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News in brief

UN Security Council ends Iraq 
invasion reparations to Kuwait

Otaibi hails efforts to close compensation file • More than $50bn recovered in damages
NEW YORK: The UN Security Council voted 
unanimously Tuesday to wrap up the three-decade 
program which has allowed Kuwait to recover more 
than $50 billion from Iraq for damages caused by 
its 1990 invasion. Members approved a resolution 
to “terminate the mandate” of the United Nations 
Compensation Commission, concluding that the 
operation has “fulfilled” its purpose of adequately 
remunerating Kuwait. 

The measure, drafted by Britain, says it “confirms 
that the government of Iraq is no longer required to 
deposit a percentage of proceeds from export sales 
of petroleum, petroleum products and natural gas 
into the fund”. The claims process “is now complete 
and final”, having recovered some $52.4 billion in 
total from Iraq for Kuwait, it adds.  

Kuwait hailed the UN Security Council’s efforts 
on ending the Kuwaiti-Iraqi compensation file and 
the firm will and strong determination that it showed 
to complete the implementation of this commitment. 
This came during Kuwait’s speech delivered by the 
Permanent Representative of Kuwait to the UN, 
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi, at the Security 
Council session in which it unanimously adopted 
Resolution 2621, which ended the mandate of the 
UN Compensation Commission.  

“We are fully aware that compensation does not 
aim to punish the aggressor as much as it is keen to 
hold him accountable after the conflict ends by 
addressing the effects of the aggression and bear-

ing legal responsibility for the losses and damages 
he caused and achieving justice for the affected 
governments and individuals,” Otaibi said.  

He also welcomed the Security Council’s unani-
mous adoption of Resolution 2621 at the beginning 
of the session, which ends, after 31 years, the man-
date of the committee, which was mandated in 
accordance with Resolutions 687 and 692 to con-
sider claims for compensation for damages and 
losses incurred by governments, companies and 
individuals caused by Iraq’s illegal invasion and 
occupation of Kuwait in 1990.  

Furthermore, Otaibi added that the committee 
considered nearly 2.7 million claims submitted by 
more than 100 governments and a number of inter-
national organizations, with a total value of $352.5 
billion. However, it approved around 1.5 million 
claims worth $52.4 billion, which confirms the con-
servative and cautious approach in examining the 
evidence available to verify all the claims due for 
compensation.  

Otaibi noted the introductory paragraph con-
tained in the decision, in which the Council express-
es its appreciation for Kuwait’s cooperation with 
the committee and the Iraqi government, and prais-
es Kuwait’s good intentions by agreeing to suspend 
the payment of compensation for three consecutive 
years for the years 2014, 2015 and 2016. This was in 
consideration of the circumstances and conditions  
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Amir, Crown Prince meet Algerian President

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday received visiting 
Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune, accompanied by senior officials. The meeting was also 
attended by HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — KUNA 

Turkey seeks crime boss 
 
ISTANBUL: Turkey has asked the 
United Arab Emirates to extradite a 
convicted crime boss who fled prose-
cution and accused the allies of 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of 
serious misdemeanors, state news 
agency reported yesterday. The jus-
tice ministry has asked the UAE to 
“temporarily arrest Sedat Peker for 
his eventual extradition to Turkey”, 
the Anadolu news agency reported. In 
June, Peker said he had been warned 
by UAE authorities about the “high 
security risk” of his videos filled with 
bombshell accusations. — AFP 

Tunisia bans film 
 
TUNIS: Tunisia has withdrawn from 
cinemas a new Agatha Christie adap-
tation starring Zionist actress Gal 
Gadot, following protests over “nor-
malization” with the Zionist entity. 
British director Kenneth Branagh’s 
“Death on the Nile”, already banned 
in Kuwait and Lebanon for the same 
reason, will no longer be shown in 
cinemas across the North African 
country. Movie theatres had been 
showing the film since Feb 9 but, fol-
lowing protests, the authorities 
agreed to ban it. — AFP 

UAE to buy Chinese jets 
 
DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates 
said yesterday it plans to buy a 
dozen Chinese L15 aircraft, as it 
seeks to bolster its defenses after a 
series of attacks by Yemeni rebels. 
The UAE defense ministry said it 
intended to sign a contract with 
China National Aero-Technology 
Import & Export Corporation (CAT-
IC) to purchase 12 of the L15 training 
and light combat aircraft, with the 
option for 36 additional jets of the 
same type, the official Emirati news 
agency WAM reported. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanese Internal Security Forces show weapons seized from the 
Islamic State group, which was planning attacks on targets in Beirut’s south-
ern suburbs, during a press conference yesterday. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanon has thwarted a plan by 
the Islamic State group to carry out three 
suicide bombings targeting Shiite religious 
compounds in Beirut’s southern suburbs, the 
interior ministry said yesterday. “A terrorist 
group had recruited young Palestinian men in 
Lebanon to carry out major bombing attacks 
using explosive belts” and other munitions, 
Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi told a 
press conference. 

