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LONDON: Steve Bruce’s first home match as man-
ager of West Bromwich Albion ended in a goalless
draw with promotion-chasing rivals Blackburn
Rovers at The Hawthorns on Monday. The 61-year-
old Bruce, hoping to guide the Baggies to the
Premier League after being sacked as manager of
top-flight Newcastle following the arrival of the
club’s new Saudi-led owners in October, saw his
current side have the better of the chances.

Former England striker Andy Carroll, making his
Albion home debut, was denied by Rovers goal-
keeper Thomas Kaminski, while it needed a desper-
ate clearance from Tyrhys Dolan to prevent Adam
Reach breaking the deadlock late on in a result that
meant both sides have now gone four games with-
out a win.

The stalemate left Blackburn third in England’s
second-tier Championship, four points off the two
automatic promotion places, with West Brom now

in eighth position and three points shy of a play-off
spot. “There’s lots to be pleased about in terms of
the effort, but we must improve in the final third,”
said Bruce. “We must find a bit of creativity from
somewhere in the team.

“Obviously, you need to score a goal to win a
match and we haven’t managed to do that in the
last two games... We have to find that bit of quali-
ty.” Both sides had goals disallowed for offside
before Ben Brereton Diaz, Blackburn’s leading
scorer this season with 20 goals, went off in the
70th minute with a foot injury following an
attempted shot. “Ben Brereton Diaz is a very robust
footballer,” Rovers manager Tony Mowbray told
the BBC.

“He never misses a day’s training, always wants
to do extra training. Fingers crossed that it was just
a kick.” Mowbray added: “We have to accept the
point and move on but I felt we were the team who

were going to score. It’s just frustrating that we
couldn’t nick a goal from an improved second-half
performance. “I’m still proud of keeping a clean
sheet, but with the talent we have, we should be
scoring a goal.”—AFP
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Dzeko, Salah face
off; Liverpool lay 
in wait for Inter 
MILAN: Edin Dzeko will take to the San Siro
pitch with old friend Mohamed Salah when Inter
Milan take on Liverpool in the Champions League
last 16 today, a reminder of the havoc the pair
used to cause together at Roma. After an anony-
mous time at Chelsea and signs of promise at
Fiorentina, Salah’s career really started to take off
after arriving in the Italian capital in 2015. Once
firmly established as strike partners under
Luciano Spalletti, Dzeko and Salah hit it off in a
big way, scoring 58 goals in all competitions in
2016-17 and helping Roma to second in Serie A as
an ageing Francesco Totti was shunted aside.

Salah’s inconsistent but at times unstoppable
performances earned him a move to Merseyside,
where under Jurgen Klopp he quickly became one
of the world’s best, for what now looks a paltry 50
million euros (at the time £43 million). “I must say,
in some little way, I helped Momo become what
he is now,” Dzeko said in an interview published
by the Daily Mail last week. “We had a great time
together in Rome... I’m so happy for him, a great
guy who deserves everything he has achieved.”

Dzeko looks a player reborn since making the
move north from Roma in the summer, and has
been such a hit with Inter fans that they have
largely forgotten Romelu Lukaku, the key man
behind last season’s league triumph. Lukaku’s now
infamous interview with Sky Sport Italia was met
with little more than shrugged shoulders from
Inter fans. Less prolific than Lukaku, Dzeko has
nonetheless scored 14 goals in all competitions
and often pops up when it matters.

Dzeko conquers Milan 
His equaliser in Saturday’s pulsating title clash

at Napoli ensured that Inter, a point behind new
leaders AC Milan but with game in hand, still hold
the advantage in the race for the league crown
despite almost being blown away in the first half

at the Stadio Diego Armando Maradona. It was
his double against Shakhtar Donetsk which effec-
tively secured Inter’s place in the last 16 with a
game to spare, taking Inter into the knockouts for
the first time in a decade.

Dzeko said he didn’t expect to move when Jose
Mourinho took over at Roma, and it was a trans-
fer which was greeted with some scepticism in
Milan after a poor final season at Roma which
also included a public spat with former coach
Paulo Fonseca. However he has added a new
dimension to Inter’s play under Simone Inzaghi,
who like Dzeko spent the summer with fans in
open revolt at the sale of Lukaku and Achraf
Hakimi but has improved on what Antonio Conte’s
Lukaku-centric iteration served up.

