
DUBAI: Kuwait’s representative and Minister of 
Information and Culture Dr Hamad Rouh El-Din said on 
Friday that the 61st National Day and 31st Liberation 
Day of Kuwait are two dear occasions for Kuwaitis. 
During a speech on the country’s National Days at 
Dubai Expo 2020, the minister said that Kuwaitis 
expressed pride for the sacrifices of their fathers and 
grandfathers that formed a roadmap throughout 
Kuwait’s history. Kuwait has been supporting interna-

tional peace and security, and maintaining the territo-
ries, out of its strong believe that humans have right to 
live in peace, he pointed out. 

He referred, in this context, to the naming of Kuwait 
as a Humanitarian Center and the late Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad as a Humanitarian Leader. This is the 
continued path of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, the minister stressed.  

Kuwait’s pavilion, whose visitors exceeded two mil-
lions, has offered an outstanding image on various fields to 
deliver certain messages and goals to the world, he stated. 

Kuwait pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai opened on 
Friday festive activities to mark the country’s 61st 
National Day and the 31st Liberation Day, which 
attracted, and were much admired by, considerable 
numbers of visitors. The opening day featured patriotic 
songs by Kuwait TV and Kuwait Radio bands; Kuwait 
Opera; folklore performances of Al-Dahha, Al-Ardha 
and Al-Fernisi; and theatrical performance by Al-
Tomooh sport club for persons with special needs. The 
visitors were offered token gifts and flags as tokens of 
appreciation.  

Kuwait pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai also organized 
a national parade to mark the national days. The parade, 
led by Kuwait National Guard, started from Al-Ghaf 
Avenue, Dubai, towards Kuwait pavilion.  

Meanwhile, Dr Rouh El-Din and his accompanying 
delegation paid an extensive visit to Expo 2020 which is 

currently taking place in 
Dubai. The theme of 
Expo 2020 is 
“Connecting Minds, 
Creating the Future”, 
which focuses on three 
main facets: opportunity, 
mobility and sustainabil-
ity. The delegation 
began by touring the 
vast UAE Pavilion, which 
is situated at the center 
of the exhibition area. In 
a design created by 
Spanish architect 
Santiago Calatrava, 
which is inspired by the image of a falcon in mid-flight, 
the UAE pavilion features six different zones over a 
three-story structure that showcases 28 moveable 
wings. This pavilion succeeded in highlighting the UAE’s 
journey of progress while remaining true to the coun-
try’s culture of tradition. 

Next, Dr Rouh El-Din and the delegation visited the 
Kuwait Pavilion. Designed by Italian architect Marco 
Pestalozza, the Kuwait Pavilion sheds light on a sustain-
able future and Kuwait City’s urban development. 
Representing a gateway to the future, the Kuwait pavil-
ion offers visitors an immersive virtual landscape expe-
rience, inviting visitors to become part of the exhibition. 
Also, the people and culture of Kuwait are highlighted, 
where music, song and poetry add to the overall experi-
ence. 

A visit to the Saudi Arabia Pavilion followed. As the 
second-largest pavilion at Expo 2020, the Saudi Arabia 
Pavilion shed light on the Kingdom’s people, natural 
landscapes, past, present and future. Designed by 
Seville-based Boris Michael Associates, the pavilion 
flaunts an innovative and sustainable design that is 
LEED Platinum certified. It offers visitors an opportuni-
ty to engage with renowned Saudi Arabian hospitality, 
an interactive floor highlights the Kingdom’s creative 
scene, and the Business Park invites visitors to connect 
with investment partners from around the world. 

Dr Rouh El-Din and the accompanying delegation 
then proceeded to visit the Morocco Pavilion, designed 
by architect Tarik Oualalou who is based in both Paris 
and Casablanca. The pavilion sheds light on a national 
that is rampant with talent and opportunity, and a con-
stant source of inspiration and innovation. It offers an 
immersive experience, reflecting the streets of 
Moroccan medinas that are committed to a sustainable 
future for the planet. 

The next visit by Dr Rouh El-Din was to another 
North African pavilion, Egypt. Designed by Egyptian 
architect Hazem Hamada, the Egypt Pavilion engaged its 
visitors with a high-end digital journey, who were also 
given the opportunity to view three original antique 
Pharaoh statues and the chance to enjoy a 3D experience 
through a time machine. This celebration of a new era of 
opportunity, while shedding light on the future of tourism, 
infrastructure and education, were the mainstays of the 
Egypt Pavilion’s marriage of past and present. 

