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West sees ‘positive signs’ as 
Russia says troops pull back

Putin ‘of course’ does not want war, ‘ready to work further’ on security
MOSCOW: Western leaders said yesterday they 
were seeing positive signs that Russia was looking 
to ease tensions over Ukraine, after Moscow 
announced it was pulling back some of the troops 
deployed on its neighbor’s borders. In the first 
announced withdrawal from among more than 
100,000 troops Russia amassed on the Ukrainian 
border, the defense ministry in Moscow said some 
soldiers and hardware were returning to bases at the 
end of planned exercises. 

Western leaders had accused Moscow of position-
ing the troops in advance of a possible invasion of 
pro-Western Ukraine, warning that any attack would 
be met with severe economic sanctions. After a meet-
ing Tuesday with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz in 
Moscow, President Vladimir Putin said Russia “of 
course” did not want war, and was willing to look for 
solutions with the West. “We are ready to work fur-
ther together. We are ready to go down the negotia-
tions track,” Putin told a joint press conference with 
Scholz, confirming a “partial pullback of troops”. 

The German leader joined others in the West in 
expressing hope that steps were being taken 
towards de-escalation in the crisis. “That we are 
now hearing that some troops are being withdrawn 
is in any case a good sign,” Scholz said. “For 
Europeans it is clear that lasting security cannot be 
achieved against Russia but only with Russia.” 

Moscow released few details about the troop 
withdrawal and there was no immediate outside 

confirmation. NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said in 
Brussels there was not yet “any sign of de-escalation 
on the ground” but that there were “grounds for 
cautious optimism”. A French government 
spokesman said it was a “positive signal” if Russian 
forces were indeed withdrawing, while Germany’s 
Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock said “every real 
step of de-escalation would be a reason for hope”. 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said there 
were “signs of a diplomatic opening” with Russia, 
but that intelligence on a possible invasion was “still 
not encouraging”. The crisis - the worst between 
Russia and the West since the Cold War ended - 
reached a peak this week, with US officials warning 
that a full-scale invasion, including an assault on 
Kyiv, was possible within days. 

Washington took the dramatic step on Monday 
of relocating its embassy in Kyiv to the western 
city of Lviv, after previously urging US citizens to 
leave Ukraine. The Russian defense ministry 
announced the partial withdrawal on Tuesday 
morning, saying some forces deployed near 
Ukraine had finished their exercises and were 
packing up to leave. “Units of the southern and 
western military districts, having completed their 
tasks, have already begun loading onto rail and 
road transport and today they will begin moving to 
their military garrisons,” the ministry’s chief 
spokesman, Igor Konashenkov, said in a statement. 
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RIYADH: Zain Group announced that the board 
of directors of Zain Saudi Arabia (Zain KSA) has 
approved the binding offer submitted by Saudi 
Arabia’s Public Investment Fund (PIF)-led consor-
tium to acquire a 80 percent majority stake in Zain 
KSA’s 8,069 passive tower infrastructure for a val-
ue of SAR 3.026 billion ($807 million). 

The consortium offer will see the PIF acquiring 
a 60 percent stake, Sultan Holding Company 
acquiring 10 percent, and Prince Saud bin Fahd bin 
Abdulaziz acquiring 10 percent. Zain KSA will own 
the remaining 20 percent stake, with the PIF hav-
ing a call option to buy this remaining 20 percent 
for a specified amount. Zain KSA will sell its pas-
sive, physical towers infrastructure and retain all 
other wireless communication antennas, software, 
technology, and intellectual property with respect 
to managing its telecom network. 

Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice Chairman and 
Group CEO, and Zain KSA Vice-Chairman, com-
mented: “This transaction creates enormous share-
holder value and gives Zain KSA greater financial 
muscle to invest in cutting-edge technologies and 

innovation that enhance the customer mobile and 
data experience. We congratulate the kingdom’s 
leadership, the PIF and regulatory authorities for 
their wisdom in creating an environment that rais-
es the telecom sector to new heights in line with 
Saudi Vision 2030.” (See Page 8)

Zain Saudi Arabia approves sale of its 8,069 
tower infrastructure for SAR 3 billion to PIF

Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice Chairman and Group 
CEO, and Zain KSA Vice-Chairman

DUBAI: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan delivers a speech at the 
Turkish pavilion of Expo 2020 yesterday.— AFP 

MANAMA: Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa meets Prime Minister of 
the Zionist entity Naftali Bennett yesterday. — AFP 

RAMALLAH: Family members mourn in a morgue yesterday by the body of Nehad 
Bargouthi, who was shot by Zionist troops in Nabi Saleh yesterday. — AFP 

SINGAPORE: Tech giant Sea, which is backed by 
China’s Tencent, has apologized to users in India 
after its popular Free Fire game was reportedly 
among dozens of apps hit with a ban on national 
security concerns. It was the latest volley between 
New Delhi and Beijing, with tensions between the 
two running high after a deadly 2020 clash in a dis-
puted Himalayan border area. 