Inzaghi has a near full squad from which to
pick his starting line up after Alessandro Bastoni
recovered from an ankle injury, although Italy
midfielder Nicolo Barella is suspended for both

legs after being sent off in Inter’s final group
game at Real Madrid. The only real question is
whether Lautaro Martinez or Alexis Sanchez will
start up front alongside Dzeko, who will  be
looking to beat Liverpool goalkeeper Alisson
Becker, who was a key figure in Roma’s run to
the 2018 Champions League semi-finals where
they were beaten by a Reds side led by Salah.
Liverpool have already been to the San Siro
once this season, strolling past AC Milan and
knocking Inter’s local rivals out of Europe. But
Dzeko doesn’t think the gap between Italy’s top
sides and Europe’s best is as big as that match
made it seem. “We played two even matches
with Real Madrid, we should have won the first
one but we weren’t at the level we are right
now,” Dzeko recently told the Corriere Della
Sera. “Liverpool are a good side, they’re beat-
able but they can also hit five past you. We
going to give it a go.” —AFP
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Karim Adeyemi, the 
rising German star 
Bayern let get away
BERLIN: Bayern Munich will come up against
Karim Adeyemi, the rising German star who the
Bavarians let get away, when they play Red Bull
Salzburg in an Alpine derby in the Champions
League yesterday. With his speed and technique,
Salzburg’s centre forward has proved to be too
much to handle for most defenses in the Austrian
Bundesliga this season. His 14 goals in 18 league
games have attracted plenty of attention. As
Germany legend Lothar Matthaeus wrote in his col-
umn for Bild, Adeyemi has the potential “to be
priceless for most clubs in a few years. “A big plus is
his speed-he has unbelievable pace.”

Bayern’s Bundesliga rivals Borussia Dortmund
reportedly lead the race to sign Adeyemi and are said
to be willing to pay around 30 million euros ($34 mil-
lion). Earlier this season Germany head coach Hansi
Flick described Adeyemi as “ice cold” and Bayern
must be kicking themselves that they let the forward
get away. He was born in Munich to a Nigerian father
and Romanian mother and spent two years in
Bayern’s youth academy before being released.

Adeyemi then made his way up through the age

grades at another Munich club, Unterhaching,
before Salzburg fought off interest from Chelsea to
sign him in 2018 when he was still just 16. After
three seasons on loan at feeder club FC Liefering,
he broke into Salzburg’s first team in 2020 and has
not looked back. Flick gave him his Germany debut
last September when Adeyemi made an 18-minute
cameo off the bench and scored late on in a 6-0
thrashing of Armenia in World Cup qualifying. He
is the first post-war player based in Austria to play
for Germany.

In the Champions League, his three goals in the
group stage-including a brace in a 2-1 win against
Lille-help secured Salzburg’s passage into the last
16. He can create goals as well as score them, float-
ing in a cross which Noah Okafor slammed home to
seal a 1-0 home win over Sevilla which sent
Salzburg into the knockout stages. If he does end
up moving to Dortmund, Adeyemi would replace
Erling Haaland, the former Salzburg prospect who is
expected to make a high-profile switch to one of
the continent’s biggest clubs.

Adeyemi is a different type of player, more
inclined to dribble his way into the box and split the
defence with a killer pass. Just like Bayern, Salzburg
have completely dominated their domestic league in
recent years and are steaming towards a ninth
straight title, but their head coach Matthias Jaissle is
resigned to losing his star forward. “I have had a
few open chats with Karim, so any decision he
makes shouldn’t come as a surprise to me,” Jaissle

told Sport Bild. “It’s our way at Salzburg that the
players can take the next step when they have
developed well.” —AFP

From Super-team 
to Super Bowl: LA
Rams eye dynasty
LOS ANGELES: The Los Angeles Rams basked in
their Super Bowl victory on Monday after their
expensively-assembled roster powered to victory
over the Cincinnati Bengals. Sunday’s victory repre-
sented a spectacular jackpot for the Rams manage-
ment, who recruited heavily over the past year with
the goal of being able to bring an NFL title back to
Los Angeles at their own SoFi Stadium. The question
now is whether Sunday’s Hollywood ending turns out
to be the beginning of a dynasty. In an increasingly
competitive era, no team has won back-to-back
championships since the New England Patriots
achieved the feat in 2004 and 2005.

The good news for the Rams is that several pillars
of their championship-winning roster should be back
next season. Quarterback Matthew Stafford, who
helped transform the Rams offense this season fol-
lowing his blockbuster trade from Detroit, has anoth-
er year on his contract and is reportedly due to sign
an extension. Star receivers Cooper Kupp and
Robert Woods are also under contract, along with
defensive stalwarts Aaron Donald and Jalen Ramsey.

The dilemma will be determining whether free
agents such as Odell Beckham Jr, who scored the
opening touchdown on Sunday, and veteran line-
backer Von Miller, will be brought back. There are
also questions about whether Donald may walk away
from the sport. One report on Sunday said Donald
was contemplating retirement despite having a con-
tract which runs through 2024. Donald sidestepped
questions about his future after Sunday’s win, saying
only that he was “just going to be in the moment and
enjoy this today, or for a couple of days.”

