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Interpol issues warrants 

BANGKOK: Interpol has issued two “red
notice” arrest warrants for a pair of Canadians
over the suspected murder of an Indian gang-
ster outside a luxury villa on Thailand’s Phuket
island.  Jimi ‘Slice’ Sandhu-whose nickname
comes from a distinctive scar on his face-was
gunned down on February 5 after having flown
in on a private jet from Malaysia last month,
according to Thai police and local media
reports. Following a Thai police investigation,
Interpol issued non-binding arrest warrants or
“red notices” for Canadian citizens Matthew
Leandre Ovide Dupre and Gene Karl Lahrkamp,
both 36, in connection with Sandhu’s murder. “I
think this case is unique,” said Khemmarin
Hassiri, commander of the foreign affairs divi-
sion of the Royal Thai Police, confirming the
Interpol notices issued late Monday. “This is not
just a hit and run, they have masterminded it,
they would have someone who supported them
in Canada and Thailand,” he told AFP, adding
the investigation into the death of the 32-year-
old was ongoing. —AFP

Turkey jails reporters 

ISTANBUL: Two journalists convicted of violat-
ing Turkey’s state secrets law said yesterday
they were returning to prison after losing an
appeal against their jail sentences. The 2020 trial
concerned a news report alleging that a Turkish
intelligence officer was killed in Libya after
Ankara provided support to the UN-recognised
government in Tripoli. The Istanbul court in
September 2020 sentenced Aydin Keser, Ferhat
Celik and Murat Agirel, who works for the
Yenicag daily, to four years and eight months in
jail each on charges of violating the Turkish
Intelligence Agency (MIT) law. It sentenced then
OdaTV editor-in-chief Baris Pehlivan and
reporter Hulya Kilinc to three years and nine
months each on the same charges. Agirel and
Pehlivan tweeted yesterday that they were
returning to jail. “A third time... We’re here, we’re
going... Goodbye for now,” Pehlivan tweeted,
with a selfie in front of what appeared to be
Istanbul’s main Caglayan courthouse. “I am
going to prison again because I called the sons
who were martyred for the homeland martyrs,”
Agirel tweeted. “People who cannot deny any-
thing I have written until now think they can
silence me with injustice,” he added. —AFP

Grisly killings stoke cartel fears 

DURAN, Ecuador: The bodies of two men hung
from a pedestrian bridge in southwestern
Ecuador stunned the country Monday and
raised the spectre of Mexican cartels there. The
victims were killed, tied up and suspended by
the same rope on a pedestrian bridge in Duran, a
city near Guayaquil, Ecuador’s biggest city,
police said. As the South American country faces
an upsurge in violence linked to drug trafficking,
the national press has stressed the singularity of
the incident. The two men had been missing
since February 11, according to police, and an
investigation was underway into their abduction.
The crime could be linked to “the capture of
seven tons of cocaine” Sunday in the port of
Guayaquil, the commander of the zone, Marcelo
Cortez, said. One of the victims has already been
identified by the media as Carlos Alberto
Escobar. He was 34 years old and was recog-
nized by a tattoo. —AFP

POKROV, Russia: President Vladimir Putin’s main
political opponent, Alexei Navalny, went on trial
from inside prison yesterday, in a new fraud case
that could see his jail time extended by more than a
decade. A video link showed Navalny dressed in
prison uniform at the makeshift court inside his
penal colony, smiling and embracing his wife, Yuliya
Navalnaya, while guards stood either side of them.

Rights groups have criticised authorities for
holding the closed-door hearing inside the maxi-
mum-security prison in Pokrov, some 100 kilome-
tres (60 miles) east of Moscow. Navalny said he
was being tried in prison because Russian officials
are “scared of what I will say.”

“I have not yet been found guilty in this case, but
they keep me in uniform so
a grandmother watching on
television will think ‘well,
he’s in prison anyway’”, he
said. Navalny’s allies
decried the trial as a sham.
He has already been behind
bars for a year, after sur-
viving a poison attack that
he blames on the Kremlin.

He is currently serving
a two-and-a-half year
sentence, but the fresh
fraud charges could see his time behind bars signifi-
cantly extended. The new fraud case against
Navalny was launched in December 2020, while the
45-year-old was recovering in Germany after nar-
rowly surviving a nerve agent poisoning.
Investigators accuse Navalny of stealing for person-

al use more than $4.7 million in donations that were
given to his political organisations. The charges car-
ry a maximum penalty of 10 years in prison.

