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KUWAIT: The beginning of opera-
tions at the Health Assurance Hospitals 
Company (DHAMAN) before the end 
of this year reflects the integrality of 
the partnership between the public 
and private sectors to the Kuwait 
Vision 2035 (New Kuwait), said an 
official yesterday. Dhaman Hospitals 
Company CEO Thamer Arab revealed 
in an interview that the Ministry of 
Health had pushed for the establish-
ment of the company, which was 
viewed as part of the development of 
an integrated and high-quality health service in 
Kuwait. He went on to say that Dhaman hospitals 
reflected a comprehensive partnership between the 
public and private sectors 
with the Kuwaiti govern-
ment owning around 24 
percent of the shares, 
while the private sector 
— through strategic 
investors — own 26 per-
cent. The rest of the 
shares, at 50 percent, will 
be offered through an 
Init ial  Public Offering 
(IPO) — already paid for 
by the Kuwait Investment 
Authority (KIA) on behalf of the citizens — until 
the offering occurs, revealed Arab, indicating that 
the capital of the company stood at KD 230 mil-
lion (approximately $759 million). 

Regarding the inclusion of the private sector in 
Kuwait’s development plans, Arab stressed that it 
was of paramount importance to apply the best of 
international standards when seeking overall-com-

prehensive development, noting that 
Dhaman hospitals would be the first 
facility in the Middle East to offer a 
Health Maintenance Organization 
(HMO) system, a health plan based on 
an annual or monthly fee. He pointed 
out that Dhaman would also aim at pro-
viding top-notch healthcare services 
via implementing Joint Commission 
International (JCI) accreditation stan-
dards. Arab said that Dhaman hospitals 
were working on being listed in Boursa 
Kuwait, the stock exchange, after it 

begins operation hopefully this year. The company 
would provide preliminary and secondary health 
offer services to some two million residents work-

ing in the private sector 
and their families, added 
the CEO who revealed 
that the cost of health 
insurance would be set 
initially at KD 130 (around 
$430). 

Arab noted that while 
the Ministry of Health 
covered around 80 per-
cent of health services in 
the country, the beginning 
of the Dhaman hospitals 

company’s operation would aim at lessening the 
burden on the public sector to around 60 percent, 
pointing out that insurance would cover the needs 
of residents over 60 years of age. Touching on the 
impact of the coronavirus on the launch of Dhaman 
hospitals services, Arab said that partial opera-
tions were in motion during the pandemic with 
facilities of the hospitals put in use by the staff of 

the Ministry of Health namely in Hawali and 
Farwaniya areas. 

On job opportunities, Arab affirmed that over 
7,000 jobs were “up for grabs”, adding that cur-
rently, the staff consisted of 400 employees, physi-
cians, and medical staff. He revealed that two health 
clinics were being established in Fahaheel and Al-
Jahra in addition to 600-bed capacity hospitals in 

Al-Jahra and Al-Ahmadi. The main Dhaman hospi-
tal building consisted of five floors and a basement 
built on 82,000 square meters with a bed capacity 
of 300, 14 operation theaters, 21 ICUs, premature 
care units, in addition to laboratories, an ER, a heli-
port, and pharmacy. The parking lot accommodates 
500 vehicles, said Arab, adding that the main hos-
pital construction was at 62 percent. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: One of Dhaman’s hospitals under construction. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti state authorities and 
associations have been preparing for the 
national days falling on February 25-26. 
Kuwait Fire Force announced yesterday 
that it had finalized preparations for secur-
ing the celebrations, erecting 14 makeshift 
fire stations in all the governorates for rapid 
intervention in case unfortunate accidents 
happen. Colonel Mohammad Ibrahim, 
Kuwait Fire Force Public Relations 
Director, said in a press statement that all 
these stations had been staffed and 
equipped to deal with any mishap.  

