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News in brief

Arab Parliament speaker 
hails Kuwait democracy

CAIRO: Arab Parliament Speaker Adel Al-
Asoomi on Friday hailed Kuwait’s democratic
development, which enhanced its regional and
international position. In a statement, Speaker
Al-Asoomi stated that these achievements came
because of the wise policy of the country’s lead-
ership, led by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Al-Asoomi congratu-
lated His Highness the Amir, His Highness the
Crown Prince and National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem on the 61st
Independence Day and the 31st Liberation Day,
wishing Kuwait, its leadership and its people
prosperity and security. —KUNA

US congratulates Kuwait on 
National, Liberation days

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken congratulated on Friday Kuwait on its
61st National Day anniversary and 31st
Liberation Day anniversary.”On behalf of the
government of the United States of America, it is
my distinct pleasure to extend to you and the
Kuwaiti people congratulations on the occasion
of your National and Liberation days, February
25 and 26, respectively,” Blinken said in a state-
ment. He affirmed “the United States holds our
relationship with Kuwait in the highest regard
and I am pleased that we have strengthened our
ties even more over the past year.”“It was a
pleasure to visit you in Kuwait last July and to
host you in Washington, D.C. last month for the
fifth round of our US-Kuwait Strategic
Dialogue,” he noted.” Thank you again for your
generous support during the evacuation of vul-
nerable individuals from Afghanistan, your sup-
port saved lives,” he added.” I look forward to
our continued cooperation to build prosperity,
peace and security in the region and around the
world as we enter our seventh decade of endur-
ing partnership,” he remarked.”I wish the people
of Kuwait best wishes and prosperity in the com-
ing year.” —KUNA

Kuwait oil price dips 
$3.90 to $96.05pb

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti oil price plummeted by
$3.90 to $96.05 per barrel (pb) on Friday, com-
pared with $99.95pb the day earlier, Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said yesterday. In
the world market, the Brent crude fell by $1.15 to
$97.93pb and West Texas Intermediate went
down by $1.22 to $91.59. —KUNA

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait has called for
international cooperation to secure fair distribu-
tion of vaccines against the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) to all states. Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi, the State of Kuwait Permanent
Representative at the United Nations, pledged
continuing and constructive efforts, in coordination
with partners, for contributing to the international
response to the pandemic.”

We are convinced that no one is safe from this
virus and the discussion today is held two years
after outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic that has
constituted the greatest challenge facing the world
since World War II,” said Ambassador Al-Otaibi,
addressing a senior-level session held by the UN
General Assembly on means of boosting compre-
hensive immunization against the virus worldwide.
The pandemic has taken some six million lives,
infected more than 400 million people throughout
the world, inflicted horrific damage and caused
massive repercussions in social, economic, health
and political sectors.

It is still widely spread, claiming many lives and

mutating into various clusters such as Delta and
Omicron renewing hazards of the virus and adding
to pressure on health systems in many states, the
Kuwaiti envoy said. Development of vaccines rap-
idly renewed hope for stemming its spread in a
better manner. However, the mechanism of distrib-
uting the vaccines to the states was unjust, widen-
ing the gap between advanced and developing
countries amid forecast expansion of poverty and
longer lasting effects of the pandemic. Ambassador
Al-Otaibi called coordinated efforts for interna-
tional response to the pandemic where it might
ensure just distribution of the vaccines and pave
the way for global immunization. He also urged the
international community to shoulder the humani-
tarian and ethical responsibility and aid the devel-
oping nations at this level.

At the national level, Kuwait has succeeded in
immunizing 85 percent of its population and there
has been increasing desire to get the booster jab, he
said, also indicating at start of a vaccination cam-
paign for children aged between five and 11. Abroad,
Kuwait has made generous financial contributions

to agencies tasked with combating the pandemic.
He reaffirmed the necessity of aiding all countries in
the fight against the communicable disease and
attain the objective set by the World Health
Organization; vaccinating 70 percent of the world’s
people by the middle of 2022. —AFP

Palestinian ministers 
in Gaza celebrate 
Kuwait National Days
GAZA: A ministerial team for the reconstruction of the
southern governorates in the Palestinian government cele-
brated yesterday Kuwait’s National Day and the 31st
Liberation Day anniversaries under the auspices of
Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh. The cere-
mony, which was held at Al-Azhar University in Gaza, was
attended by a number of governors of the southern gover-
norates, charitable organizations, Palestinian universities
academics, and representatives of those affected by the
Zionist entity’s war, and Palestinians with special needs.

Palestinian Minister of Public Works and Housing
Mohammad Ziara told KUNA they “are telegraphing on
behalf of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, Prime
Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh and the Palestinian people to
the State of Kuwait represented by His Highness Amir, His
Highness the Crown Prince and the Kuwaiti people, wishing
them the best regards on the occasion of the national holi-
days.”On another front in Ramallah, Al-Isra Specialized
Hospital in Tulkarm City, north of the West Bank, organized a
free-service day to citizens marking Kuwait’s national days.
Speaking to KUNA, Dr Wael Al-Saifi, hospital’s public rela-
tions official, said the free services covered all sections at the
hospital, in addition to some available medicine given to
patients. Since its establishment, the facility has been afford-
ing up to 90 percent of treatment offered to orphan children
and the poor, he added, noting that Kuwait has contributed
greatly to the founding of the hospital. The free-medical day
coinciding with marking Kuwait’s national days is a moral
gratitude to the State of Kuwait that adopts and backs the
Palestinian cause in international arenas and on all levels, he
pointed out.”We want to share Kuwait’s celebrations of its
national days,” he said.

Meanwhile, scientific center charitable society, a
Palestinian charitable society, held a ceremony, north-
west of Jerusalem (Al-Quds City), on Kuwait’s nation-
al days. —KUNA

Kuwait calls for global cooperation 
to secure fair vaccine distribution

Al-Otaibi pledges continuing and constructive efforts

NEW YORK: Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks at
the UN. —KUNA

Abdullah Al-Salem 
Center celebrates
National Days
KUWAIT: Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural
Center hosted festive activities on Friday evening
to mark Kuwait’s 61st National Day and the 31st
Liberation Day, including laser displays and park-
our performances. Kuwait parkour team, led by Ali
Al-Shatti, will continue offering its impressive
performances until February 28 in addition to the
laser displays which were much admired by the
public. —KUNA

KUWAIT: As Kuwait celebrates its National and Liberation Days, many people love to buy gold and silver pieces, as well as precious stones beautifully crafted
with the Kuwaiti flag colors and Kuwait’s official logo or map. During these national celebrations, jewelry stores compete to present different beautiful styles, cre-
ating mentally-valuable pieces that bring joy, while they are also a safe deposit for the future.  —KUNA

Kuwaitis buy flag-colored jewelry

KUWAIT: A vehicle caught fire on Salmi Road yesterday. Fire force personnel from Jahra Vocational station rushed to the spot and put out the fire. No injuries
were reported.


