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Models present creations during the Versace Women Fall/Winter 2022-2023 collection as part of the Milan Fashion Week. —AFP photos

From left, US film producer Dylan Clark, British actor Andy Serkis, British actor
Robert Pattinson, US actress Zoe Kravitz, US actor Paul Dano, US actor Jeffrey
Wright and US film director Matt Reeves pose on the red carpet upon arrival for a
special screening for the movie “The Batman” at the BFI IMAX, in London. 

British actor Robert Pattinson (left) and US actress Zoe Kravitz pose on the
red carpet upon arrival for a special screening for the movie “The Batman”.

—AFP photos

Robert Pattinson had never been interested in
playing a superhero-until Ben Affleck quit his
role as Batman, leaving the famous cape

unexpectedly up for grabs. Having spent the past
decade mainly working on critically acclaimed art-
house movies, former “Twilight” actor Pattinson
requested a meeting with the filmmakers entrusted
by Warner Bros. to revitalize the beloved franchise.
“He sought me out... and somewhere in that meet-
ing, he brought up Batman,” producer Dylan Clark
told AFP.

Although Pattinson, now 35, appeared to feel “a
little bit suspiciously” about fronting a “giant big
studio movie” again, he was “genuinely interested in
the character of Batman and Bruce Wayne,” said
Clark. “And he has that jawline, so that was very
helpful!” added Clark. The result is “The Batman,”
out in US theaters on March 4, starring Pattinson
and directed by Clark’s “Dawn of the Planet of the
Apes” collaborator Matt Reeves.

It finds Bruce Wayne in only his second year as
Batman, when his nocturnal detective work has not
yet earned him the trust of Gotham’s police or pub-

lic. Pattinson’s vigilante is still figuring out his tactics
and his motivations for stalking the dystopian city’s
criminals, and his famous villain-busting gadgets are
still rough prototypes.

Even compared to Christopher Nolan’s gritty
trilogy starring Christian Bale, “The Batman” is
notable for its macabre, nourish tone. Batman him-
self cuts a forlorn, almost depressive figure, partially
inspired by Nirvana frontman Kurt Cobain, whose
music also features prominently in the soundtrack.
Pattinson, fresh from a supporting role in Nolan’s
mega-budget sci-fi film “Tenet,” “wanted to play a
part that was physical,” recalled Clark. “What he
didn’t know was that Matt’s script was going to take
that character on an emotional-physical ride, and
that he was going to really have to put himself
through the wringer.”

‘Disgruntled’ 
This Batman, Clark added, “is a dark hero and he

can sometimes come across as an antihero.
Vengeance definitely fuels his drive.” The film finds
Batman on the heels of the Riddler (Paul Dano) — a

serial killer in the sinister style of the real-life
Zodiac Killer, or the recent Netflix true-crime series
“Mindhunter.”

The Riddler claims to be impelled by a sense of
justice against Gotham’s corrupt elite, and his
crimes-broadcast on social media-attract a cult-like
following among the city’s disaffected and disen-
franchised. “Matt wrote this script two years before
we went into production (in 2020). I think it was
just looking at our world and our landscape and the
things that were going on,” said Clark.

“The best part about Gotham is it’s a mirror to
our societies. And I think it was a representation of
these people that are feeling on the fringes, and
they’re disgruntled.” While Clark insists “we’re cer-
tainly not trying to be political” or “sensational,” the
movie carries the message that “the world needs
faith in their elected officials.”

‘Terrifying’ 
Pattinson takes over the role from Affleck, whose

appearances as Batman in two DC Comics-based
ensemble superhero movies-”Batman v Superman:

Dawn of Justice” and “Justice League”-were poorly
received by fans. Affleck had written, and was also
due to direct, a standalone Batman movie, but ulti-
mately withdrew entirely from the franchise at a tur-
bulent time in his personal life, including renewed
struggles with alcoholism and his divorce from
Jennifer Garner. “We had come in at a time of tran-
sition,” said Clark.

“DC had to have some transition. And Ben, I
think, was looking at his life, and reflected on
where he wanted to be, and made that decision on
his own.” Recasting Batman allowed the filmmak-
ers to attempt a “fresh new take” on a franchise
that has existed in some form for eight decades.
“Matt’s idea was ‘Let’s try to introduce this new
Batman in a place where we have never seen
before,’” said Clark.

“It’s the most exciting proposition but it’s also
one of the most terrifying,” he added. “You have to
set out with great ambition, because the title, the
character, the history is so large. “The demand is,
‘You’d better try to make a great Batman or we’re
going to hate you.’”—AFP

Pattinson suits up for macabre new ‘BATMAN’

London’s Royal 
Opera cancels 
Bolshoi Ballet

London’s Royal Opera House said on Friday
it was cancelling a season of performanc-
es by Moscow’s famed Bolshoi Ballet amid

the Russian invasion of Ukraine. “A summer sea-
son of the Bolshoi Ballet at the Royal Opera
House had been in the final stages of planning,”
it said in a statement.

