horse Festival at the Bait Al-Arab Arabian Horse Center in Kuwait yesterday. A total of 430 horses from
different Arab countries were participated in the event. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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News in brief

Decree to establish
citizenship committee

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
issued a decree to establish a supreme committee for
Kuwaiti citizenship, whose role is to receive and exam-
ine citizenship applications, grant citizenship to those
who meet the required conditions and withdraw citizen-
ship in case of forgery.

Artists Society
slams MP’s comments

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Artists Society criticized MP
Hamdan Al-Azmi for recent comments in which he
argued that concerts leave a “destructive effect” on
society. It highlighted the message Kuwaiti arts carried
throughout history in line with the Kuwaiti society’s
customs and traditions, noting that the constitution stip-
ulates that the state must protect sciences and arts.

Kuwait Airways
resumes Najaf flights 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways announced yesterday the
reopening of commercial flights to Najaf, Iraq with two
flights a week. In a statement, Kuwait Airways CEO
Maen Razouqi said that the flights will operate on
Saturdays and Wednesdays of each week. “This comes
as part of our efforts to offer as much options possible
for our clients, and Najaf is considered a high demand
destination for our clients for its touristic sites and rich
cultural history,” said Razouqi.

Kuwait oil price
up to $92.25 pb

KUWAIT: Kuwait oil price rose $2.73 to $92.25 per
barrel on Friday compared to $89.52 pb Thursday,
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said yesterday.
Globally, the Brent crude went up by $2.16 to $93.27 pb
and West Texas Intermediate rose by $2.04 to settle at
$92.31 pb. 

Arabian horses on display
at int’l festival in Kuwait

Kuwait reports
4,445 new COVID
cases, three deaths
KUWAIT: Kuwait reported 4,445 new COVID-19
cases yesterday in addition to three deaths and 5,150
recoveries. The Ministry of Health had reported 5,407
cases a day before, in addition to two deaths and
5,846 recoveries. Meanwhile, the number of patients
in ICUs stood at 86 yesterday, up from 84 on Friday.
The number of patients hospitalized increased from
481 to 549, while total active cases dropped from
54,617 to 53,909. The percentage of daily new cases
to new tests reached 14.8 percent while the percent-
age of recovery reached 90.2 percent, according to
the health ministry’s bulletin. Medical teams conduct-
ed 30,046 swab tests in the last 24 hours, bringing the
country’s overall tests so far to 7,082,185, Health
Ministry Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said yes-
terday. The new figures took the country’s total
COVID cases to 574,587, while total deaths reached
2,508 and recoveries 518,170.

NAFO holds 17th
Annual General
Body Meeting 
KUWAIT: The 17th Annual General Body
Meeting (AGM) of NAFO, a prominent socio-cul-
tural organization in Kuwait. was held virtually
recently. The event began with a soulful rendition
of the prayer song by Srikanth Sudheer. This was
followed by the national anthems of Kuwait and
India. Unnikrishnan B Kurup, Convener, NAFO,
donned the role of the anchor and took the crowd
through the program. The General Secretary of
NAFO, Vijayakumar Menon, marked the com-
mencement of the program with the welcome
address. The presidential address was then deliv-
ered by C P Rajiv Menon, NAFO President. 

The annual report for 2021 and the plan of
activities for 2022 were presented by NAFO
General Secretary Vijayakumar Menon. He
briefed the gathering on the events that were
conducted during the past year. It is worth men-
tioning that the group was able to conduct rele-
vant, interesting and noteworthy online events
even during these trying times.

TKV Pradeep Kumar, NAFO Treasurer, sub-

mitted the Annual Accounts Statements and
Budget for the year 2022. Next on agenda was
the approval of amendment to NAFO’s Byelaw
and NAFO Kuwait’s name change. This was offici-
ated by the Chief of NAFO Adisory Board,
Vijayan Nair V R.

M S Nair, the General Secretary of NAFO
Global, enlightened the gathering on NAFO
Global’s updates and the way forward. Naveen C
P, the acting Vice President and Family Assurance
Scheme (FAS) Administrator, then conducted the
FAS Promotion and membership campaign. This
was followed by felicitation speeches by Advisory
Board member Rajeev Pillai, Ladies Wing Chief
Coordinator Shrimati Sheeba Shaiju, life member
and Former Advisory Board Member Dr Prasad
Nair and Mohandas Kizhakke.

As is characteristic of NAFO meetings, an
open forum was the next segment where mem-
bers were given the opportunity to air their
views or discuss their opinions. The Concluding
Speech was del ivered by NAFO Secretary
General Anish Nair. The Vote of Thanks by
NAFO Convener Unnikrishnan B Kurup, marked
the end of an event that usually sees all members
getting together with their families and spending
quality time sharing and creating memories. This
time around it was again reduced to a Zoom
meeting owing to the ever-challenging pandemic
situation. 


