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In search of medals, 
Shiffrin finetuning 
before combined
YANQING: Mikaela Shiffrin got a boost yesterday in
her hunt for an elusive medal at the Beijing Olympics
when she had an invaluable run-out in the downhill.
The American will be hot favorite for the alpine com-
bined event yesterday. Shiffrin came 18th in the down-
hill, 2.49sec behind Switzerland’s gold medal winner
Corinne Suter, in the ultimate test of speed that she
admits she has not practiced for in two years.

But training runs on the same “Rock” course and the
downhill proper, Shiffrin explained, had given her some
invaluable time on the same slope that will also feature in
the combined. After failing to finish in her favored events
of the slalom and giant slalom, 26-year-old Shiffrin
regained some pride with ninth place in the super-G
before taking on the downhill, and confirmed she will
also take part in the mixed team event on Saturday. First
up, however, is the alpine combined, which incorporates
a morning downhill followed by a slalom.

“I am able to learn a lot about the track but when
the speeds get up - it’s much faster today - and you feel
that speed in some sections, that’s when I start to fight
the speed rather than going with it,” Shiffrin said,
describing the sensation as “like it is pushing you
around everywhere”. “It’s just important to be able to
compartmentalise the downhill run, be fully focused on
the downhill run and then start the slalom portion of the
run as if it’s a new day. “That’s really hard to do - com-
bined days are long and the events could not be more
opposite; it’s like doing two different sports in one day.”

Nothing is guaranteed 
Shiffrin’s bid to finally add to her two previous

Olympic gold medals, in the slalom in the 2014 Sochi
Games and giant slalom four years ago in
Pyeongchang, was boosted by the withdrawal of
Petra Vlhova. After winning gold in the slalom, the
Slovak racer complained of an ankle injury and
returned home. “There are a few girls who have a
really good shot at the combined, putting together a
solid downhill run and a solid slalom run, and Petra
was one of them,” Shiffrin said.

The American, with a wry smile after her own
experiences in China, warned that “nothing is guaran-
teed and that’s the number one lesson many people
learn at the Olympic Games”. “There is no guarantee
for anything, not for form, not for results.” Her main
competition in the combined will likely come from the
Swiss pair of Michelle Gisin and Wendy Holdener, who
have both won bronze medals at these Games, in the
super-G and slalom respectively.

Czech cross-code star Ester Ledecka will also be
in the running after failing to trouble the podium in
either the super-G or downhill. “I hope I’ll enjoy it,”
Ledecka said of the combined. “I didn’t really train
slalom as much, just once actually this year. “I’ll try my
best and we’ll see what happens,” said the Czech, who
will return home with at least one gold, having retained
her snowboard parallel giant slalom title. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: DeMar DeRozan caught
fire in the final quarter, using a calculated
game plan to score a team-high 40 points as
the Chicago Bulls seized control late to beat
the San Antonio Spurs 120-109 on Monday.
The Bulls trailed by six points entering the
fourth quarter but then DeRozan busted
loose, scoring 11 of his team’s next 13 points
to give Chicago the lead.

DeRozan says he tried to remain calm
throughout, especially in the third quarter
when the Spurs outscored the Bulls 32-24.
“Come the fourth quarter my main priority is
to win at any cost,” said DeRozan. “You have
to understand the whole game. It is tough to
go out there from the jump ball and just be
aggressive and try to score. “You got to dis-
sect the game. I collect data throughout the
game and come the fourth quarter I got it all
figured out and the ball is going in the hoop.”

DeRozan has scored 30 or more points in
seven straight games and established a club

record with his sixth straight game of at least
35 points, surpassing Michael Jordan in the
1996-97 season. It comes as no surprise that
DeRozan leads the league with 431 fourth-
quarter points. “It’s not only the scoring
piece, which is absolutely incredible what he
does, the other piece of it is just his basket-
ball IQ, his experience, how savvy he is,”
Bulls coach Billy Donovan said.

Nikola Vucevic added 25 points and 16
rebounds while Coby White scored 24 and
Ayo Dosunmu dropped 12 in the win.
Chicago shot 52.3 percent from the floor and
outrebounded the Spurs 58-41. Lonnie
Walker led San Antonio with 21 points off the
bench. Doug McDermott and Dejounte
Murray added 19 each and Keldon Johnson
and Jakob Poeltl scored 13 apiece for the
Spurs in front of a crowd of 21,100 at the
United Center.

The Bulls played without all-star Zach
LaVine, who missed his second straight game

due to a sore left knee. Elsewhere, Kyle
Kuzma finished with 23 points, including 17 in
the third quarter, as the Washington Wizards
rolled to a 103-94 point victory over the
Detroit Pistons, who lost their eighth straight
contest. Kentavious Caldwell-Pope added 16,
and Deni Avdija had 12 points and a career-
high 15 rebounds for Washington, who have
won just two of their last 11.

Saddiq Bey scored a team-high 24 points
and Jeremi Grant tallied 14 for the Pistons,
who dropped to 12-45 on the season. The
Pistons’ Cade Cunningham was in foul trou-
ble for much of the game and finished with 12
points. Cunningham leads all NBA rookies in
scoring. The Pistons were held scoreless for
more than four minutes late in the fourth
quarter. They are now a dismal 4-25 on the
road. Washington, who improved to 26-30
overall, took a 75-74 lead on Ish Smith’s
jumper with 2:47 left in the third.

