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N Korea fires ballistic missile, 
restarting weapons tests blitz6 West seeks to cripple Russian 
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Ukraine to meet Russia as Putin 
puts nuclear defenses on alert

Ukrainian army secures Kharkiv • Hundreds of thousands flee
KHARKIV, Ukraine: Ukraine said yesterday it had 
agreed to talks with Russia after four days of con-
flict, as Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered his 
defense chiefs to put nuclear “deterrence forces” on 
alert. The conflict has already killed dozens of civil-
ians, forced hundreds of thousands to flee and 
turned Moscow into a global pariah. President 
Volodymyr Zelensky’s office said a Ukrainian dele-
gation would meet the Russian one at the border 
with Belarus, which has allowed Russian troops pas-
sage to attack Ukraine. 

The meeting is set to take place near Chernobyl 
- the site of the world’s worst nuclear disaster. 
“The politicians agreed that the Ukrainian delega-
tion would meet the Russian one without precon-
ditions,” Zelensky’s office said in a statement after 
the president spoke to his Belarusian counterpart 
Alexander Lukashenko. Ukrainian forces earlier 
said they had fought off a Russian incursion into 
Ukraine’s second biggest city, Kharkiv, on day four 
of Russia’s invasion. 

As Western countries lined up to send arms into 
Ukraine and impose ever more stringent sanctions, 
Putin ordered his defense chiefs to put the country’s 
nuclear “deterrence forces” on high alert. Putin 
accused Western countries of taking “unfriendly” 
steps against his country. Ukraine has reported 198 

civilian deaths, including three children, since the 
invasion began. The UN has put the civilian toll at 
64. “The past night in Ukraine was brutal,” Zelensky 
said. “They fight against everyone. They fight 
against all living things - against kindergartens, 
against residential buildings and even against 
ambulances.” 

Several European countries meanwhile banned 
Russian airlines from their airspace on Sunday and 
many pledged arms for Ukraine but made it clear 
that they will not intervene militarily. In his tradition-
al Sunday message to the faithful in St Peter’s 
Square, Pope Francis called for weapons to “fall 
silent” in the country and for the opening of humani-
tarian corridors. A day after Berlin said it would send 
anti-tank weapons and Stinger missiles to Ukraine, 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said the world was 
in a “new era” and warned of further sanctions. 

Machine gun fire and explosions were heard in 
Kharkiv earlier yesterday and AFP later saw the 
wreckage of a Russian armored vehicle smoldering 
and several others abandoned. “Kharkiv is fully 
under our control,” the head of the regional admin-
istration, Oleg Sinegubov, said on Telegram, adding 
that the army was expelling Russian forces during a 
“clean-up” operation. 
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KUWAIT: Cooperation amongst members of the 
GCC had resulted in the success of efforts to curb the 
spread of coronavirus (COVID-19), a Kuwaiti health 
official said yesterday. In a statement to KUNA, 
Health Ministry Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad 
indicated that national pandemic indicators show that 
the fourth wave of the coronavirus has been subsid-
ing, noting that this success was attributed to the 
efforts of national staff as well as their cooperation 
with fellow medical personnel in the GCC.  

Dr Sanad noted that the ministry had always seen 
“the light at the end of the dark tunnel” when it came 
to the pandemic, saying that the MoH and its part-
ners throughout the Gulf region worked hard to pro-
tect society from the threat of coronavirus. The 
entire GCC medical community will continue to 
cooperate in the foreseeable future to fend off any 
challenges facing the people of the region, he 
affirmed, stressing that the medical sectors in Kuwait 
and the Gulf region had proven their worth during 
the course of the pandemic.  

Dr Sanad also announced the new schedules of 
work at coronavirus vaccination centers during the 
celebrations marking the country’s National Day and 
Independence Day from Feb 27 to March 3. Kuwait 
Vaccination Center at Mishref fairground will be 
open for people aged above 40 from 9:00 am to 2:00 
pm without the requirement of a prior appointment, 
Dr Sanad said in a press release. Primary healthcare 
centers, namely the centers of Shaab, Salwa, Omariya, 
Masayel and Naeem, will be open between 3:00 pm 
and 9:00 pm, he added.  

