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Inter draw at
Genoa to let
Milan off hook
MILANL: Inter Milan failed to capitalize on AC
Milan’s home draw against Udinese on Friday
with a goalless draw at Genoa which allowed
their  local  r ivals  to stay top of  Ser ie  A.
Champions Inter would have moved level on 57
points with Milan had they won at relegation
strugglers Genoa but could not make the most
of long spells of dominance at the Stadio Luigi
Ferraris and stay two points off the lead.

Napoli can now reclaim the summit on goal
difference with a win at Champions League-
chasing Lazio on Sunday night before they host
Milan next weekend. Champions Inter have a
game in hand on the two contenders to their
title but have failed to win in their last four
league matches in a mini-slump which has also
seen them al l-but  e l iminated from the
Champions League by Liverpool. “Regardless of
what Milan did, today was two points lost,”
Inter’s Danilo D’Ambrosio told DAZN.

The Milan giants will face off in the first leg
of their Italian Cup semi-final on Tuesday while
Napoli will have a whole week to prepare for

another huge match after falling to a sobering
Europa League defeat by Barcelona. Inter had
enough chances to take the points on Friday but
again couldn’t find the finishing touch - a com-
mon thread in  a  worrying run of  form for
Simone Inzaghi’s side - despite having 21 shots
against a spirited Genoa team backed by a pas-
sionate home following.

“When you have a lot of chances you have to
put the ball in the goal,” added D’Ambrosio. “But
it’s a team game, it’s not just a problem with the
forwards because defenders and wingers had
chances to score too. We need to be more clini-
cal regardless of what position we play.”

They came closest when D’Ambrosio headed
Hakan Calhanoglu’s 62nd-minute corner off the
bar, one of a host of opportunities on a breath-
less night in which Calhanoglu and Edin Dzeko,
among others, were off target. Leo Ostigard
was immense at the back for Genoa, who stay in
the bottom three on 17 points after their fifth
straight draw, four away from Venezia who sit
just outside the relegation zone.

Milan’s handball anger
Stefano Pioli could not believe that Destiny

Udogie’s leveler was allowed to stand and earn
Udinese their 1-1 draw at Milan. Udogie said
himself after the game that his muted celebra-
tion at scoring his first goal as a professional
footballer at the San Siro of all places was

because he “wasn’t sure” whether he had han-
dled. And Pioli vented his frustration at the
decision after footage appeared to show the
Italy Under-21 international touching the ball in
with his arm.

“That equalizer should have been disal-
lowed, Udogie clearly touches the ball with his
arm,” he said to DAZN. “We didn’t play partic-
ularly well but VAR should have seen it, it’s a
clear error. “It’s not the first time that we’ve
been penalized (by a refereeing decision).
Maybe Udinese would have equalized later, but
this isn’t OK.” —AFP

Spurs crush Leeds
to keep top-four
hopes alive
LEEDS: Tottenham hammered Leeds 4-0 yesterday
to put a smile back on the face of Antonio Conte
and plunge Marcelo Bielsa’s team deeper into trou-
ble towards the foot of the Premier League. The
visitors, who had lost four of their previous five
league matches, were 3-0 up at half-time after
goals from Matt Doherty, new recruit Dejan
Kulusevski and Harry Kane. A late strike from Son
Heung-min following a pinpoint pass from Kane
completed the rout at Elland Road. The win lifts
Tottenham to seventh in the Premier League, four
points behind fourth-placed Manchester United
with a game in hand as they bid to qualify for next
season’s Champions League.

It also brightened the mood of Spurs boss Conte,
who insisted on Friday he was committed to his job
after comments following their midweek loss at
Burnley had cast doubt on his future at the club.
Leeds enjoyed the bulk of possession in the first
half and had an early chance to take the lead but
Pascal Struijk’s header flew just wide. Spurs took
the lead in the 10th minute with a breakaway goal.

Harry Winks set Ryan Sessegnon free on the left
and his center was perfect for Doherty to arrive at
the far post and slam home. Five minutes later it was
2-0. Kulusevski did not appear to pose a danger
when he had a ball by the corner flag but he wrig-
gled free, exchanged passes with Doherty and beat
Illan Meslier at his near post.

The home side went agonizingly close when
defender Robin Koch hit the post with a left footed
shot from the center of the box. But Spurs, looking
sharp on the break, were 3-0 up in the 27th when
Kane passed the ball into the net from a tight angle
following a delightful ball over the top from Pierre-
Emile Hojbjerg.

Kane and Son
Tottenham were again more dangerous side after

the break and went close to extending their lead on
multiple occasions. Leeds should have pulled one
back with about 15 minutes to go when Hugo Lloris
flew out of his goal but fluffed his clearance. Stuart
Dallas dribbled towards an open goal but took far
too long and his eventual shot was blocked.

Son made it 4-0 in the 85th minute, finishing
smartly after a pin-point pass from Kane. It meant
Kane and Son have combined for a Premier League
goal for the 37th time, overtaking Chelsea’s Didier
Drogba and Frank Lampard as the pair who have
assisted one another for the most goals in the com-
petition’s history. —AFP

LONDON: Jurgen Klopp wants Liverpool to take
a step towards immortality when they target the
first trophy in their historic quadruple bid in
today’s League Cup final against Chelsea. Klopp’s
side are chasing silverware in all four major com-
petitions after closing the gap on Premier League
leaders Manchester City to three points. The Reds
have made it to their first domestic cup final since
2016, are on course for the Champions League
quarterfinals after a last 16 first leg win at Inter
Milan and host Norwich in the FA Cup fifth round
on Wednesday.