Kuzma scored seven points in the final

80 seconds of the quarter as the Wizards
took an 87-78 lead into the fourth. Wizards
Rui Hachimura left the game in the second
quarter after spraining his ankle in a colli-
sion with Detroit’s Marvin Bagley, who was
playing in his first game since the Pistons
traded for him. In New York, Seth Curry
scored 23 points in his debut for Brooklyn
as the Nets snapped an 11-game losing
streak with a 109-85 victory over the
Sacramento Kings.

Curry helped Brooklyn get its first win
since beating San Antonio on January 21. He
made 10 of 18 shots, including three from
long range and added seven rebounds and
five assists. Also, CJ McCollum scored 23
points as the host New Orleans Pelicans
dominated the Toronto Raptors with a 120-
90 victory. In Los Angeles, Terance Mann
scored a season-high 25 points as the Los
Angeles Clippers defeated the  Golden State
Warriors 119-104.—AFP

WASHINGTON: Kyle Kuzma #33 of the Washington Wizards drives to the basket during the game against the Detroit Pistons on February 14, 2022 at Capital One Arena. —AFP

Wizards hand Pistons 8th straight loss
DeRozan turns on jets in fourth quarter

Tearful Valieva 
skates again at 
Olympics amid 
doping scandal
BEIJING: Russian teenage figure skater Kamila
Valieva put herself in pole position to win a second
Beijing Olympic title as she controversially returned
to action yesterday despite failing a drugs test.
Having been cheered onto the ice wearing an off-
shoulder purple dress, the 15-year-old burst into
tears at the end of a composed performance which
propelled her to the top of the standings of the
short program in the women’s singles competition.
The title will be decided tomorrow after the free
skate. Valieva learned during these Games she had
tested positive in December for trimetazidine, which
boosts endurance.

On Monday, the Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS) ruled that Valieva could carry on at the
Olympics, but it does not mean that she has been
cleared of doping and she could still face punish-
ment at a later date. After her performance Valieva
passed through the area where journalists wait to
talk to the skaters without stopping. She was hold-
ing a teddy bear and sobbing. “These last few days
have been very difficult for me,” Valieva, the pre-
Games favorite for gold, told Russian television on
the eve of competition. “I am happy but at the same
time tired emotionally.”

The CAS ruling was celebrated in Russia but pro-
voked fury elsewhere, with the United States Anti-
Doping Agency accusing the country of “hijacking”
the Beijing Olympics. It also put the spotlight once
more on doping by Russian athletes, who are not
allowed to take part at these Games under their flag
because of a state-sponsored doping program that
reached its peak at its home 2014 Sochi Olympics.

The International Olympic Committee says there
will be no medal ceremony in Beijing if Valieva
comes in the top three of the singles event-unprece-
dented in the history of the Games. Valieva led
Russia to team gold last week, before a Stockholm
laboratory reported that she had failed a drugs test
from December 25. The medal ceremony for the
team event will also not take place. In ruling that
Valieva should not be suspended, CAS said that
there were “exceptional circumstances”, including
her age and the fact it had taken six weeks for her
failed test to be reported.

Senior IOC member Denis Oswald told reporters
in Beijing that Valieva had told her doping hearing
that she tested positive because of “contamination”
from her grandfather’s medicine. Russian media said
Valieva allegedly drank from the same glass that her
grandfather, who takes medication for a heart con-
dition, had used. British skater Natasha McKay hit
out at the decision to let Valieva return to action.
“Obviously it is not a level playing field and at every
sport it should be a level playing field, and we don’t
get that opportunity here,” she said.

Whatever Gu can do 
Nine gold medals were up for grabs in the

Chinese capital yesterday. Corinne Suter won the
women’s downhill to confirm Switzerland’s alpine
skiing dominance. Her victory in the high-speed
event followed  Lara Gut-Behrami in the women’s
super-G, while Beat Feuz won the men’s downhill at
the start of the Games and Marco Odermatt took
the men’s giant slalom.

Two-time skiing gold medallist Mikaela Shiffrin,
who is yet to win a medal in Beijing, came 18th as
she warmed up for the alpine combined event
tomorrow. Defending champion Sofia Goggia of
Italy took silver, capping a remarkable return to
form after she injured her knee in a crash last month.
There was another Swiss winner earlier in the day in
the form of Mathilde Gremaud in women’s freestyle
slopestyle. Gremaud tr iumphed ahead of
Californian-born Chinese sensation Eileen Gu, the

face of the Games and gold-medal winner last week.
Gu, 18, had to settle for silver.

Her Chinese team-mate Su Yiming, who is 18 later
this week, also now has one silver and one gold after
he dominated the men’s snowboard Big Air to take
the title even before his third and final run. In a
touching moment, Su pointed at his parents when he
was standing on the podium. “I haven’t seen my par-
ents for the past seven months because I went to
Europe for training and to many places for competi-
tions,” said Su, a film actor as a child. “This moment
is so special for me and also my family.” Austria’s
Anna Gasser won a dramatic snowboard women’s
Big Air gold to retain her title. —AFP

BEIJING: Russia’s Kamila Valieva competes in the women’s
single skating short program of the figure skating event dur-
ing the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic Games yesterday. —AFP


