
TOKYO: Japan will impose sanctions on Russia target-
ing semiconductor exports and financial institutions, 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said Friday after G7 lead-
ers agreed to punish Moscow economically for invading 
Ukraine. The announcement came after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin unleashed a full-scale ground 
invasion and air assault on Thursday. 

Kishida said the world’s third-largest economy 
planned “asset freezes and the suspension of visa 
issuance for Russian individuals and organizations” as 
well as asset freezes “targeting Russian financial institu-
tions”. “Thirdly, we will sanction exports to Russian mili-
tary-related organizations, and exports to Russia of gen-
eral-purpose goods such as semiconductors and items 
on a restricted list based on international agreements,” 

he told reporters. Kishida did not detail the scale of the 
sanctions or which individuals and institutions would be 
targeted, though local media said Bank Rossiya, 
Promsvyazbank and Russia’s economic development 
bank VEB would be hit. Semiconductors are essential 
components in products from cars to gaming consoles, 
and are in short supply worldwide. 

The United States has also announced export con-
trols on sensitive components that US President Joe 
Biden said will “cut off more than half of Russia’s high-
tech imports”. 

Japan is a key US ally and member of the Group of 
Seven, which held virtual talks overnight and agreed “to 
move forward on devastating packages of sanctions 
and other economic measures to hold Russia to 
account”, Biden said. On Wednesday, Tokyo announced 
a ban on the issuing and trade of Russian government 
bonds in Japan after Moscow ordered troops into two 
separatist-controlled Ukrainian regions. 

Russia’s ambassador to Tokyo said Friday that the 
“counterproductive measures” would meet with a 
“serious response” from Moscow, without offering 
details. “There will be a response from us; I suppose 

there will be a serious response from us,” Mikhail 
Galuzin told reporters, describing the sanctions as 
being fuelled by “really baseless pretexts.” Japan and 
Russia have complex relations and did not sign a peace 
treaty after World War II because of a lingering dispute 
over four islands claimed by Moscow in the closing 
days of the conflict. — AFP 
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LAGOS: What can be done to prevent 
Africa from becoming the world’s biggest 
dumping ground for plastic? That’s one of 
the big questions facing United Nations 
members next week at a stock-taking on 
Earth’s environmental woes. 

From Antananarivo to Dakar via Nairobi 
and Conakry, African cities are scarred by 
huge landfills where plastic waste is meas-
ured in the thousands of tons. The dumps 
are smelly and dangerous, releasing smoke 
and toxic particles. They are also a place 
where impoverished men, women and chil-
dren pick through the filth to find enough to 
survive. Blown by the wind or swept down-
stream in rivers, plastic waste pollutes the 
sea, forests and fields, threatening wildlife-
and eventually humans too, because micro-
scopic particles enter the food chain. 

“The plastic bags are real killers,” said 
Hama Abdoulaye, a shepherd living near 
Niamey, the capital of the Sahel state of 
Niger. “The animals swallow plastic when 
they graze on the grass, and die slowly.” 

The UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP), which hosts the three-day UN 
Environment Assembly opening in Nairobi 
on Monday, says plastic pollution in Africa is 
accelerating, driven in part by poor rubbish 
collection and lack of recycling facilities. 

The problem poses “a significant threat 
for the environment and the economies of 
the continent,” it said in a recent report. 
Some 300 million tons of plastic waste-the 
equivalent weight of the planet’s human 
population-are produced each year. But 
globally less than 10 percent is recycled, a 
figure that anecdotally is far smaller in 
Africa, although reliable statistics for the 
continent are rare. “If nothing is done in a 
few years, Africa will become a dustbin of 
plastic bags and waste,” said Ousmane 
Danbadji, head of an NGO called the Niger 
Network for Water and Sanitation.  

In 2018, China decided to ban the import 
of plastic waste, a move followed by other 
Asian countries such as the Philippines and 
Malaysia. This has raised fears of a knock-
on effect-that wealthy economies will 
increasingly turn to Africa to dispose of 
their plastic rubbish. Africa is already a 
long-established destination for other haz-

ardous products and materials such as bat-
teries or used electrical and electronic com-
ponents, particularly Ghana and Nigeria. 

“There is a great risk of seeing all the 
waste from industrialized countries dumped 
here in Africa,” said Yves Ikobo, head of a 
grassroots organization in DR Congo called 
Planete Verte RDC. 

 In Nairobi, African countries will try to 
reach a common position on banning the 
import of plastic waste into the continent, 
with a view to talks for an international 
agreement against plastic pollution. 

Since the beginning of the 2000s, most 
of the states of sub-Saharan Africa have 
gradually adopted legislation prohibiting 
production, import, marketing, use and stor-
age of plastic bags and packaging. 

