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KUWAIT: His  Highness  the Crown Pr ince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs and Chairman of the 
Board of Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion 
Authority (KDIPA) Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-

Mohammad Al-Sabah, KDIPA’s Director General 
Sheikh Dr Mishal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, 
deputy board chairman Wafa Al-Qatami and 
head of the authority’s secretariat Hanadi Ismail 
in Bayan Palace yesterday, where they presented 
to His Highness the annual report for 2020-2021. 

His Highness hailed KDIPA’s efforts to provide 
investment opportunities to support develop-
ment in Kuwait and boost economy. The meeting 
was at tended by head of  the of f ice  of  His 
Highness the Crown Prince General (RTE) Jamal 
Al-Theyab. His Highness the Prime Minister 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
a lso met  Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser  Al-
Mohammad, Sheikh Dr Mishal Jaber Al-Ahmad, 
Qatami  and Ismai l , who del ivered to  His 
Highness the Prime Minister a copy of KDIPA’s 
annual report for 2020-2021. — KUNA

Sheikh Mishal receives KDIPA’s report for 2020-2021 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah and KDIPA members. — KUNA photos 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah and KDIPA members

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives 
KDIPA’s annual report for 2020-2021.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah receives 
KDIPA’s annual report for 2020-2021. 

Crown Prince receives Foreign 
Minister, KDIPA members 

Assembly votes on 
no-confidence motion 
against FM today 

 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly holds a special 
session today to vote on a no-confidence motion 
against Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah. Last week, after dis-
cussing the grilling motion filed by MP Shuaib Al-
Muwaizri against the minister, the National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem 
announced that 10 MPs submitted a no-confidence 
motion against the concerned minister. According to 
Article 101 of the Kuwaiti constitution, “if the parlia-
ment decides to vote with the no-confidence motion 
against the minister, he is considered retired from 
duties immediately.” The no-confidence motion 
requires the approval of the majority of the 
Parliament members, and the ministers are not 
included in the voting process. On Monday, the 
Cabinet renewed backing the foreign minister after 
reviewing the National Assembly affairs and devel-
opments related to the no-confidence motion. 
Speaker Ghanem had yesterday adjourned a sched-

uled session due to lack of quorum after the Cabinet 
members failed to show up. The session was sched-
uled to take place today upon parliamentary 
request in order to look into amendments to the 
elections law. — KUNA

Defense minister 
meets Turkish, 
Indian envoys 

 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and 
Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah 
yesterday received the Turkish and Indian ambassa-
dors to Kuwait discussing bilateral relations and coop-
eration with these envoys’ states. The Ministry of 
Defense said in a statement the defense minister, dur-
ing the meeting with the Turkish Ambassador Ase 
Koytak, discussed means of boosting joint action 
between the two countries. He also hailed the depth of 
the close bilateral relations between Kuwait and 
Turkey. The ambassador for her part delivered a mes-
sage from Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusolgu 
to the Kuwaiti minister inviting him to the Antalya 
Diplomatic Forum due in March. Minister Sheikh 
Hamad expressed gratitude for the gracious invitation 
that depicted depth of the friendly relations and coop-
eration between the two states. 

Separately, the defense minister received Indian 
Ambassador to Kuwait Sibi George addressing 
issues of common interest, means of enhancing 
cooperation, regional and international issues. The 

two meetings were attended by the Kuwaiti Army 
Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Khaled Saleh Al-
Sabah, the acting defense ministry undersecretary 
Sheikh Fahad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah and the assis-
tant undersecretary Sheikha Shamayel Ahmad Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah. Later in the day, the minister 
hosted the State of Kuwait Ambassador to Tunisia 
Ali Al-Shafiri talking about some topics. He hailed 
the Kuwaiti mission’s role in bolstering cooperation 
between the two sisterly countries. — KUNA

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem adjourns yesterday’s session. — Photo by 
Yasser Al-Zayyat 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets Ambassador 
of India to Kuwait Sibi George. —KUNA 
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It was not immediately clear how many units were 

involved and what impact the withdrawals would have 
on the overall number of troops surrounding Ukraine. 
Konashenkov said “large-scale” Russian military drills 
were continuing in many areas, including joint exer-
cises in Belarus and naval exercises in the Black Sea 
and elsewhere. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters that the pullback was the “usual 
process” after military exercises and blamed the West 
for the crisis. “This is nothing but a totally unprece-
dented campaign to provoke tensions,” he said, call-
ing decisions to move embassies to western Ukraine 
“ostentatious hysteria”. 