Allies say timed with Ukraine crisis 
The start of the trial comes during a week of

intensive talks between Russia and the West over
Ukraine, with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz the
latest leader due in Moscow for talks with Putin.
Navalny allies have called on Scholz to raise the fate
of the politician in his talks with Putin yesterday.
“Germany stands for peace and justice,” his
spokesperson Kira Yarmysh wrote on Twitter. “And
now its stance on this is more important than ever.”

Navalny was treated by doctors in Berlin and
Germany blamed his near-
fatal poisoning on the
Kremlin. The country’s
former chancellor, Angela
Merkel, used her final visit
to Moscow last year to
ask Putin to free Navalny.

Maria Pevchikh, another
key Navalny ally, suggest-
ed that the trial was “pur-
posefully scheduled to
coincide with the most
tense week of the

Ukrainian crisis.” “They are planning to extend his
sentence for another 15 years while everyone’s dis-
tracted with something bigger,” she wrote on Twitter.

Amnesty International described the hearing as a
“sham trial, attended by prison guards rather than
the media.” “It’s obvious that the Russian authorities

intend to ensure that Navalny doesn’t leave prison
any time soon,” it said on Monday.

Navalny also faces up to six months in prison if
convicted of a contempt of court charge. Navalny’s
poisoning and arrest sparked widespread condem-

nation abroad as well as sanctions from Western
capitals. After his arrest, Navalny’s political organi-
sations across the country were declared “extrem-
ist” and shuttered, while many key aides fled Russia
fearing prosecution. —AFP

Navalny allies have called on Scholz to raise the fate of the politician

Navalny faces extra decade 
in jail as prison trial begins

POKROV, Vladimir Oblast: Journalists watch live broadcast of the court hearing from the press
room of the penal colony N2, on the first day of the new trial of Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny, in
the town of Pokrov yesterday. —AFP

US asks Honduras to 
extradite ex-president 
TEGUCIGALPA: The United States has asked
Honduras to extradite former president Juan
Orlando Hernandez who is suspected of drug traf-
ficking, a Honduran official told AFP on Monday.
Police special forces were seen encircling
Hernandez’s residence in the capital Tegucigalpa on
Monday evening, while the official, who declined to
be named, said the former president is currently in
Honduras.

Hernandez, a former US ally who left office last
month, has been linked to drug trafficking opera-
tions by New York prosecutors. Earlier, the
Honduran foreign ministry had said on Twitter that
an “official communication from the US Embassy”
was sent to the Supreme Court formally asking for
the provisional arrest of a “Honduran politician” for
extradition.

The ministry did not name the politician. News
channel CNN broadcast images of the document,
which made a “formal request for provisional arrest
for the purpose of extradition to the United States
of America of Juan Orlando Hernandez Alvarado.”
AFP has learned that the Supreme Court will meet
in an emergency session on Tuesday to appoint a
judge to consider the request.

Speaking to a local TV channel, Hernandez’s
attorney Hermes Ramirez said the police deploy-
ment constituted an “attack” on the ex-president’s
rights as it they had prevented advisers from com-
ing to the residence. Ramirez said no arrest warrant

had been served to Hernandez, who has repeatedly
denied any involvement in drug trafficking.

During his eight years in office, Hernandez culti-
vated close ties with Washington, though his tenure
was dogged by accusations of corruption, and of his
relatives and alleged associates having links to the
drug trade. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
revealed this month that Hernandez had been black-
listed last year, with his name added to a register of
people denied entry to the United States for cor-
rupt or anti-democratic action in El Salvador,
Guatemala and Honduras.

“The United States is advancing transparency
and accountability in Central America by making
public visa restrictions against Honduras’ former
president, Juan Orlando Hernandez, on account of
corrupt actions,” Blinken tweeted on February 7.
“No one is above the law.”

Immunity? 
Hernandez’s lawyer said the former president

has immunity, however, because he has joined the
Guatemala-based Central American Parliament. The
regional body, called Parlacen, offers its members
immunity from prosecution.

Hernandez joined Parlacen hours after leaving
office on January 27, when leftist Xiomara Castro
was sworn in and vowed to transform the “bank-
rupt” country she intended to turn into a “socialist
and democratic state.” Even though Hernandez
supported US anti-drug campaigns, traffickers
caught in the United States claimed to have paid
bribes to the president’s inner circle.

Alleged associate Geovanny Fuentes Ramirez
was sentenced by the United States this month to

life in prison for drug trafficking. In March 2021,
Hernandez’s brother, former Honduran congressman
Tony Hernandez, was also sentenced to life impris-
onment in the United States for drug trafficking.

