
Sculpture of 
Algerian hero 
vandalized 
in France
AMBOISE: Vandals in central France
attacked a sculpture of an Algerian military
hero who resisted France’s colonization of
the North African country, just hours before
it was inaugurated yesterday as a symbol of
Franco-Algerian reconciliation.

The lower part of the steel sculpture in
the town of Amboise, where Emir
Abdelkader was imprisoned from 1848 to
1852, was badly damaged in the attack
which comes in the midst of an election
campaign dominated by harsh rhetoric on
immigration and Islam.

Amboise mayor Thierry Boutard said he
was “ashamed” of those responsible and
decided to proceed with the inauguration
ceremony regardless. “My second sentiment
is of course one of indignation,” he told AFP.
“This is a day of harmony and unity and this
kind of behavior is unspeakable,” he said.

The sculpture was commissioned to
coincide with the 60th anniversary of
Algeria’s independence from France, won
after a brutal eight-year liberation war
that continues to poison relations
between the two countries. It was pro-
posed by historian Benjamin Stora, who
was tasked by President Emmanuel
Macron with coming up with ways to heal
the memories of the war and 132 years of
French rule in Algeria.

The silhouette of the Islamic-scholar-
turned-military-leader, who resisted French
rule but was later feted as a hero in France
for his defense of Christians in the Middle
East, looks across the Loire river at the cas-

tle where he was imprisoned. Amboise
police said they were investigating the inci-
dent, which comes two months ahead of a
presidential election in which an upstart far-
right candidate, Eric Zemmour, has repeat-
edly grabbed headlines with a campaign
bashing Islam and immigration from Africa,
including Algeria.

‘Nauseating atmosphere’ 
Algeria’s ambassador to France

Mohamed Antar Daoud, who attended the
inauguration, condemned the attack as an
act of “unspeakable baseness”.

“We have to get beyond that,” he said,
assuring that attempts to mend fences
between France and Algeria would continue
because “there is momentum and a desire
on both sides to move forward.” Ouassila
Soum, a 37-year-old French woman of
Algerian background who also attended the
inauguration, said the vandalism left her
“with a knot in my stomach.”

“It’s a shame and yet it’s not surprising
with the rhetoric of hate and the nauseating

current atmosphere,” said Soum, hailing the
sculpture as “a symbol of the reconciliation
between peoples and civilizations.” Seen as
one of France’s worst enemies in the late
19th century, Emir Abdelkader is considered
one of the founders of modern-day Algeria
for his role in mobilizing resistance to French
rule. The rebellion he led failed however and
he surrendered to French forces who
shipped him to France, where he and his
family spent four years under guard in
Amboise castle.

He later moved to Syria where he won
international acclaim for defending
Christians during sectarian attacks. He
was awarded the Legion of Honor,
France’s highest award for his role in try-
ing to end the persecution. Stora, the his-
torian behind the idea of the sculpture of
Abdelkader, slammed the “ignorance” of
those who vandalized it. “Emir Abdelkader
had several lives. He fought France but he
was also a friend of France. Those who
committed this act know nothing about
French history,” he said. —AFP
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ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia: Heads of states pose for a group photo during the 35th Ordinary Session of the African Union (AU) Summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, yesterday. —AFP

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia: Palestinian Prime
Minister Mohammed Shtayyeh yesterday urged the
African Union to withdraw Zionist entity’s accredi-
tation, bringing simmering tensions to a head as the
55-member bloc opened a two-day summit in
Addis Ababa.

Even as the continent reels from a spate of mili-
tary coups and the coronavirus pandemic, the rela-
tionship with Zionist entity is expected to figure
prominently during the summit this weekend. The
dispute was set in motion last July when Moussa
Faki Mahamat, chair of the African Union
Commission, accepted Zionist entity’s accreditation
to the bloc, triggering a rare dispute within a body
that values consensus.

As heads of state gathered in Ethiopia’s capital
yesterday, Shtayyeh called on the body to reject
Faki’s move. “Zionist entity should never be reward-
ed for its violation and for the apartheid regime it
does impose on the Palestinian people,” he said.
“Your excellency, I’m sorry to report to you that the
situation of the Palestinian people has only grown
more precarious.” The summit may see a vote on
whether to back or reject Faki’s decision, which
could yield an unprecedented split in the bloc.

Zionist entity’s accreditation last year drew
quick protest from powerful members, including
South Africa and Algeria which argued that it flew
in the face of AU statements supporting the
Palestinian Territories.

Earlier yesterday, Faki said the AU’s commit-
ment to the Palestinian push for independence was
“unchanging and can only continue to go
stronger”. He defended Zionist entity’s accredita-
tion, however, saying it could be “an instrument in
the service of peace” while calling for “a serene
debate” on the issue.

War in Ethiopia 
This year’s summit comes as the AU faces mount-

ing pressure to push for a ceasefire in host country
Ethiopia, where a 15-month war has killed thousands
of people and, the UN says, driven hundreds of
thousands to the brink of starvation. The conflict pits
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s government against
fighters from the northern Tigray region.

It has precipitated a rapid deterioration in ties
between Abiy, the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize winner,
and Western powers who once saw him as a
reformer but have condemned alleged massacres

and mass rape committed during the conflict by
Ethiopian and allied forces. The fact that Ethiopia
hosts the AU has made any intervention by the bloc
especially delicate, and Faki waited until last
August-nine months after fighting began-to
appoint Nigeria’s former president Olusegun
Obasanjo as a special envoy tasked with trying to
broker a ceasefire. Yesterday, Abiy praised his fel-
low African leaders for what he described as their
“support”.

“Ethiopia’s challenge was internal in nature and
a matter of maintaining law and order. But the solu-
tion of our internal matters was made exceedingly
difficult by the role played by external actors,”
Abiy said. “I wish to take this opportunity to thank
you all for your support, solidarity and understand-
ing as we underwent these trying times.” Abiy also
proposed the creation of “an African Union conti-
nental media house”, renewing his criticism of
international media coverage of Ethiopia and the
continent at large.

“Negative media representation of Africa not
only disinforms the rest of the world about our
continent, but also shapes the way we see our-
selves as Africans,” he said. 

Coup ‘resurgence’ 
African leaders are also preoccupied with a

recent string of military coups. Four member states
have been suspended by the AU’s Peace and
Security Council since mid-2021 because of
unconstitutional changes of government-most
recently Burkina Faso, where soldiers ousted
President Roch Marc Christian Kabore last month.

Addressing African foreign ministers this week,
Faki denounced a “worrying resurgence” of such
putsches. But the AU has been accused of an
inconsistent response, notably by not suspending
Chad after a military council took over following
the death of longtime President Idriss Deby Itno on
the battlefield last April. Attendees will also discuss
the coronavirus pandemic, with South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa, who is participating in
the summit virtually, expected to provide an update
on Africa’s response to COVID-19, nearly two
years after the continent’s first case was detected
in Egypt.

As of January 26, only 11 percent of Africa’s
more than one billion people had been fully vacci-
nated, according to the Africa Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. — AFP
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AMBOISE, France: A picture shows a sculpture in tribute to Algerian national hero
Abdelkader, titled “Passage Abdelkader”, created by artist Michel Audiard, after it was
vandalized prior to its inauguration yesterday. — AFP 