Ukraine said deterrence efforts against Russia 
appeared to be working but that it would watch to 
see if any Russian withdrawal was real. “We have a 

rule: don’t believe what you hear, believe what you 
see. When we see a withdrawal, we will believe in a 
de-escalation,” Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba told 
reporters. In a separate move likely to anger Kyiv, 
Russian lawmakers yesterday voted to urge Putin to 
recognise two breakaway regions in eastern Ukraine 
as “sovereign and independent states”. 

This would allow Russia to abandon the Minsk 
agreements peace plan for eastern Ukraine and 
potentially move in Russian troops - giving Putin a 
strong hand to play in any future negotiations with 
Kyiv. The European Union “strongly” condemned the 
move, saying it would violate the Minsk agreements 
that Moscow had signed up to. 

Russia has repeatedly blamed the Ukraine crisis on 
the West, saying the United States and western 
Europe are ignoring Russia’s legitimate security con-
cerns. The Kremlin insists NATO must give assur-
ances Ukraine will never be admitted as a member 
and roll back its presence in several eastern European 
and ex-Soviet countries. Russia already controls the 
Crimean Peninsula that it seized from Ukraine in 2014 
and supports separatist forces who have taken con-
trol of parts of eastern Ukraine, in a conflict that has 
claimed more than 14,000 lives. — AFP 
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 since 2012. The Turkish president said yesterday 

that that trip “started a new era” with the UAE, 
adding there was a “strong collective will to develop 
trade relations and increase investments”.  

Erdogan and Sheikh Mohammed on Monday over-
saw the signing of 13 cooperation agreements and 
memoranda of understanding, including a letter of 
intent on cooperation in the defense industries, 
according to the UAE’s official WAM news agency. 
Other areas of cooperation included health, technolo-
gy, climate action and crisis and disaster manage-
ment, the news agency said. 

Turkey-UAE trade topped 26.4 billion dirhams 
($7.2 billion) in the first half of 2021. The UAE hopes 
to double or triple trade volume with Turkey, which it 
sees as a route to new markets. About 400 Emirati 
companies operate in Turkey, the UAE’s 11th largest 
trading partner, WAM said. Erdogan yesterday also 

met with UAE Prime Minister and ruler of Dubai, 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, at the 
Expo 2020 world fair, where the two discussed ways 
to develop bilateral relations.  

Turkey and the UAE have backed opposing 
sides in regional conflicts, including in Libya, and 
have sparred over issues such as gas exploration 
in the eastern Mediterranean. Turkey-UAE rela-
tions were particularly tense after Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE and Bahrain in 2017 cut all links with 
Qatar, a close Turkish ally. Those relations were 
restored in Jan 2021. 

But Erdogan has since last year sought to improve 
ties with regional rivals in the face of increasing 
diplomatic isolation that has caused foreign invest-
ment to dry up, particularly from the West. Following 
Sheikh Mohammed’s visit in November, the UAE 
announced a $10 billion fund for investments in 
Turkey, where a currency crisis has slashed people’s 
purchasing power and inflation last month surged to a 
near 20-year high. 

Last month, Erdogan said he would visit Saudi 
Arabia in February, his first trip to Riyadh since rela-
tions soured over the 2018 murder of Saudi critic 
Jamal Khashoggi inside the kingdom’s consulate in 
Istanbul. — AFP 
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share an animosity toward Iran and concerns 

about its nuclear program. “In these tumultuous 
times it’s important that from this region we send a 
message of goodwill, of cooperation, of standing 
together against common challenges,” Bennett said 

before his departure Monday. 
Yesterday he met King Hamad bin Isa Al-

Khalifa and Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad Al-
Khalifa, who is also prime minister of the island 
nation that is close to top regional power Saudi 
Arabia and which hosts the US Navy’s Fifth Fleet. 
Bennett, the first Zionist head of government to 
visit Bahrain, discussed “deepening cooperation” 
in meetings with the defense and other ministers, 
his office said. 

“We want to fill this relationship with substance 
in energy, in drive, in economy, in tourism and in 
the regional architecture,” Bennett said. — AFP 
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 person... the occupation knows him well”. Ihab 

Bargouthi added: “There were confrontations in the 
village of Al-Nabi Saleh. Nehad goes to participate 
in any confrontations he hears about.” The killing 
comes less than two days after another teenager 

was killed by Zionist gunfire near the flashpoint 
West Bank town of Jenin. 

Mohammed Abu Salah, 17, was shot during 
clashes that erupted as Zionist forces late Sunday 
were destroying the home of a Palestinian they 
accused of carrying out the December killing of a 
Zionist settler in the West Bank. In another case last 
week, special Zionist forces killed three Palestinians 
during a daytime raid, leaving a vehicle in the West 
Bank city of Nablus riddled with bullet holes. 

The Zionist entity has occupied the West Bank 
since the 1967 Six-Day War. About 475,000 Zionist 
settlers now live in the territory. — AFP 
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