The health ministry yesterday said 607 more peo-
ple tested positive for COVID-19 over the past 24 
hours, taking the country’s caseload to 619,310. Some 
1,788 more people recovered from the virus to take 
total recoveries to 60,6657, according to Dr Sanad, 
adding that the  recovery to positive case ratio stands 
at 98 percent. One fatality linked to the virus took the 
country’s death toll from the pandemic to 2,537, while 
212 people are hospitalized with the virus, 62 of 
whom need intensive care. Some 22,447 swab tests 
were conducted over the past day, taking total tests 
to 7,626,573. — KUNA 

MoH commends 
GCC cooperation 
in curbing COVID

TUNIS: Thousands of young Arabs who took up 
studies in Ukraine, often fleeing violence back home, 
are appealing to be rescued from a new nightmare - 
Russia’s full scale invasion of the country. More than 
10,000 Arab students attend university in Ukraine, 
drawn to the former Soviet republic by a low cost of 
living and, for many, the lure of relative safety com-
pared with their own troubled homelands. 

Many have criticized their governments for failing 
to take concrete measures to repatriate them, and 
sought refuge in basements or the metro system. Few 
dared to cross the border into neighboring Poland or 
Romania in search of sanctuary. “We left Iraq to 
escape war... but it’s the same thing in Ukraine 
(now),” Ali Mohammed, an Iraqi student told AFP by 
telephone from the western city of Chernivtsi. 

Mohammed said he has been calling the Iraqi 
embassy in Kyiv around a dozen times a day since 
Russia launched the invasion but no one has picked 
up. “We are demanding to go home. We are waiting 
to be rescued,” he said. According to an Iraqi gov-
ernment official, there are 5,500 Iraqis in Ukraine, 
450 of them students. 
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Arab students in 
Ukraine desperate 
to go home

DNIPRO, Ukraine: Henry and Robert, Kuwait-based Egyptian 
brothers studying in Ukraine, wait to board a bus heading to 
Romania. (See Page 2)

ORLANDO: Former US President Donald Trump speaks at the 
Conservative Political Action Conference 2022 (CPAC) on 
Saturday. — AFP 

DUBAI: Dr Hamad Ahmad Rouh El-Din and Khalifa Shaheen Al-Marar with other dignitaries 
watch a performance at the Kuwait pavilion at the Dubai Expo 2020 during Kuwait’s National 
Day celebrations. 

DUBAI: Kuwait celebrated its 61st 
National Day at Expo 2020 Dubai with 
a flag-raising ceremony, speeches and 
cultural performances at the Al Wasl 
Stage of Nations, emphasising its ‘New 
Kuwait’ 2035 vision for a sustainable 
future. Khalifa Shaheen Al-Marar, UAE 
Minister of State welcomed Dr Hamad 
Ahmad Rouh El-Din, Kuwait’s Minister 
of Information and Culture. 

Marar said: “We congratulate the 
government and people of Kuwait on 
their 61st National Day and laud their 

distinguished participation in Expo 
2020 Dubai - one that showcases the 
capabilities of a country which com-
bines the past and present to form a 
long-term vision for its future. The pavil-
ion introduces visitors to the nature and 
spirit of Kuwait, highlighting its govern-
ment’s commitment to sustainability in 
line with Kuwait Vision 2035.”  

Rouh El-Din said: “The Kuwait 
pavilion reflects the civilization of the 
country under the theme ‘New 
Opportunities for Sustainability’. With 
over two million visits to the pavilion so 
far, people have had the opportunity to 
learn about the history of Kuwait, and 
its present, which is full of urban devel-
opment, as well as its Vision 2035 for 
the future, especially in the fields of 
sustainable ideas and alternative ener-
gy sources.” (See Page 3) 

Kuwait looks to 
sustainability at 
Expo festivities

ORLANDO: Donald Trump emerged from political 
exile Saturday to blast President Joe Biden and 
NATO over the Ukraine crisis and reprise his false 
claims of a stolen 2020 election in a speech to 
grassroots Republicans. Speaking at the annual 

Conservative Political Action Conference in 
Orlando, Florida, the former president spent 86 
minutes reprising many of his favorite applause 
lines, assailing the “radical left” and its “witch hunt” 
against him. 

As massive explosions lit up the sky over 
Ukraine’s capital Kyiv, Trump blamed Russia’s inva-
sion of its neighbor on Biden’s “weakness” and lav-
ished praise on President Vladimir Putin’s intellect. 
“As everyone understands, this horrific disaster 
would never have happened if our election was not 
rigged,” he said, to rapt applause. 
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