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Nadal beats Medvedev
again to reach
Acapulco ATP final
ACAPULCO: Rafael Nadal beat Daniil Medvedev 6-
3, 6-3 on Friday to reach the final of the ATP Mexico
Open and insure the Russian will not celebrate his
rise to number one with the Acapulco trophy.
Medvedev was unable to avenge his loss to Nadal in
the Australian Open final, where the Spaniard rallied
from two sets down to triumph in five and claim a
record-setting 21st Grand Slam singles title.

But the 26-year-old Russian departs Mexico
knowing he’ll move to number one in the world on
Monday. He was assured of reaching the summit
when Serbian star Novak Djokovic fell in the quar-
ter-finals at Dubai on Thursday. Nadal pushed his
perfect 2022 record to 14-0, but it wasn’t as simple
as the scoreline might suggest.

He powered through the first set without facing a
break point and broke Medvedev in the opening game
of the second. But the 35-year-old world number five
found himself in trouble in the fourth game, fighting off
four break points to preserve his advantage.
Medvedev pushed him again in a marathon sixth game
but failed to convert any of his seven break chances.

“I played some amazing points on the break
points,” said Nadal, who used everything in his arse-
nal to fend off Medvedev - from his classic powerful
forehands to aggressive forays to the net. The second
set was very emotional,” Nadal said. “Daniil was
playing very aggressive - drop shots, winners. It was
a very difficult set. I feel lucky to win that set,
because he had a lot of chances.” Serving to extend
the match at 5-3, Medvedev took a 40-0 lead before
a spate of errors, including his seventh double fault of
the contest, gave Nadal an opening and allowed him
to wrap it up on his second match point. In the final,
Nadal was to face Cameron Norrie, who pushed his
winning streak to eight straight matches with a 6-4,
6-4 victory over Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece.

Britain’s 12th-ranked Norrie, who lifted the trophy
at Delray Beach last week, broke in the ninth game of
each set and calmly served them out. Tsitsipas, who
reached the Rotterdam final earlier this month, had
not dropped a set all week until he ran into the in-
form Briton - who faced just one break point in the
match. Nadal has won all three of his career meet-
ings with Norrie - at the Australian Open, Barcelona
and Roland Garros in 2021. —AFP

ACAPULCO: Spain’s Rafael Nadal celebrates after
defeating Russia’s Daniil Medvedev during their
Mexico ATP Open 500 men’s singles semifinal at the
Arena GNP on Friday. —AFP

PARIS: Russia’s invasion of Ukraine result-
ed in serious sporting consequences as
UEFA stripped Saint-Petersburg of hosting
the Champions League final and Formula
One cancelled the Russian Grand Prix. The
conflict entered a second day after Russian
President Vladimir Putin defied Western
warnings to unleash a full-scale invasion
that has claimed dozens of lives and dis-
placed at least 100,000 people.

However, after sports bodies had spent
Thursday condemning the invasion, on
Friday some transformed their words into
actions. UEFA were first off the blocks
awarding Paris the Champions League final
on May 28 - to be played at the Stade
France - at the expense of Saint
Petersburg’s Gazprom Arena. The Russian
government responded by calling the deci-
sion by UEFA “a shame”.

UEFA made no reference to its relation-
ship with Gazprom, the Russian state ener-
gy giant that is a key sponsor of European
football’s governing body. UEFA also
announced that Russian and Ukrainian
clubs and national teams competing in
international competitions must play home
matches at neutral venues “until further
notice”. Spartak Moscow, in the Europa

League, are the only club from either Russia
or Ukraine still involved in European com-
petition this season. 

A few hours later, Formula One
announced the Russian Grand Prix, sched-
uled for Sept 25, had been cancelled.
Pressure had grown on the organizers after
reigning champion Max Verstappen and
four-time champion Sebastian Vettel said
they would not go to Sochi. The Black Sea
resort was due to host the race for the last
time before it heads to Saint Petersburg
next year. The invasion could also cost the
Haas team dearly as Dmitry Mazepin, the
father of their Russian driver Nikita, is the
non-executive director of their title sponsor
Uralkali and close ally of Putin. 

The American team had decided not to
sport the Russian colors of their sponsor in
testing in Barcelona on Friday. Team princi-
pal Guenther Steiner, who maintained that
the team was “financially OK”, said a deci-
sion would be announced next week on the
future of Haas’s long-term collaboration
with Uralkali. Steiner acknowledged that 22-
year-old Mazepin’s career with the team
“must be resolved” but said “it’s not all up to
us”. “There are governments involved and I
have no power over that,” said Steiner.

‘It is a horror’
The International Olympic Committee

also demanded action. Angered by the
breach of the “Olympic Truce” they
urged all international federations to can-
cel any events they had coming up in
Russia and Belarus. “The IOC EB (execu-
tive board) today urges all international
sports federations to relocate or cancel
their sports events currently planned in
Russia or Belarus,” read the IOC state-
ment. “They should take the breach of the
Olympic Truce by the Russian and
Belarusian governments into account and
give the safety and security of the ath-
letes absolute priority.”

The IOC - who were joined by the
International Paralympic Committee (IPC)
in condemning the invasion - also said on
Friday the respective national flags of
Russia and Belarus should not be flown at
sports events. The IOC pointed out that all
193 UN member states had agreed last
December to a global truce beginning sev-
en days before the start of the Winter
Olympics in Beijing on February 4 and
ending seven days after the closing of the
Paralympic Games on March 13.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian athletes plying

their trades abroad, also felt the impact.
Goalkeeper Andriy Lunin, who plays for
Spanish football giants Real Madrid, was
said by head coach Carlo Ancelotti to be
“down in the dumps as he is anxious with
his mother and friends living in Kyiv”.
Ancelotti said they would do all they
could to lift the 23-year-old’s spirits. “My
grandfather experienced World War I, my
father lived through World War II, and
they told me lots of stories about them,”
said Ancelotti on Friday. “It (war) is a hor-
ror, full stop.”