But the laws are routinely flouted or 
poorly applied. In a letter to AFP, the 
Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) said it was “finalizing a 
draft regulation” on harmonizing national 
rules among its 15 members. 

However, member states “have not yet 
agreed... on a deadline for the import of 
plastics,” it admitted. 

“There is a lack of commitment from 
many states in Africa,” said John Gakwavu, 
head of a Rwandan environmental conser-
vation NGO. Danbadji, of Niger Network, 
agreed. “We can’t do anything against the 
proliferation (of plastic waste) because 
politicians are not really committed to the 
fight,” he said. 

 
Employment  

But the lack of commitment is not just a 
question of weak governance. It is also 
linked to the economic and social impact of 
the plastics sector, which is a big employer 
in several countries. “I don’t think African 
countries will take exactly the same posi-
tion” in Nairobi, said Nhlanhla Sibisi of 
Greenpeace Africa, based in Johannesburg. 
South Africa is a case in point. 

Around 65,000 people are employed in 
the synthetics material business in the conti-
nent’s biggest economy-a huge plus in a 
country where 65 percent of young people 
are unemployed-and the sector is a major tax 
contributor. South African Environment 

Minister Barbara Creecy recently warned 
that any international agreement must factor 
in “differentiated responsibilities and respec-
tive capabilities.” 

This formulation is routinely heard at UN 
climate conferences, when developing 
countries say they should not be asked to 
shoulder the same burden as rich ones. “It 
will be very difficult for our countries to 
unite in banning the entry of waste,” said 
Ikobo. “It is also, for them, a means of bring-
ing in finance, of capital. Hence the impor-
tance for us to continue to apply pressure 
so that we do not sacrifice the future of the 
continent.” 

Sorted imports  
But there are other voices who say that 

importing plastic waste is acceptable, pro-
vided conditions are met. Richard Kainika, 
secretary general of the Association of 
Kenyan Waste Recyclers, said he had “no 
problem” so long as the waste was “well 
sorted and classified.” “Recycling supports 
job creation and also conserves the environ-
ment,” he said. 

Meanwhile, grassroots work on the envi-
ronment-something that was absent for so 
long in Africa-is picking up. In some loca-
tions, citizens are working to pick up plastic 
in the streets and on the beaches, and some 

cautious projects in recycling have started 
up. Bright stars include Libreville and 
Abidjan where, thanks to a collaboration 
with UNESCO and a Colombian company, a 
factory for recycling plastic into bricks 
opened in 2020 with a view to building hun-
dreds of schools in Ivory Coast. 

By themselves, these initiatives will not 
solve the far bigger problem of massive 
and reckless dumping of plastic. But they 
do sow the seeds of awareness, which in 
turn leads to pressure on governments to 
act. Could they be the first small steps 
that save the continent from drowning in 
plastic? — AFP 

Africa faces herculean job not to  
become world’s plastic ‘dustbin’

UN members to take stock on Earth’s environmental woes

LAGOS: In this file photo, a woman pushes a sack containing recycled plastic bottles past an area where plastic waste is being used 
to reclaim a swamp so that the land can be developed for housing in the Mosafejo area of Lagos. — AFP

DALLAS: In this file, an American Airlines Boeing 737 at Dallas/Fort Worth 
International airport in Dallas, Texas. — AFP

TOKYO: Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
speaks during a press conference at the prime min-
ister’s official residence in Tokyo. — AFP

Aircraft lead boom in big-ticket US manufacturing goods

GENEVA: WTO chief Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala 
warned Friday about the “economic impacts” of the 
war in Ukraine, a major wheat exporter, which will 
hurt consumers around the world. 

“There’s going to be a big impact with respect to 
wheat prices and prices of bread for ordinary peo-
ple as well,” she said at a virtual event with IMF 
chief Kristalina Georgieva. Ngozi noted that Ukraine 
“is one of the largest wheat exporters of the world.” 

Georgieva echoed her previous warnings about 
the “significant economic risk” of the conflict for the 
global recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, say-
ing “the impact is going to go beyond Ukraine.” 

She highlighted the added pressure on inflation 
which is likely to accelerate amid rising prices for 
energy and wheat. Oil prices on Thursday briefly 
topped $100 for the first time since 2014. 

The United States and Europe slapped sanctions 
on Moscow, targeting the financial sector but largely 
sparing the oil and agriculture sectors for now in an 
effort to mitigate the impact on their own people. 

The sanctions “add to the economic impact of 
this crisis, and will transmit primarily through energy 
prices, as well as grain prices, adding to what has 
been a growing concern of inflation and how it can 
be countered,” the IMF chief said. The conflict adds 
to the “high uncertainty” about the global economy 
that also is reflected in financial markets, and under-
mines confidence in other emerging markets causing 
an exodus of capital at a time when those countries 
need more funding. 

“We see outflows from emerging markets when 
we need exactly the opposite,” she said. 