Kuwait Fire Force will help to ease off 
any traffic congestion that may occur 
during the celebrations and will partake 
in the activities by displaying its state-of-
art equipment and engines, he said, urg-
ing revelers to equip their cars with fire 
extinguishers and abstain from tossing 
fireworks amid the celebrators. Earlier 
yesterday, the Kuwaiti Ministry of 

Interior marked the upcoming national 
occasions with a declaration, pardoning 
policemen who have been held in disci-
plinary cases. They will go free starting 
today. An identical initiative was declared 
by Kuwait National Guard that said in a 
statement that the detainees would be 
released upon directions by Kuwait 
National Guard Chief, His Highness 
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, and his 
deputy, Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, Kuwait 
Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) 
marked the forthcoming occasions with a 
celebratory gathering, involving the per-
sonnel and their families including youth. 
Also, the Public Authority for Minors 
Affairs celebrated the happy days at 
Jamal Abdul-Nasser public park in 
Rawdha, where lecturers and banners 
brought into recollections sacrifices and 
great deeds of the ancestors.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital serv-
ice provider in Kuwait, continued its 
strategic sponsorship of Bugsha Market, 
Kuwait’s biggest outdoor market for local 
SMEs. The event, held at the Green Island 
throughout the weekend, offered a unique 
social environment for visitors to socialize, 
connect, and enjoy the spring season 
while exploring the best of what local tal-
ents have to offer.  

By partnering with Bugsha Market, 
Zain continued its ongoing efforts of 
shouldering local talents as part of its sol-
id and well-focused Corporate 
Sustainability and Social Responsibility 

strategy. The company continuously 
works towards identifying initiatives that 
empower the next generation of Kuwaiti 
businesses that are well-capable of con-
tributing to national economy. The event 
featured a great number of local SMEs 
that represented many sectors to serve 
the needs of visitors.  

For the third consecutive month, Zain 
was present at Bugsha Market in the 
Green Island via its dedicated booth, 
where the company offered many social 
and entertaining programs to visitors in an 
open area, sharing the wonderful positive 
atmosphere that the Kuwaiti community 

enjoys nowadays as normal life gradually 
returns after the pandemic. Zain also held 
exciting competitions at the event and 
presented valuable prizes to winners. 

Bugsha Market offers a unique oppor-
tunity for visitors to gather and connect 
by hosting many social and entertainment 
activities, including restaurants, cafes, 
local SMEs, winter market, farmers mar-
ket, recreational programs, and more. The 
first edition of the event was held at 
Adaliya Park, while the second was held at 
Wahran Park in Shamiya, and both wit-
nessed tremendous success and huge 
crowds. 
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KUWAIT: Waleed Al-Khashti with Zain’s team at the company’s booth.

KUWAIT: An event organized by the Public Authority for Minors Affairs at 
Jamal Abdul-Nasser public park yesterday. —KUNA
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that Iraq was going through and the serious security 

and economic challenges it was facing during that peri-
od, he added. The ambassador congratulated Iraq for 
fulfilling its obligations stipulated in Security Council 
resolutions related to the file.  

“Today Iraq turns a page that has lasted 30 years,” 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Fouad Mohammad Hussein told 
the Security Council. “It opens a new chapter” in which 
Iraq will seek to develop its relations and cooperation 

with the United Nations, the minister pledged, as he 
welcomed the commission’s success. 

The unprecedented panel is considered a model for 
reconciliation that could help resolve future conflicts if 
necessary. Created in May 1991 by Security Council 
Resolution 692, the commission managed Iraq’s finan-
cial compensation which featured a five percent tax 
levied on its oil sales. 

The funds have been distributed to individuals, 
companies, governmental agencies and other organiza-
tions that suffered losses when Saddam Hussein’s Iraqi 
forces stormed across the border into its small, oil-rich 
neighbor in Aug 1990 and established a provisional 
government. The invasion prompted a series of biting 
UN sanctions and triggered the Gulf War which 
included a massive US-led ground and air offensive 
that ousted Iraq from Kuwait in early 1991. — Agencies 

UN Security 
Council ends...