“Unfortunately, under the current circum-
stances, the season cannot now go ahead,” the
opera house said, becoming the latest Western
institution to cancel its collaboration with
Russia. In Germany, acclaimed Russian con-
ductor Valery Gergiev has been told to speak
out against President Vladimir Putin’s invasion
of Ukraine or risk losing his job as chief con-
ductor of the Munich Philharmonic. Even the
Eurovision Song Contest has said that no
Russians will be permitted to take part in this
year’s contest following the invasion of
Ukraine. —AFP 

Sean Penn visits Ukraine 
to make documentary 
on Russian invasion

US actor and director Sean
Penn is in Kyiv making a
documentary about

Russia’s invasion, the Ukrainian
president’s office said
Thursday.The double Oscar-win-
ner was photographed attending
a government press conference in
Kyiv, and could be seen meeting
with Volodymyr Zelensky in a
video posted to the Ukrainian
president’s official Instagram
account. “The director came to
Kyiv specifically to record all the
events taking place in Ukraine and
as a documentary filmmaker to tell
the world the truth about Russia’s
invasion of our country,” said a
post in Ukrainian on the presiden-
tial office’s Facebook page.

“Today, Sean Penn is among
those who support Ukraine while
being in Ukraine. Our country is
grateful to him for such a display
of courage and honesty.” The post
added that “Penn demonstrates
the kind of courage that many
others, including Western politi-
cians, lack.” Penn, who previously
visited Ukraine and met with mili-
tary staff in November, spoke
with journalists and soldiers and
“saw how we defend our coun-
try,” the president’s office said.

The 61-year-old star of “Milk”
and “Mystic River” is making a
documentary for Vice Studios,
according to NBC News. Neither
Vice nor Penn’s representatives
immediately responded to AFP’s
requests for comment. His latest
visit comes as invading Russian
forces pressed deep into Ukraine,
with battles raging on the out-
skirts of Kyiv, and missiles and
shells raining down on multiple
Ukrainian cities.

Penn has previously attracted
controversy as a result of his for-
ay into politics and current
affairs, especially after he and
Mexican-American actress Kate
del Castillo interviewed Mexican
drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo”
Guzman while he was on the run.
In 2018, Penn was reported to be
in Turkey making an as-yet-
unreleased documentary about
the murder of Saudi journalist
Jamal Khashoggi in the king-
dom’s consulate. —AFP

Sidewalk is new catwalk outside Milan fashion shows

Acry goes up from the crowd, a
sea of craning necks and sud-
denly hundreds of cellphones

go up in the air clicking photos. An
influencer has just arrived at a fashion
show. This is the scene that has played
out day after day at Milan Fashion
Week, where live shows began
Wednesday, all accompanied by
crowds of fashion hopefuls, fans and
photographers hoping to capture a
perfect Instagram shot of their
favorite influencer. At Versace on
Friday night, hundreds of fans crushed
against a barrier to catch a glimpse of
someone-anyone-photo-worthy to lat-
er post on social media. Every few
minutes, dozens of fans would dash to
another area of the barricade at the
sound of a vehicle. “We just saw a
black car come in, but we saw noth-
ing,” said Riccardo Capobianco, 24, in

the crowd with his friend Irina. “We
have no idea what’s happening.” Ditto
with Sarah Pilot, 22, an American stu-
dent surrounded by her girlfriends.
“We’re kind of laughing at ourselves
watching,” she admitted sheepishly. A
scream went up in the crowd, but cut
off quickly, as a new group of people
entering the show came into view. “Are
those just average people with tick-
ets?” one of the girls asked.

Nobody becomes somebody 
Outside Prada, Gucci, Moschino,

Max Mara and more, the sidewalk is
the new catwalk for fashion
wannabes, the Instagram stars they
worship and photographers from all
across the globe-mostly freelancers
or amateurs-who capture it all. But
who are these people, this reporter
asked, as the umpteenth preening

starlet flipped her hair, pursed her
lips and jutted out a hip for anyone
who pulled out a camera. “They’re all
Instagram fashionistas,” explained
London photographer Ash Mahmood,
26, outside Max Mara. “They’re
nobody turned into somebody. That’s
how it works.” The amateur photog-
raphers hope their subjects-with their
thousands even millions of followers-
will repost their photos, gaining
exposure.

But the exercise isn’t even about
fashion, or beauty for that matter, but
recognisability, they acknowledged. “A
photo of just anyone isn’t worth any-
thing,” said Marco Tadini, 60, one of
the sidewalk’s professionals. “You can
be gorgeous but it doesn’t count a bit”.
Two American fashion students looking
bemused at Fendi said it was their first
time outside a show.

New Yorker Taylor May, 20, said
she was used to seeing “a lot of weird
fashion” back at home so was curious
to see what was on display in Milan-
namely neon colors and maxi skirts. So
far the pair hadn’t recognized anyone
entering the fashion show. “We’re lost
but we can see who’s getting their pic-
ture taken,” said her friend Kia
Patterson, 21, from Missouri. That
didn’t mean all the fashion was good,
May cautioned. “One of the outfits, I
was like ‘Nooooo’....” she said. Back
outside Versace, the squeals from the
fans and the mad rushes at the barri-
cades to catch a glimpse of arriving
guests were starting to get old for Sara
Pelizzoli, 22, and her friend Paola
Cecinati, 21. “They’re a little fanatic,
they could calm down a little bit,”
Pelizzoli said. Milan Fashion Week
wraps up tomorrow. —AFP