Klopp has already delivered Champions League
glory in 2019 and a long-awaited Premier League
title in 2020, but the German knows only sustained
success will see his group ranked alongside the
club’s 1970s and 1980s legends. “We all know that
in the moment the people are really happy,” Klopp
said. “But in 20 years if you want to talk about this
team, I would not be surprised if people would
then say if we don’t win anything anymore, ‘Yeah
they were good, but they should have won more’.

“That’s why we should try now to win a few
things. And the next chance, the best chance we
have this weekend, is against Chelsea when it’s

really tricky.” Liverpool captain Jordan Henderson
believes victory at Wembley would be the perfect
springboard for even greater success in the final
weeks of the season. No English club has ever won
the top four trophies available in a single campaign
and Henderson said: “It is a big moment. To get a
trophy so early on in the season can give the
squad a big boost.”

Henderson is the only survivor from Liverpool’s
last domestic final victory in 2012 when he helped
his team beat Cardiff on penalties to clinch the
League Cup. “We want to use it as a platform to
give us a big confidence boost going towards the
business end of the season,” he added.

‘No hard feelings’
Liverpool forward Roberto Firmino has been

ruled out after missing the last two games with a
groin injury, but Diogo Jota could feature follow-
ing ankle ligament damage. Chelsea boss Thomas
Tuchel’s biggest decision once again involves
Romelu Lukaku after he dropped the troubled
Belgian striker for the midweek Champions League
win against Lille.

Lukaku has scored just 10 goals since his club

record £97 million ($131 million) move from Inter
Milan last year and expressed unhappiness with
the way he was being used by Tuchel earlier this
season. The 28-year-old had only seven touches in
his most recent appearance against Crystal Palace,
the lowest by a Premier League player since 2003-
04, with Kai Havertz scoring in an impressive dis-
play as his replacement against Lille.

Publicly at least, Tuchel is putting Lukaku’s
recent struggles down to mental and physical
tiredness. “He is an important player, there is a lot
of focus on him, but if you allow yourself to zoom
out a little bit you can see he played a lot of
matches from the start for us,” Tuchel said. “Once
you play for Chelsea you accept the team goes
first. That’s why there are no hard feelings. We can
only achieve our goals together.” Tuchel could
start England right-back Reece James, who has
been sidelined since December with a hamstring
injury, and is debating whether Edouard Mendy or
Kepa Arrizabalaga will feature in goal.

“Kepa did fantastic in the period where we had
to be without Edou. I cannot get sentimental about
it. I have to do what is best for the team,” Tuchel
said. Chelsea have proved masters of cup competi-

tions since Tuchel took charge in January 2021,
winning last season’s Champions League, while
lifting the Club World Cup and European Super
Cup this term. The Blues will be eyeing their first
League Cup silverware since 2015, having lost the
2019 final to Manchester City. —AFP

Klopp urges Liverpool to seize their
chance in Cup final against Chelsea

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s German manager Jurgen
Klopp reacts during an English Premier League match
between Liverpool and Leeds at Anfield stadium on
Feb 23, 2022. —AFP

GENOA: Genoa’s Norwegian defender Leo Ostigard
(left) jumps for the ball with Inter Milan’s Italian
defender Danilo D’Ambrosio during their Serie A
match at the Luigi Ferraris Stadium on Friday. —AFP

Lahore target
Multan for
elusive PSL title
LAHORE: Lahore Qalandars seek the elusive
Pakistan Super League title as they take on in-
form defending champions Multan Sultans in the
final in Lahore today. The Shaheen Shah Afridi-led
Qalandars are the only team in the six-team league
who have not won the competition title since the
Twenty20 league started in 2016. They lost to
Karachi Kings in the only final they played in 2020.

But the task for Qalandars is tough as they face
a rampaging Sultan side that won nine of their ten
first round matches. Qalandars were the only side
to beat them in the first round but Sultans avenged
that defeat by trouncing them in the qualifiers by
28 runs on Wednesday. Shaheen, whose side
edged out Islamabad United by six runs in a last-
over thriller in the second eliminator on Friday,
vowed his team will not settle for anything less
than winning the trophy.

“After Friday night’s incredible win we want to
settle for nothing but the PSL trophy,” said
Shaheen. Sultans are led inspirationally by
Mohammad Rizwan, declared Twenty20 interna-
tional player of the 2021 by the International
Cricket Council last month. Rizwan hoped his team
can repeat their last year’s triumph in the final held
in Abu Dhabi.

“It has been an amazing tournament for us and
I, as captain, could not have asked more from my
players,” said Rizwan. Both the teams are power-
packed in batt ing as well  as in bowling.
Qalandars have Fakhar Zaman as opener who has
so far scored a league record of 585 at a strike
rate of 154.35. Rizwan is Sultan’s top run-getter
with 532 runs while his opening partner Shan
Masood has 459.

Sultans also have power hitters in Western
Australian Tim David and former South African
Rilee Rossouw. Their attack has Lahore born for-
mer South African Imran Tahir, Shahnawaz Dahani
and Khushdil Shah who all have 16 wickets in the
tournament. Shaheen is the spearhead of
Qalandars’ attack with 17 wickets while newcomer
slinger Zaman Khan (16) and Pakistan international
Haris Rauf has 15 wickets.

Qalandars tried valiantly to bring in their ace
Afghan spinner Rashid Khan from Bangladesh in a
chartered flight to play on Sunday, but gave up as
logistics were a big problem. Kings and Quetta
Gladiators - both former champions - bowed out in
the first round in this edition. —AFP

LAHORE: Lahore Qalandars’ Phil Salt (left) runs out
Islamabad United Liam Dawson (right) during the
Pakistan Super League (PSL) Twenty20 eliminator 2
cricket match at the Gaddafi Cricket Stadium on
Friday. —AFP