Blinken said in a statement last week that
“according to multiple, credible media reports”
Hernandez “has engaged in significant corruption
by committing or facilitating acts of corruption and
narco-trafficking and using the proceeds of illicit
activity to facil itate political campaigns.”
Hernandez has denied all charges and claims the
accusations are a part of a revenge plot from the
same drug lords that his government captured or
extradited to the United States. —AFP

Malian refugees
building ‘future’ 
in Niger   
OUALLAM, Niger: The day breaks,
and many of the thousands of Malian
refugees in Ouallam are already up and
about. Some have left for the market to
sell animals and handicrafts, while oth-
ers are getting to work in a local brick-
yard. Barefoot and bare-chested chil-
dren line up in front of a couscous ven-
dor while school children, bags on their
backs, head off to class.

Their refugee camp, located about a
hundred (60 miles) kilometres north of
Niamey in southwestern Niger, is a
haven for around 6,000 people. They
are just a small number of the tens of
thousands of Malians who have fled
jihadist attacks to take shelter in their
deeply impoverished neighbour.

But  as  t ime passes , many
refugees see l i tt le or no hope of
returning to their homes and want to
integrate into local communities.

“We have wandered enough and
suf fered enough-we are  f ina l ly
going to settle down here and give
our children a future,” said Hama
Dawa.

Agaichatou, a baby on her back,
paused for a moment from pounding
millet for the evening meal. “Go back to
Mali?” asked the young mother from
Menala in Mali’s northeast. “I’ve almost
nothing there now-my children were
born in Niger, one of them goes to
school here. Their future is here.”

Safety 
“Returning to Mali is not on the

agenda,” Mahamadou Seguid, a
spokesperson for the refugees at
Ouallam, told AFP. “For the moment we
are building our future here. We are well
assisted and it is safe.”

More than 61,000 Malians are in
Niger after fleeing northern Mali a
decade ago when the region fel l
under the control of jihadist groups.
The UN and the Nigerien authorities
are postponing their return indefinite-
ly because of persistent attacks by
jihadist groups, including the Islamic
State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS).

“We are following the developments
in Mali with some concern,” UN refugee
chief Filippo Grandi, who visited
Ouallam last week, told AFP. “We hope
they will become more positive, because
without peace there will be no return of
refugees.”

Laouan Magagi, Niger’s minister for
humanitarian work, agreed. “With the
worsening of security in the three-bor-
der area (where the frontiers of Niger,
Mali and Burkina Faso converge), the
conditions for their return are obviously
not there,” he said. —AFP

OUALLAM, Niger: Filippo Grandi, United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees visits on February 2, 2022 a UN site where thousands of Malian
refugees live in Ouallam. More than 61,000 Malians have been stuck in
Niger since they fled northern Mali. —AFP
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TEGUCIGALPA: Members of the police special forces
stand outside the home of former Honduran President
Juan Orlando Hernandez in Tegucigalpa yesterday. The
United States has asked Honduras to extradite its for-
mer president Juan Orlando Hernandez, who left office
last month and is suspected of drug trafficking. —AFP
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yet been found

guilty in this
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Calls grow to free 
Nicaragua prisoners,
Ortega opponent dies
MANAGUA: Calls mounted Monday for dozens of
opposition figures jailed in Nicaragua to be freed
after the death of a would-be presidential candi-
date fueled fears for the health and safety of oth-
ers. Hugo Torres, a 73-year-old former guerrilla
companion of now-President Daniel Ortega, died
in detention Saturday after concerns were
repeatedly expressed for his well-being.

Other inmates, too, are in dire straits, accord-
ing to family members and rights defenders who
say the pr isoners are malnourished, los ing
weight, teeth and memory, and getting weaker by
the day. “Many are facing a serious risk to health
and life,” former Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights  (IACHR) president  Antonia
Urrejola said on Twitter.

The European Union, via external affairs
spokesman Peter Stano, called for “the immediate
and unconditional release of all political prison-
ers... subjected to inhumane detention condi-
tions” in Nicaragua. And US State Department
assistant secretary Brian Nichols said that “con-
tinuing to detain prisoners under these condi-
tions, especially the elderly, is unacceptable. We

urge their immediate release.”
Costa Rican Foreign Minister Rodolfo Solano

expressed “concern” about the health of the
remaining detainees and in a statement urged
Nicaragua to allow a visit by representatives of
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

The Organization of American States (OAS)
said it “categorically condemns the persecution
and arbitrary detention” of Nicaraguans and
urged the immediate release of al l  polit ical
prisoners. “The General Secretariat of the OAS
considers the fact of keeping political prison-
ers, with terminal illnesses and without neces-
sary medical assistance, an abominable act,
violating their fundamental rights,” it said in a
statement.—AFP