Free Fire, one of the most downloaded mobile 
games in India, was among 54 apps banned that 
authorities said were of Chinese origin, according 
to several local media outlets. Apps from Tencent 
and Baidu were also among those affected, the 
reports said. New Delhi has previously banned 
more than 260 Chinese apps citing national securi-
ty concerns, including video-sharing platform 
TikTok and popular game PUBG, prompting fury 
from Beijing. 

Garena, the gaming subsidiary of Singapore-
based Sea, did not confirm a ban had been imposed 
but said in a statement that it was “aware that Free 
Fire is currently unavailable in the Google Play and 
iOS app stores in India and that the game is cur-
rently not operable for some users in the country”. 
“We are working to address this situation, and we 
apologize to our users for any inconvenience.” 

Sea’s shares dived 18.4 percent in New York on 
Monday following reports of the ban. Indian 
authorities were not immediately available for com-
ment. But the IT ministry told the Hindustan Times 
newspaper the apps collected sensitive data, which 
was “transmitted to servers located in (a) hostile 
country” and could be used “for activities detri-
mental to national security”. 

Sea’s founders are Chinese-born and became 
Singaporean citizens. Chinese tech behemoth 
Tencent has an 18.7 percent stake in the firm. 
Free Fire is an action adventure game that sees 
players parachute onto an island, and then  
search for weapons and equipment to kill other 
participants. — AFP 

Tencent-backed 
hit game Free Fire 
banned in India

DUBAI: Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan called on business 
leaders in the wealthy United Arab 
Emirates yesterday to invest in his 
country, which is in the grips of an 
economic crisis. Erdogan arrived in the 
UAE capital Abu Dhabi on Monday for 
a two-day visit to revive relations that 
were long strained by regional dis-
putes, marking his first trip to the oil-
rich Gulf country in nearly a decade. 

“As the leading representatives of 
the private sector in the United Arab 
Emirates, I am sure you fully compre-

hend the benefits of establishing com-
mercial and investment partnerships 
with Turkey,” he told investors at a 
business conference in Abu Dhabi. “It 
is you, the esteemed members of our 
business world, who will realize the 
two countries’ potential, especially in 
trade and investments.” 

Erdogan’s visit comes after Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al-Nahyan, the UAE’s de facto ruler, 
travelled to Ankara in November on 
the first high-level visit to Turkey 
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Erdogan calls on UAE  
businesses to invest in Turkey

MANAMA: Prime Minister of the 
Zionist entity Naftali Bennett met 
Bahrain’s king on a landmark visit yes-
terday to the small, oil-rich Gulf coun-
try, 17 months after they ended 

decades of tensions to normalize ties. 
It was the latest diplomatic break-
through since several Arab states 
under the US-brokered 2020 
Abraham Accords ended their isola-
tion of the Zionist entity despite the 
fact the Zionist-Palestinian conflict 
remains unresolved. 

The Zionist entity’s new alliances 
reflect the fact that major Arab Gulf 
powers, the Zionist entity and their 
common ally the United States  
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NABI SALEH: A Palestinian was 
killed by Zionist fire in the occupied 
West Bank yesterday, both sides said, 
during what witnesses described as a 
confrontation between protesters and 
Zionist troops. The Palestinian health 
ministry said only that a Palestinian 

“citizen” was killed by Zionist fire in 
Nabi Saleh, northwest of Ramallah. 

Residents identified the victim as 
Nehad Bargouthi, 19, who was shot as 
local youths hurled stones at Zionist 
forces. He “was assassinated in cold 
blood and in broad daylight,” his 
brother Ihab Bargouthi said. People 
from Bargouthi’s village of Kafr Ein, 
which is a short distance from Nabi 
Saleh, said he had been imprisoned in 
2018 and was recently released. 

According to his brother, he is “a 
former prisoner and wounded 
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Zionist forces 
kill another 
Palestinian teen