“Three separate targets were to be hit at 
the same time,” the ministry said, in an oper-
ation Mawlawi said would have caused sig-
nificant loss of life. Lebanon’s Internal 

Security Forces (ISF) said the instructions for 
the bomb plot came from an IS operative 
based in the Palestinian refugee camp of Ain 
al-Hilweh, who is in touch with fellow Sunni 
extremists in Syria. 

The instructions were passed to an under-
cover agent recruited by the ISF to infiltrate 
IS networks in Lebanon. On Feb 7, the agent 
was instructed to prepare attacks on a Shiite 
religious compound in the Al-Laylaki neigh-
borhood, the Imam Al-Kazem compound in 
Haret Hreik and the Al-Nasser religious cen-
ter in Beirut’s Ouzai suburb, the ISF said. He 
was given three explosive vests and other 
weapons to conduct the attacks on Feb 16, 
the ISF added. 

Security forces have since identified four 
suspected militants residing in the Ain al-
Hilweh camp who are believed to have been 
involved in the bomb plot. Mawlawi said two 
suspects had been arrested, although he did  
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Lebanon foils 
IS plot against 
Hezb bastion

AMMAN: Archaeologists deep in the 
Jordanian desert have discovered a 9,000-
year-old ritualistic complex near what is 
thought to be the earliest known large 
human-built structure worldwide. The Stone 
Age shrine site, excavated last year, was used 
by gazelle hunters and features carved stone 
figures, an altar and a miniature model of a 
large-scale hunting trap. 

The giant game traps the model repre-
sents - so-called “desert kites” - were made 
of long walls that converge to corral running 
gazelles into enclosures or holes for slaugh-
ter. Similar structures of two or more stone 
walls, some several kilometers long, have 
been found in deserts across Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Turkey and Kazakhstan. The Neolithic-
era ritual site was discovered inside a larger 
campsite last October by a joint French-
Jordanian team called the South Eastern 

Badia Archaeological Project. 
The nearby desert kites in Jibal al-

Khashabiyeh are “the earliest large-scale 
human built structures worldwide known to 
date,” said a statement by the SEBA Project. 
It hailed the “spectacular and unprecedented 
discovery” of the ritualistic site, believed to 
date to about 7000 BC.  
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9,000-year-old 
ritual complex 
found in Jordan

A handout picture shows recently-discov-
ered antiquities linked to hunter-gatherers 
and dating back to the Neolithic era in the 
Jordanian Badia. — AFP 

STOCKHOLM: Swedish authorities 
are fighting back against claims its 
social services are “kidnapping” 
Muslim children, denouncing a “disin-
formation campaign” of viral videos 
spreading mistrust among immigrant 
families. Videos began appearing on 
Arabic-language social media sites in 
late 2021 of real interventions by 
child welfare services, showing crying 
children being separated from dis-
traught parents. 

With limited context about the sit-
uations portrayed, the videos accuse 
Sweden of being a fascist state where 
social services place Muslim children 
in Christian homes with pedophiles or 
where they are forced to drink alcohol 
and eat pork. After Mideastern media 
outlets reported on the claims, 
Swedish government officials and 

social services have come out in force  
to deny the allegations. 

“We absolutely do not do that,” 
Migration and Integration Minister 
Anders Ygeman told AFP, stressing 
the main goal was to support families. 
Ygeman said the campaign was being 
fueled in part by “frustrated parents 
who have failed in their parenting” 
and were projecting their anger at 
authorities.  

Continued on Page 2 

Sweden denies 
‘kidnappings’ of 
Muslim children

GOTHENBURG, Sweden: Photo taken on 
Feb 13, 2022 shows protesters demon-
strating against the Swedish social 
services.  — AFP 


