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Afghan universities reopen, 
but few women return5 Africa faces tough job not 

to become plastic ‘dustbin’9 Pattinson suits up for 
macabre new ‘Batman’

Russia counts sporting 
cost of Ukraine invasion1210

People come out in force to celebrate • Kuwait raises largest flag on Oman mountain

Amir congratulates citizens, 
expatriates on national days 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah congratulated yesterday both citi-
zens and expats on the 61st National Day and the 
31st Liberation Day of Kuwait. HH the Amir 
expressed appreciation and delight over the fervor 
shown by people for the two dear occasions and 
their participation in celebrations and festivals held 
across the country.  

HH the Amir said these celebrations embodied loyal-
ty and allegiance to the dear homeland and the Kuwaiti 
family through love and unity. He lauded the great 
efforts and effective participations of the country’s 
ministries, official bodies and NGOs in these celebra-
tions. He recalled the fathers who founded the country 
and the key role of the late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah 
Al-Salem Al-Sabah and Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, namely during the Iraqi invasion. 
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(Left) A 2,742-sq-m Kuwaiti flag is unfurled on the summit of Oman’s Jebel Shams. (Right) A girl waves the national flag as jets fly over Kuwait Towers on Friday during celebrations of the coun-
try’s 61st National Day and the 31st Liberation Day. — Photos by KUNA/Yasser Al-Zayyat 

KYIV: Ukrainian service members are seen at the site of a fight with Russian raiding group 
yesterday morning. — AFP

KYIV: Ukrainian forces repulsed a Russian 
attack on Kyiv but “sabotage groups” infil-
trated the capital, officials said yesterday, as 
Ukraine reported 198 civilian deaths, 
including children, following Russia’s inva-
sion. A defiant Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky vowed his pro-
Western country would never give in to the 
Kremlin even as Russia said it had fired 
cruise missiles at military targets. 

With explosions echoing around Kyiv on 
the third day of Russia’s assault, Zelensky 

spoke in a video message, wearing olive 
green military-style clothing and looking 
tired but determined. “I am here. We will 
not lay down any weapons. We will defend 
our state, because our weapons are our 
truth,” the 44-year-old said. “Our truth is 
that this is our land, our country, our chil-
dren and we will protect all of this.” 

Ignoring warnings from the West, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
unleashed a full-scale invasion that the UN 
refugee agency said has forced almost 
116,000 people to flee to neighboring 
countries. Tens of thousands more are 
estimated to be displaced within Ukraine, 
with many on the move to less affected 
western areas of the country. 

Ukrainian Health Minister Viktor 
Lyashko said 198 civilians, including three 
children, had been killed in the conflict and 

1,115 wounded. In Kyiv, residents took shel-
ter in the subway system and in cellars and 
basements. “We thought something like this 
might happen, but we were hoping until the 
end that it wouldn’t,” Irina Butyak told AFP 
in one shelter. “We were hoping that com-
mon sense and common decency would 
prevail. Well, it didn’t,” the 38-year-old 
teacher said. 

Tens of thousands of refugees streamed 
into nearby Poland. “We don’t want to be 
running from country to country and asking 
for support, but support is really needed 
this time,” one refugee, who only gave her 
first name, Anna, told AFP at the train sta-
tion in the Polish border city of Przemysl. 

In Paris, French President Emmanuel 
Macron warned that the world must brace 
for a long war.  
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Fighting in Kyiv 
as 198 Ukrainian 
civilians killed

DUBAI: Choosing sides in Ukraine’s crisis would 
have once been easy for Gulf states long protected 
by the US, but growing ties with Moscow are forc-
ing them to strike a balance. As the world rushed to 
condemn the Russian invasion of its smaller neigh-
bor, the wealthy Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries, including Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), have largely kept quiet. 

Middle East experts say their reticence is under-
standable given what’s at play - energy, money and 
security. “It is not only the economic ties that are 
growing, but also the security ties of these states 
with Moscow,” said Anne Gadel, a Gulf expert and 
contributor to the French think-tank Institut 
Montaigne. 

On Friday, the UAE abstained along with China 
and India from a vote at the US Security Council 
demanding Moscow withdraw its troops. Russia as 
expected vetoed the resolution co-written by the 
US and Albania while 11 of the council’s 15 members 
voted for it. After the vote, Emirati state news 
agency WAM said the UAE and US foreign minis-
ters spoke by phone to review “global develop-
ments”. No mention was made of Ukraine. 

Russia’s foreign ministry meanwhile announced 
that the UAE and Russian foreign ministers would 
meet tomorrow in Moscow to discuss “further 
expanding multifaceted Russia-UAE relations”. 
Hours before Russia unleashed its massive ground, 
sea and air assault against Ukraine on Thursday, the  
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Ukraine crisis 
poses dilemma 
for Gulf states

HALAT, Lebanon: A banner in this coastal town north of Beirut reads in Arabic “Superior 
quality flour from (sisterly) Ukraine” yesterday. — AFP 

CAIRO: Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
could mean less bread on the table in 
Egypt, Lebanon, Yemen and elsewhere 
in the Arab world where millions 
already struggle to survive. The region 
is heavily dependent on wheat supplies 
from the two countries which are now 
at war, and any shortages of the staple 
food have potential to bring unrest. 

If those supplies are disrupted, “the 

Ukraine crisis could trigger renewed 
protests and instability” in several 
Middle East and North Africa coun-
tries, the Washington-based Middle 
East Institute said. The generals now 
ruling in Khartoum after an October 
coup have not forgotten: In 2019 one 
of their own, Field Marshall Omar Al-
Bashir, Sudan’s longtime autocrat, was 
toppled by his military under pressure 
from mass demonstrations triggered by 
a tripling of the bread price. 

Sudan is already facing regular anti-
coup protests but seems to have taken 
the initiative to avoid demonstrations 
over bread. When Russia’s invasion 
began on Thursday, the  
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Arabs fear for 
wheat supplies 
after invasion

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden lauded “uniquely accomplished” 
Ketanji Brown Jackson Friday as he nom-
inated her to be the first black woman in 
US history to serve on the Supreme 
Court. Jackson was appointed to the fed-
eral bench in 2013, and was backed by 
three Republican senators last year when 
she was elevated to the DC Circuit Court 
of Appeals, seen as a staging ground for 
aspiring Supreme Court justices. 

“She steps up to fill Justice (Stephen) 

Breyer’s place on the court with a 
uniquely accomplished and wide ranging 
background,” Biden said as he officially 
unveiled his decision at a White House 
appearance with the 51-year-old jurist. 
“As it happens, I share a birthday with 
the first black woman ever to be appoint-
ed as a federal judge, the Honorable 
Constance Baker Motley,” Jackson said 
as she accepted the nomination. 

“We were born exactly 49 years to 
the day apart. Today, I proudly stand on 
Judge Motley’s shoulders, sharing not 
only her birthday, but also her steadfast 
and courageous commitment to equal 
justice under law.” With one liberal jus-
tice replacing another the announcement 
will not reshape the ideological make-up 
of the court - but it is a huge moment for 
Biden personally and politically. — AFP 

Biden picks first 
black woman for 
Supreme Court

WASHINGTON: Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson, with US President Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris, speaks after being nominated for the US Supreme Court at the 
White House on Friday. — AFP  


