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KUWAIT :  Robert Abdulmalek and 
Henry Salah are two Kuwait-based 
Egyptian brothers among thousands 
of Arab students in Ukraine who are 
stranded after Russia invaded the 
country. Robert and Henry are in 
Dnipro, around 390 km southeast of 
the Ukrainian capital Kyiv. Their loca-
tion is far from the main battlefields, 
but the sounds of sirens, bombs and 
fighter jets can be heard almost 24/7 
since the start of invasion.  

“I haven’t slept for the past three 
days. I am afraid they might drop a 
missile on our dormitory. It is an horri-
fying experience and I want to get out of 
this place as soon as possible,” said 
Robert, who spoke to Kuwait Times via 
Facebook from Dnipro while waiting with 
Henry for a bus to leave Ukraine. “We are 
currently waiting for a bus to take us out 

from here to Romania. This is my longest 
day ever and my first time to leave my 
dorm after news about the Russian inva-
sion spread all over Ukraine. We are terri-

fied and in a state of shock. We want to 
go home,” he said.  

The buses to Romania were arranged 
through the embassies of other coun-
tries. More than 10,000 Arab students 
attend university in Ukraine, lured by the 

relatively safe environment compared 
with their own troubled homelands. “I 
heard the trip will take us up to 12 hours. 
May God bless us and keep us safe,” 

Robert said.  
Henry said they were preparing 

for an evacuation for the past two 
weeks. “We received very minimal 
help from the Egyptian Embassy. 
They are far from here, in Kyiv, and 
they are also probably busy doing 
their own evacuations. So we coordi-
nated with other Arab students to get 
out of here,” Henry said. “If we suc-
cessfully cross the border to 
Romania, we can manage to find our 
way home to Kuwait. Our father will 

arrange tickets to Kuwait from Romania. 
We want to leave because there’s no 
food left in grocery stores and people 
are panicking,” he added.   

Robert and Henry came to Ukraine 
barely five months for higher studies. “I 

like it here in Dnipro as a student. The 
city was very quiet and peaceful until 
the Russian invasion. God bless the 
people of Ukraine for this very unfor-
tunate chapter in the history of their 

beloved country. We will return soon, 
inshal lah,” Henry said. Dnipro is a 
major educational center in Ukraine 
and home to two of Ukraine’s top 10 
universities.  

Kuwait-based Egyptian students  
narrate horrific ordeal in Ukraine 

Thousands of Arab students remain stranded after Russian invasion
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DNIPRO, Ukraine: Henry and Robert Abdelmalek at Dnipro waiting to board a bus heading to Romania. 
Arab students in Ukraine are fleeing from neighboring Romania to escape the ongoing war in Ukraine.

KUWAIT: Deputy Chief of Kuwait Fire Force’s 
Control Sector Maj Gen Jamal Badr Nasser visit-
ed the exhibition of equipment of the Kuwait Fire 
Force near the Kuwait Towers on the occasion of 
the national celebrations to review the efforts 
made by the force to educate citizens and resi-
dents by displaying the latest advanced mecha-
nisms and equipment used by firefighters to pro-

tect life and property. 
General  Coordinator of  the National 

Celebrat ions Preparat ion Team Brig Gen 
Muhammad Haider Ali also paid an inspection 
visit to fire stations in charge of securing the 
national celebrations on Arabian Gulf Road and 
conveyed to them the greetings and appreciation 
of the Chief of Kuwait Fire Force Lt Gen Khaled 
Rakan Al-Mekrad, stressing that their presence to 
secure the national celebrations is appreciated. 
Haider was briefed on the tasks assigned to the 
checkpoints and the plan prepared by the central 
operations department to control traffic jams. 
Haider was accompanied on the tour by Director 
of Public Relations and Media Col Muhammad 
Badr Ibrahim. 

Fire Force official  
visits exhibition of  
fire-fighting equipment

KUWAIT: Maj Gen Jamal Badr inspects firefighting equipment exhibition near Kuwait Towers
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Moscow also claimed it was “entirely” besieging the 

southern Ukrainian city of Kherson and the city of 
Berdyansk in the southeast. Both are located close the 
Crimea peninsula, which Russia annexed from Ukraine 
in 2014. Ukrainian officials also said that a gas pipeline 
in eastern Kharkiv and an oil depot near the capital Kyiv 
were targeted by Russian forces overnight. Ukraine said 
it was fighting off Russian forces in several other points 
and that 4,300 Russian troops had been killed. 

None of the claims could be independently verified. 
In Kyiv, many residents spent another night in shelters 
or cellars as Ukrainian forces said they were fighting off 
Russian “sabotage groups”, but yesterday was relatively 
calm compared to previous days. The city is under a 
blanket curfew until today morning though some resi-
dents ventured out regardless. Out for a walk in a park, 
41-year-old Flora Stepanova said staying at home 
watching the news all the time “will drive you crazy”. 

On Saturday, Russia ordered its forces to advance 
further into Ukraine “from all directions” but soldiers 
have encountered fierce resistance from Ukrainian 
troops. Western sources said the intensity of the 
resistance seems to have surprised Moscow. Ukraine’s 
army said it held the line against an assault on Kyiv, but 

was using the curfew to fight Russian “sabotage 
groups” that had infiltrated the city. Yesterday, 
Ukraine’s general staff urged any foreigners to come to 
Ukraine “and fight side-by-side with Ukrainians 
against Russian war criminals”. 