Continued from Page 1 
 
not specify whether they were among the four iden-

tified in Ain al-Hilweh. The camp outside the main 
southern city of Sidon is the largest Palestinian settle-
ment in Lebanon. 

It has gained notoriety as a refuge for extremists and 
other fugitives. By longstanding convention, the 
Lebanese army does not enter the country’s camps, leav-
ing security inside in the hands of Palestinian factions. 
Beirut’s southern suburbs, a stronghold of Shiite militant 
group Hezbollah, saw a wave of bombings between 2013 

and 2015 carried out by Sunni extremists in retaliation for 
Hezbollah’s intervention in the civil war in neighboring 
Syria on the side of the Damascus government. 

In 2015, twin suicide bombings claimed by IS killed 
more than 40 people in the area. The latest IS plot 
came after the group’s leader Ibrahim Al-Hashimi Al-
Qurashi was killed in a US raid on his home in rebel-
held northwestern Syria earlier this month. IS opera-
tives asked for a video to be recorded ahead of the 
planned attack, in which militants said they were carry-
ing it out in Qurashi’s honor, the ISF said. 

IS is believed to be exploiting an unprecedented 
financial crisis in Lebanon to lure recruits with the 
promise of hefty salaries. A security source told AFP 
this month that around 48 Lebanese from the impover-
ished northern city of Tripoli have joined IS ranks in 
Iraq since August. At least eight Tripoli men have been 
reported killed in Iraq since December. — AFP 
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It featured two steles with anthropomorphic fea-

tures, the taller one 1.12 m high, other artefacts 
including animal figurines, flints, and some 150 
arranged marine fossils. 

The wider, decade-old research project aims to 
study “the first pastoral nomadic societies, as well 
as the evolution of specialized subsistence strate-

gies”. The desert kites suggest “extremely sophisti-
cated mass hunting strategies, unexpected in such 
an early timeframe,” said the project’s statement. 
The sacral symbolism was most likely meant “to 
invoke the supranatural forces for successful hunts 
and abundance of prey to capture,” it said. 

The teams of researchers have also found camp-
sites with circular dwellings and large numbers of 
gazelle bones. The project is a collaboration of 
Jordan’s Al Hussein Bin Talal University and the French 
Institute of the Near East. French ambassador 
Veronique Vouland-Aneini hailed the “outcome for 
both the scientific world and Jordan”, saying “it pro-
vides us with a priceless testimony of the historical life 
in the Middle East, its traditions and rituals”. — AFP 
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“There are also malevolent forces that want to 

exploit these parents’ frustration to spread mistrust 
and division,” he said. 

Sweden’s newly created Psychological Defense 
Agency has described many of the videos as old, 
presenting a false context with a “purpose to polar-
ize”. Magnus Ranstorp, a terrorism expert at the 
Swedish Defense University, told AFP the campaign 
was primarily based on a Facebook group called 
“Barnens Rattigheter Mina Rattigheter” (Children’s 
Rights My Rights), where parents share experi-
ences of having their children “unfairly” removed 

from their care. 
Imams in Sweden and abroad picked up on the 

stories, as did a new fringe political party Nyans 
(Nuance), which has made the forced removal of 
children a rallying cry ahead of the general election 
in September. Muslim online influencers with mil-
lions of followers also joined the fray, as well as 
Arabic site “Shuoun Islamiya” (“Islamic Affairs”), 
which has published around 20 videos. Several 
protests have also been held across Sweden. 

Ranstorp said that while there may be some 
legitimate criticism against social services, the harsh 
rhetoric in the media posts was “inciting”. Julia 
Agha, head of the Arabic-language news outlet 
Alkompis based in Stockholm, has followed the 
campaign closely. “Starting out, it was probably 
intended as a campaign where families of those 
whose children have been taken into custody have 
felt unjustly treated and wanted to criticize social 
services,” she told AFP. — AFP 
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