Dr Rouh El-Din and the Kuwait delegation then 
paid a visit to the Bahrain Pavilion, which was 
designed by Swiss architect Christian Kerez. Inspired 
by traditional weavers, the architecture features a 
design that mimics weaving needles, joining together 
different sections to create the feeling of density. Live 
weaving stations also feature at the pavilion, showcas-
ing various types of traditional embroidery, such as 
naqda, kurar and palm weaving. Innovation also fea-
tures heavily at the Bahrain Pavilion. 

The next stop made by Dr Rouh El-Din and his 
accompanying delegation was the GCC Pavilion. 
Linking its member states through their common histo-
ry, religion and culture, the GCC Pavilion emphasizes a 
unified vision for a promising future. Relying heavily on 
symbolism, this pavilion highlights a landscaped area 
with six different groups of threads, which forge togeth-
er to form aesthetic shadows across the landscape. 
Furthermore, at the center of the pavilion, a thousand 
golden threads merge, woven into a giant pendulum, 
representing one unified Arabian Gulf. 

Moving onto another GCC country, Oman, Dr Rouh 
El-Din and the visiting delegation enjoyed an overview 

of Omani progress where frankincense was the center 
of attention. The Oman Pavilion, designed by F&M 
Middle East, created a tribute to frankincense, showing 
visitors the ways that it has impacted medicine, food 
and cosmetics. Focusing on the mystical and futuristic, 
the Oman Pavilion also engaged its visitors with a cut-
ting-edge virtual reality experience. 

Next stop on Dr Rouh El-Din visit to Expo 2020 was 
the Jordan Pavilion, which was designed by Facts And 
Fiction GmbH. The Jordan Pavilion invited its visitors to 
experience a country where modernity meet tradition, 
where the high-tech meets the traditional and a young 
and vibrant society meets the cradle of culture. The 
pavilion also offers its visitors a platform to explore 
economic investment, market access and tourism, while 
showcasing Jordan’s breathtaking landscapes. 

Last stop for the day was the Qatar Pavilion, which 
was designed by architect Santiago Calatrava. Positing 
itself as a forward-aspiring country, the Qatar Pavilion 
showcased the Gulf nation’s diverse economy, ranging 
from arts to medicine to tourism, and various invest-
ment opportunities. Dr Rouh El-Din and the visiting 
delegation had the chance to explore the history and 
progress of Qatar as depicted in the pavilion’s various 
displays. Initially suffering a delay due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the organizers kept the original name of 
Expo 2020; the event site was subsequently launched 
on October 1, 2021, and will continue through March 31, 
2022. To date, ten million visitors have toured the land-
mark cultural forum, with more than 65 million digital 
visitors partaking in online tours of the various pavil-
ions. —KUNA and Agencies 
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their grandfathers: Info minister

Kuwait pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai celebrates national days

DUBAI: Kuwait pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai holds festive activities to mark the country’s 61st National Day and the 31st Liberation Day. Photos from the event — KUNA
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HH the Amir also recalled the honorable achievements 

made by past leaders for the country and citizens that will 
be eternal. In addition, HH the Amir remembered, with 
pride, the martyrs who sacrificed their souls and blood 
for the sake of the dear homeland, praying to Allah to 
bestow mercy upon their souls. The Amir thanked the 
GCC and Arab leaders for sharing Kuwait’s celebrations 
of the national days. He prayed to Allah to protect the 
dear homeland and maintain its security, safety and pros-
perity. Meanwhile, Kuwait set a new Guinness world 
record for raising the largest Kuwaiti flag (2,742 square 

meters) on the summit of Oman’s Jebel Shams, one of the 
highest mountains in the Arab world. In a statement to 
KUNA yesterday, head of the voluntary team KFlag Fuad 
Qabazard said he was proud of raising the flag on the 
summit, which stands at 3,028 m above the ground. He 
dedicated this big achievement to the Kuwaiti leadership, 
government and people, while thanking the Omani 
authorities for facilitating all measures.  

In Kuwait, people enjoyed and celebrated the National 
and Liberation Days with exhibitions and car parades 
after nearly two years of restrictions due to the coron-
avirus pandemic. The government has declared a week-
long holiday (including the Israa and Meraj holiday), with 
public institutions to reopen on March 6. The entire 
Arabian Gulf Road was packed with cars on both days, 
with revelers wearing national colors and carrying 
national flags. Some even got out of their cars to dance to 
the tune of Kuwaiti patriotic songs. The ring roads were 
also full of people celebrating.  — Agencies
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“This crisis will last, this war will last and all the 

crises that come with it will have lasting conse-
quences,” Macron said. “We must be prepared”. 

After speaking to Macron, Zelensky tweeted to 
thank “partners” for sending weapons and equip-
ment. Several NATO members have sent weapons 
and ammunition to Ukraine in recent weeks, includ-
ing Britain, the United States and ex-communist 
countries in eastern Europe. In the latest contribu-
tion from Washington, Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken announced $350 million in additional mili-
tary equipment. 