Georgieva, who is Bulgarian, said she had a per-
sonal connection to the crisis, as her brother is mar-
ried to a Ukrainian and they are in a city near the 
border with Russia. “I know right now it’s so difficult 
to see a pathway to peace, but peace must be pur-
sued and we must find a way to bring that peace 
that people are so desperate for.” — AFP 
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TRIPOLI: Five Western nations urged 
Libyans on Friday not to drag the National 
Oil Corporation into political disputes that 
could threaten the country’s fragile peace. 

The statement came with the NOC’s 
chief and the interim oil minister in a 
standoff. “All actors” should “respect the 
unity, integrity, and independence” of the 
NOC, said the statement from the French, 
British, German, Italian and US embassies. 

They also warned against “acts that 
undermine” the firm or “may pose a threat 
to the peace, security and stability” of the 
North African country. 

The NOC is vital to the economy of a 
country sitting on Africa’s biggest oil 
reserves, and is one of the few institutions 

to have stayed in one piece despite a 
decade of violence that for several years 
left Libya with two governments. Unlike 
many other Libyan state bodies, the NOC 
has also largely managed to remain neutral 
in the face of political wrangling. 

The statement did not directly accuse 
anyone of trying to politicize the firm, but 
it came after months of tensions between 
NOC head Mustafa Sanalla and 
Mohammed Aoun, oil minister in the coun-
try’s interim government. Aoun, whose 
position did not exist until interim Prime 
Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah was 
appointed last year, has on several occa-
sions attempted to have Sanalla removed 
from his post. — AFP 

West urges Libyans to keep 
oil firm out of politics

BRUSSELS: The European Central 
Bank is ready to support price and 
financial stability in the eurozone if 
needed during the Russia-Ukraine cri-
sis, its chief Christine Lagarde said 
Friday. “The ECB stands ready to take 
whatever action is necessary within its 
responsibilities to ensure price stability 
and financial stability in the euro area,” 
Lagarde told reporters in Paris after 
meetings with finance ministers from the 
whole EU and the 19-nation single cur-
rency bloc. The central bank had been 
weighing a response to surging inflation 
that could include a reduction in its 
massive easy-money policies intro-

duced before and during the coron-
avirus pandemic, including ultra-low 
interest rates and bond-buying. 

But Russia’s attack on its neighbor 
has shaken economic confidence, 
throwing growth into doubt while also 
driving up prices for energy resources 
like gas and oil-with uncertain conse-
quences for inflation. 

“It is premature to assess the eco-
nomic impact of the current conflict 
because the situation is evolving every 
hour,” Lagarde said. “We will evaluate 
the impact of rising energy prices which 
are likely in the short term to increase 
inflation,” she added. — AFP 

ECB ‘ready to act’ if needed 
in Russia-Ukraine crisis

WASHINGTON: US manufactured goods 
orders increased far more than expected in 
January, according to government data 
released Friday, driven by a big increase in 
aircraft sales. 

The Commerce Department reported 
durable goods sales rose 1.6 percent last 
month, while December’s 0.9 percent slump in 
sales was revised sharply upwards to show a 
1.2 percent gain. Much of the increase was led 
by transportation equipment where orders 
rose 3.4 percent overall, with sales of nonde-
fense aircraft such as Boeing’s jets increasing 
15.6 percent. “Solid goods demand and plenty 
of backorders will keep manufacturing on a 
very healthy course even as spending tilts in 
favor of in-person services,” Oren Klachkin of 

Oxford Economics said. 
“And we should see better supply-side 

news as shipping bottlenecks slowly clear, 
input shortages diminish, and Americans 
return to the job market,” though he warned 
the war in Ukraine could stress supply chains 
anew. Excluding transportation, overall orders 
rose 0.7 percent, slightly weaker than 
December’s growth. However, sales of motor 
vehicles and parts dropped 0.4 percent last 
month after rising in December, as assembly 
lines continue to grapple with shortages of 
semiconductors crucial to making vehicles. 

Defense aircraft and parts fell 41.1 percent, 
while communication equipment sales 
decreased 6.6 percent. Machinery orders rose 
2.3 percent, and computers and related prod-

ucts climbed 2.2 percent, according to the data.  
Americans saw their incomes climb slightly 

in the first month of 2022, but the gain was 
overtaken by rising prices, which increased at 
their fastest rate in 40 years, according to 
government data released Friday. Rising ener-
gy prices continue to be a key factor driving 
inflation and global oil prices have been mov-
ing steadily higher in recent days following 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which could dis-
rupt supply. The end of the monthly Child Tax 
Credit payments provided to American fami-
lies during the pandemic was expected to 
result in lower personal income in January, but 
instead incomes rose $9 billion, or less than 
0.1 percent, the Commerce Department 
reported. — AFP 