His comments will have resonated with
Russia tennis world number seven Andrey
Rublev, who made his views clear after
reaching the Dubai ATP final. The Russian
No. 2 seed signed the camera lens on
court with the message, “No war please.”
Russian NHL ice hockey star Alex
Ovechkin pleaded for peace: “Please no
more war ... we must live in peace,” he
said after training in Philadelphia. His
compatriot Pavel Sivakov, who rides for
the elite Ineos cycling team, echoed
Ovechkin’s sentiments: “I am total ly
against the war. The majority of Russians
only want peace and never asked for this
to happen.”  —AFP

ZAGREB: Dinamo Zagreb supporters hold a banner in support of Ukraine during the UEFA Europa League football second leg match between Dinamo Zagreb and Sevilla FC at the Maksimir stadium on Feb 24, 2022. —AFP

Russia counts sporting cost of invasion

Harden shines in
debut, Clippers
edge Lakers
LOS ANGELES: James Harden did not disappoint in
his highly anticipated debut with the Philadelphia
76ers, scoring 27 points and handing out 12 assists in
the Sixers’ 133-102 rout of the NBA’s Minnesota
Timberwolves on Friday. Harden, the league’s 2018
Most Valuable Player, was playing his first game with
his new team since arriving in Philadelphia from the
Brooklyn Nets in a blockbuster trade for Ben Simmons
at the trade deadline on February 10.

Recently sidelined by a hamstring injury, Harden
made up for lost time with an impressive offensive dis-
play that included a trademark step-back three-point-
er late in the first half on which he drew a foul from
Minnesota’s Jarred Vanderbilt and converted the free
throw to complete the four-point play. He converted
another four-point play in the fourth quarter to push
the Sixers’ lead to 24 points, getting a hug from new
teammate Joel Embiid.

Even before the contest, Embiid had plenty of good
things to say about Philadelphia’s prized acquisition.
“He’s a great person, a great personality,” Embiid said.
“Always smiling. Fun to be around. His presence - on
the team, and on the floor - has really changed us a lot
since he got here.” Embiid was even happier after
playing his first game alongside Harden. “He was mak-
ing plays for all of us,” Embiid said. “That was proba-
bly as wide-open as I’ve been in my entire career. The
shot-making ability, shot creation, you should’ve seen
my face ... We’ve never had this, nothing close to this.”

Harden, a three-time NBA scoring champion, said
he would be happy to be cast in the role of play-
maker alongside MVP candidate Embiid if that is
what will help the 76ers win. “I am willing to do
whatever,” Harden said. “We have one common goal.
I have nothing to prove individually. As a unit, I think

we have something to prove.”
Embiid led the 76ers with 34 points and 10

rebounds and Tyrese Maxey added 28 points for
Philadelphia, who are third in the East and hoping
Harden’s arrival can help them challenge for the top
spot now shared by the Miami Heat and Chicago Bulls.
The Heat kept pace with the Bulls with a 115-100 vic-

tory over the Knicks in New York.
Tyler Herro scored 25 points and Jimmy Butler

added 23 as the Heat withstood a career-high 46
points from Knicks forward RJ Barrett at Madison
Square Garden. Kyle Lowry contributed 19 points for
Miami, who had 16 points and 16 rebounds from Bam
Adebayo. Barrett, back after missing four games with a
sprained left ankle, made six three-pointers and pulled
down nine rebounds.

But star forward Julius Randle struggled again, con-
necting on just two of 15 shots from the floor on the
way to 11 points with eight rebounds and eight assists.
The Knicks dropped their fourth straight, the defeat
coming after they announced that Derrick Rose’s
return from ankle surgery would be delayed after he
underwent a follow-up procedure on Friday.

Pelicans shock Suns
Elsewhere, the Los Angeles Lakers let another vic-

tory slip away late, falling to their LA rivals the
Clippers 105-102. The LeBron James-led Lakers, who
have won just three of their last 10 games, rallied from
a 16-point deficit and trailed by one with four seconds
remaining when Carmelo Anthony missed a deep
three-pointer. James missed a potential game-tying
three-pointer as time expired, finishing with 21 points
and 11 rebounds to see his streak of games with at
least 25 points end at 23.

In the surprise of the night, CJ McCollum scored 32
points to lead the New Orleans Pelicans to a 117-102
victory over the league-leading Phoenix Suns. Brandon
Ingram added 28 points for New Orleans and Jonas
Valanciunas had 18 points and 17 rebounds as the
Pelicans ended the Suns’ eight-game winning streak.

In Salt Lake City, Utah’s Donovan Mitchell hit a
career-high seven three-pointers on the way to 33
points in the Jazz’s 114-109 victory over the Dallas
Mavericks. San Antonio guard Dejounte Murray, com-
ing off his first NBA All-Star Game appearance, pro-
duced a triple-double of 31 points, 13 rebounds and 14
assists to help the Spurs hold off the Washington
Wizards 157-153 in double overtime. —AFP

l Poland refuses to play World Cup playoff against Russia
l Champions League final stripped from Saint Petersburg

l Russian Grand Prix cancelled in wake of Ukraine crisis
l Russian athletes Rublev, Ovechkin, Sivakov say ‘no to war’

MINNEAPOLIS: James Harden of the Philadelphia 76ers drib-
bles the ball against the Minnesota Timberwolves at Target
Center on Friday. —AFP