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) says more than 
368,000 people have fled to neighboring countries, 
while more than 160,000 are estimated to be displaced 
within Ukraine. Pope Francis called for the “urgent” 
opening of humanitarian corridors for Ukraine to allow 
even more to leave. AFP saw stationary queues of cars 
stretching for dozens of kilometers on the roads to 
Ukraine’s border crossings with Poland. “Attacks were 
everywhere,” said Diana, 37, who fled the Ukrainian 
capital. “My mother is still in Kyiv.” 

Poland, Germany and Austria have said Ukrainians can 
ride for free on their trains until further notice. In 
Romania, which also neighbors Ukraine, Olga, 36, was 
among hundreds to have crossed the Danube river with 
her three young children to safety. “My husband came 
with us as far as the border, before returning to Kyiv to 
fight,” she said. 

Responding to the invasion, the West said it would 
remove some Russian banks from the SWIFT bank 
messaging system, and froze central bank assets - hit-
ting some of Russia’s global trade. A senior US official 
said the measures would turn Russia into a “pariah”, 
adding that a task force would hunt down Russian oli-
garchs’ assets. The conflict has rattled particularly for-
mer Soviet satellite countries in Eastern Europe who 
fear their post Cold War democratic gains could be 
threatened by Russian aggression.—AFP 

Ukraine to meet 
Russia as Putin...
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Syrian Raed Al-Moudaress, 24, echoed him. “I 

arrived in Odessa only six months ago, hoping to 
open a new page far away from war,” he told AFP 
by telephone. “I am lost. I don’t know what to do,” 
he said, adding he is spending most of his time hid-
ing in a basement. Among Arab countries, Morocco 
has the largest number of students in Ukraine, with 
around 8,000 enrolled in universities, followed by 
Egypt with more than 3,000. 

“We demand solutions. The authorities must find 
us a solution,” to get back home to Morocco, Majda 
tweeted when the invasion began on Thursday. 
“What are you waiting for? This is World War III,”  
she said, addressing authorities in her country, who 
announced measures the following day. 

Hundreds of students from Lebanon, gripped by 
a financial crisis the World Bank says is one of the 
world’s worst in modern times, are also trapped in 
the country. “The (Beirut) authorities have not 

issued guidelines” for our evacuation, said Samir, 
25. “I left Lebanon because of the financial crisis, 
sold my car and took my small savings to study in 
Ukraine,” he told AFP from Ukraine’s second city of 
Kharkiv, near the Russian border. 

Ali Chreim, a restaurant owner from Kyiv who 
heads the Lebanese expat community in Ukraine, 
said he has been helping a group of young 
Lebanese women, who have sought shelter in the 
capital’s metro, by sending them food. Before the 
invasion, 1,300 Lebanese students were studying in 
the country. Half managed to flee by their own 
means, but the rest are stuck, Chreim said. Beirut 
set up a hotline but it only functions “intermittent-
ly”, he added. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister Abdallah Bou Habib 
said the government was drawing up plans to help 
nationals trapped in Ukraine. Planes will be sent to 
neighboring Poland and Romania at a “date to be 
announced later”, he said. Other countries like 
Egypt have also pledged to organize repatriation 
flights from neighboring countries. But for Tunisia 
which does not have an embassy in Ukraine, getting 
in touch with its 1,700 citizens there is complicated. 

Authorities said they had been in contact with 
international organizations such as the Red Cross to 
organize departures. — AFP 
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NATO, he said, was “looking the opposite of 

smart” for hitting Russia with sanctions rather than 
resolving to “blow (Russia) to pieces - at least psy-
chologically”. “The problem is not that Putin is smart, 
which of course he’s smart,” he went on. “But the real 
problem is that our leaders are so dumb.” 

After a year largely out of the public eye, Trump’s 
ecstatic reception left  l i tt le doubt that the 
Republican Party remains in thrall to the twice-
impeached, single-term president. There were chants 
of “four more years” from the sea of supporters in 
red “Make America Great Again” hats, who clapped 
on cue as Trump railed against “woke tyranny” and 
“cancel culture”. 

The crowd reserved their largest cheers for the 
75-year-old headliner’s dismissal of Democrats’ 
claims to be the party of democracy as “bulls***” - 
and for his claim that Facebook founder Mark 
Zuckerberg “used to come to the White House and 

kiss my a**”. There were nods to a possible 2024 
run - “we did it twice and we’ll do it again,” he 
claimed, falsely recasting his 2020 defeat to Biden as 
a victory - although he left the crowd guessing about 
whether he will personally challenge Biden to a 
rematch. 

CPAC, the country’s largest conservative gather-
ing, usually offers a valuable insight into the direc-
tion the Republicans plan to take over the coming 
months. Trump had been expected to lay out a for-
ward-looking “vision for America”, according to 
organizers, as the Republicans look to take back 
control of Congress in November’s midterm elec-
tions. Instead, he dwelt at length on his 2020 election 
loss and his false claims that he was robbed by wide-
spread voter fraud, urging the crowd to “fight like 
hell” or face their country being destroyed. 

It was similar to the rhetoric that inspired a mob 
of his supporters to storm the US Capitol on Jan 6 
2021, for which he was punished with his second 
impeachment. His remarks came as Russian rockets 
began pounding the outskirts of Kyiv in an escalating 
crisis that ended up emerging as a major topic of 
discussion at CPAC. Trump called besieged President 
Volodymyr Zelensky “a brave man”, falsely claiming 
that the Ukrainian leader had exonerated him over 
the scandal that led to his first impeachment. — AFP 

Trump praises 
Putin, revives...

KHARKIV, Ukraine: An Ukrainian Territorial Defence fighter examines a destroyed Russian infantry mobility vehicle GAZ Tigr after 
a fight in Kharkiv yesterday. —  AFP