NATO has said it is deploying its rapid response 
force of 40,000 troops to eastern Europe for the first 
time, but the Western military alliance has made clear 
it will not send any troops to Ukraine. Russia mean-
while accused Ukraine of prolonging the conflict by 
refusing to take up its offer of negotiations in neigh-

boring Belarus, where Russia has stationed thousands 
of troops. Zelensky said his country had “derailed” 
the Russian plan of overthrowing him and urged 
Russians to pressure Putin into stopping the conflict. 

In the early hours of Saturday, AFP reporters in 
Kyiv heard occasional blasts of what soldiers said 
were artillery and Grad missiles being fired in an area 
northwest of the city center. There were also loud 
explosions in the center. Emergency services said a 
high-rise apartment block was hit by shell ing 
overnight, posting a picture that showed a hole cov-
ering at least five floors blasted into the side of the 
building. 

Kyiv’s mayor, Vitali Klitschko, said the building had 
been hit by a missile. “The enemy is trying to break 
into the city, in particular from Gostomel, Zhytomyr, 
where the aggressors are neutralized,” Klitschko said, 
referring to two settlements to the northwest and west 
of the city. “Now in Kyiv there are, unfortunately, sab-
otage groups, there were several clashes,” he said. 

Hours later, AFP saw a destroyed Ukrainian military 
truck in the city centre and a civilian volunteer digging 
a trench for soldiers. Ukrainian army tanks were also 
seen maneuvering all over the center but the streets 
were mostly empty and the center silent except for the 
sound of air raid sirens and birdsong.— AFP 

Fighting in Kyiv 
as 198 Ukrainian...
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UAE had “stressed the depth of friendship” with 

Moscow. Gulf powerhouse Saudi Arabia has not react-
ed to the invasion, like the UAE, Bahrain and Oman. 
Kuwait and Qatar have only denounced the violence, 
stopping short of criticizing Moscow. 

For more than seven decades, the United States has 
played a key role in the conflict-wracked Middle East, 
serving in particular as a defender of the oil-rich Gulf 
monarchies against potential threats such as Iran. But 
in recent years, Washington began limiting its military 
engagements in the region, even as its closest allies 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE have come under attack by 
Yemen’s Houthi rebels. Saudi oil giant Aramco’s facili-
ties were hit in 2019 by the Iran-aligned insurgents. 

Gulf countries “understand that they need to diver-
sify their alliances to compensate for the perceived 

withdrawal of the United States from the region”, said 
Gadel. Politics are paramount too. Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE, two US allies hosting American troops, have 
seen their ties with Washington change to a love-hate 
relationship over arms deals and rights issues. 

The 2018 killing of Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi inside the kingdom’s Istanbul consulate has 
strained relations with Riyadh, and the UAE has threat-
ened to cancel a mega-deal for US-made F-35 jet 
fighters. “Russia is seen as an ideological ally while 
American human rights strings attached to their sup-
port are becoming ever more of an issue,” said 
Andreas Krieg, Middle East expert and associate pro-
fessor at King’s College London. “There has been an 
integration of grand strategy between Moscow and 
Abu Dhabi when it comes to the region. Both are 
counter-revolutionary forces and were eager to con-
tain political Islam.” 

Despite growing security cooperation with Russia, 
which is directly involved in the Syrian and Libyan 
conflicts, Krieg says most GCC states will “still put 
their security eggs into the US basket”. But “they have 
started to diversify relations with American competi-
tors and adversaries in other domains”. — AFP 

Ukraine crisis 
poses dilemma...
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second-highest figure in Sudan’s ruling Sovereign 

Council was in Moscow to discuss trade ties.  
Bread is already a luxury for millions in Yemen, 

where a seven-year war has pushed the country to 
the brink of famine. “Most people can barely afford 
the basic foods,” and the war in Ukraine will only 
“make things worse”, Walid Salah, 35, a civil servant 
in the rebel-held capital Sanaa, told AFP. 

Russia is the world’s top wheat exporter and 
Ukraine the fourth, according to estimates by the US 
Department of Agriculture. Moscow’s invasion 
pushed the wheat price far above its previous record 
high in European trading to 344 euros ($384) a ton 
on Thursday. David Beasley, the World Food 
Program’s executive director, said the Ukraine-
Russia area provides half the agency’s grains. The 
war, he said, “is going to have a dramatic impact”. 

WFP says 12.4 million people in conflict-ravaged 
Syria are also struggling with food insecurity. Before 
its civil war began in 2011, Syria produced enough 
wheat to feed its population but harvests then 
plunged and led to increased reliance on imports. 
The Damascus regime is a staunch ally of Moscow 
which backed it militarily during the war. — AFP 

Arabs fear for 
wheat supplies...


