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Volvo Cars Kuwait launches new, pure  
electric Volvo XC40 and C40 Recharge

Bader Al-Kharafi: The launch of fully electric XC40 and C40 Recharge 
signals the change we’ve been anticipating for a greener Kuwait 

By Ben Garcia  
 
KUWAIT: The future of Volvo Cars is 
electric, and the new Volvo XC40 
Recharge and C40 Recharge are the lat-
est manifestations of its commitment to a 
zero emission future. The company’s 
transition towards becoming a fully elec-
tric carmaker is part of its ambitious cli-
mate plan, which seeks to consistently 
reduce the life cycle carbon footprint per 
car through concrete action. 

The XC40 Recharge, based on the 
multi-award-winning and best-selling 
XC40 small SUV, is the first of a family of 
fully electric Volvos. It represents a true 
milestone for Volvo Cars: the company’s 
first electric car and the first Volvo with a 
brand new infotainment system powered 
by Google’s Android operating system. 

In addition, The C40 Recharge, based 
on the CMA vehicle platform, has all the 
benefits of an SUV but with a lower and 
sleeker design, and is the first Volvo 
model in history designed as pure elec-
tric only. 

Already by 2025, Volvo Cars aims for 
50 per cent of its global sales volume to 
consist of fully electric cars, with the rest 
hybrids. By 2030, it plans for every car it 
sells to be pure electric. 

“We have said this several  t imes 
before: for Volvo Cars, the future is elec-
tric,” said Hakan Samuelsson, chief exec-
utive. “Today we take a major new step in 
that direction with the launch of our fully 
electric XC40 [and C40] and the 
Recharge car line.” 

Like the XC40 Recharge, the C40 
Recharge comes with one of the best 
infotainment systems on the market, joint-
ly developed with Google and based on 
the Android operating system. It provides 
consumers with Google apps and servic-
es built-in, such as Google Maps, Google 
Assistant and the Google Play Store. 

The propulsion consists of twin elec-

tric motors, one on the front and one on 
the rear axle, powered by a 78kWh bat-
tery that can be fast-charged to 80 per 
cent in about 40 minutes. It offers an 
anticipated range of around 420 km, 
which is expected to improve over time 
via over-the-air software updates. 

“As advocates of the electrification of 
the automotive industry, the launch of the 
fully-electric XC40 and C40 Recharge 
signals the change we’ve been anticipat-
ing for a greener Kuwait” said Bader 
Nasser Al-Kharafi. 

“We’re proud of the success we’ve 
been able to achieve within the past year, 
with growth of 15 percent in sales in 
2021, and overall growth of 300 percent 
for Volvo Cars Kuwait under BNK 
Automotive. We look forward to an elec-
tric-future and staying committed to our 
clients, keeping them at the forefront of 
the latest technology” said Achraf Tamim, 
General Manager at BNK Automotive 

Mohammad Al-Gharabal ly, BNK 
Automotive said: “This is just the begin-
ning of fully electric car models by Volvo 
available in the market; our vision is to 
turn all our cars we have into electric by 
2030. The problems of car owners are 

normally charging stations - we resolved 
this issue and we continue to put more 
stations where they can charge their 
electric cars. If you purchase an electric 
car, we will install a charging station at 
your home; not only that, we also have 
charging points in major areas like Al-
Hamra Mall, The Avenues, Shaheed Park 
and others,” he said.  

Asked about maintenance and 
mechanical issues compared to engine-
powered cars, Gharabally said there were 
fewer troubles. “That is why it’s more 
expensive than engine-powered cars. But 
price issues can be addressed as demand 
increases,” he said.   

He admitted realizing the dream will 
be slow, but will definitely come sooner. 
“It’s our job to spread awareness and 
realize our dreams. People are tradition-
ally afraid of change, but when you give 
people more choices and incentives, they 
will shift to electric cars. You will soon 
reap the benefits. There will be lesser 
pollution, it will greatly benefit the envi-
ronment and the cost wil l  be lower, 
because the more electric cars you pro-
duce, the more it will become cheaper,” 
he added.  
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• C40 Recharge and XC40, the first of a family of fully electric Volvos  
• BNK Automotive’s vision is to turn all its cars into electric by 2030 
• The company’s transition is part of its ambitious climate plan 
• Volvo Cars aims for 50% of its global sales volume to consist of fully 

electric cars by 2025
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The XC40 Recharge, based on the multi-award-winning and best-selling XC40 small SUV, is 
the first of a family of fully electric Volvos. It represents a true milestone for Volvo Cars: The 
company’s first electric car and the first Volvo with a brand new infotainment system pow-
ered by Google’s Android operating system.
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