‘Addictive feeling’ 
Team-mate Miller was sceptical Donald would

call it quits. “I don’t know man. He’s done everything
you can possibly do,” Miller said “But this feeling
here, there’s nothing like it. It’s addictive. “Once you
feel this - coming to the Super Bowl is one thing. But
winning it is different.” There have also been mur-
murings that Rams coach Sean McVay could consid-
er his future. McVay became the youngest winning
Super Bowl head coach in history on Sunday after
taking the title at 36 years and 20 days.

McVay, who became the youngest head coach in
the history of the NFL when he was appointed by
the Rams in 2017, has already taken the team to two
Super Bowl appearances during his reign. A weary
McVay paid tribute to his team’s “selflessness” and
mental resilience on Monday at the traditional post
Super Bowl press conference. “People wanted to win
a championship, do something special, for the other
people they cared about,” McVay said.

“This was the most selfless group I’ve ever been a
part of. They played for one another, they trusted one
another and they picked each other up through good
and bad. I felt that’s what made us so special. “When
you get great players and great coaches that are all
committed and pulling that rope in the same direc-
tion, great things can happen. “The mental toughness,
the resilience, the belief in each other. It was such a
powerful thing.”

McVay reserved special praise for wide receiver
Cooper Kupp, who was named the Super Bowl’s
MVP after a performance which included the win-
ning touchdown. Working in tandem with quarter-
back Stafford, Kupp put the Rams on his shoulders in
the final game-winning drive, making catch after
catch despite being relentlessly double-teamed.
“Cooper epitomizes what’s right about this team,”
McVay said. “The selflessness, the humility, the clutch
production when we had to have it.

“I’m better as a coach and as a person for being
around Cooper Kupp. He’s made such an impact on
me.” Kupp meanwhile, who was planning a trip to
Disneyland on Monday alongside Stafford and
Donald, said victory owed everything to the total
commitment of the Rams locker room. Kupp calcu-
lated he had spent around 500 hours of voluntary
practice in addition to obligatory time throughout
the season.

“So many guys that have just respected the game,
have put in the work and the time,” Kupp said. “And
that was a huge thing going into this. We said ‘We’ve
got guys who deserve a Super Bowl’. “That’s kind of
what makes this team so special.” Easing of COVID-
19 restrictions meanwhile means that the Rams will
be the first Los Angeles franchise to enjoy a tradi-
tional victory parade since the pandemic. The Los
Angeles Dodgers and Los Angeles Lakers both won
championships in 2020 but were unable to celebrate
with a parade due to COVID-19. The Rams parade
will be held today.—AFP
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LOS ANGELES: Fans vandalize a bus while fire-
works are see in the sky in downtown Los Angeles
after the Los Angeles Rams won the Super Bowl LVI
against Cincinnati Bengals. —AFP

Global players’ survey 
gives thumbs-down to 
two-year World Cup
PARIS: Footballers around the world have given a
resounding red card to FIFA’s proposal to hold the
World Cup every two years, according to a survey
by players’ global union Fifpro. The findings,
released yesterday, showed 75% of more than
1,000 male players questioned over the global gov-
erning body’s plans to shake-up the international
calendar were in favour of retaining the tourna-
ment’s current four-year cycle. In Europe and Asia

77% of players supported maintaining the status
quo, against 63% from the Americas.

In Africa the figure dropped to 49%, with the
remainder split between holding the competition
every two or three years. “While a clear majority of
players support the current frequency of the World
Cup, a demand exists, particularly in smaller and
medium-sized markets, to further develop and
strengthen national team competitions,” Fifpro said.
When asked to pick their preferred competition
81% singled out their domestic league or the World
Cup “in its current four-year cycle”.

Fifpro general secretary Jonas Baer-Hoffmann
said the survey showed “most footballers around
the world have a clear preference to play the World
Cup every four years”. He said the results also
underlined the importance of domestic league com-

petitions to players. “These leagues are the bedrock
of our game and we have to do more to strengthen
them both for the sake of players and the overall
stability of professional football.”

Another key finding he pointed out was that
“only 21 percent of them believe that their voice is
respected and that their well-being is adequately
considered in the context of international football
governance”. “Therefore, this survey underlines the
need for more collective bargaining frameworks in
our industry, especially at the international level.
The controversial switch to a two-year World Cup
cycle championed by FIFA president Gianni
Infantino is opposed by a block comprising the
European and South American federations and
major clubs, but backed by the Confederation of
African Football.—AFP
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