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 PARIS: Protesters gather Place de la Republique during a rally against Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. — AFP 

 ‘Russia out!’ Worldwide protests 
in solidarity with Ukraine

More than 3,000 people gathered in the French city of Strasbourg

North Korea fires 
ballistic missile, restarting 
weapons tests blitz 
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ROME: Pro-Ukraine demonstrations erupted across 
the world on Saturday, as thousands took to the 
streets from London to New York to Tehran to 
denounce Russia’s assault on its neighbor. Moscow’s 
invasion has a sparked global outcry and prompted 
punishing sanctions from the West, some directed 
against Russian President Vladimir Putin himself. On 
Saturday, rallies were held in cities across the world 
to join the chorus of condemnation and urge an end 
to the bloodshed.  

In Switzerland, thousands of people gathered 
across the country, including about 1,000 outside the 
United Nations’ European headquarters in Geneva. 
Demonstrators draped in Ukraine’s national colors of 
blue and yellow flocked to the “Broken Chair”-a 
large sculpture symbolizing the civilian victims of 
war. The protesters demanded tougher actions from 
the government, which has so far avoided imposing 
strict measures, choosing instead to stick closer to its 
traditional “neutral” stance.  Swiss-based Russians 
joined in to show their opposition to the war, holding 
signs saying “I am Russian”. 

More than 3,000 people gathered in the French 
city of Strasbourg, the seat of the Council of Europe 
human rights organization, bearing placards calling 
Putin a killer and urging an end to the fighting. “Putin 
and his entire clique will have to pay the price for this 
aggression and face an international court,” said 
Borys Tarasyuk, Ukraine’s permanent representative 
to the Council of Europe. 

In France, there were protests in Paris, Montpellier 
and Marseille. In Russia’s neighbor Finland, thousands 
of people gathered in the capital Helsinki shouting 
“Russia out, down with Putin!” Around 3,000 people 
gathered in Vienna, with homemade placards bearing 
slogans such as including “Stop the War” and speech-
es from Austria’s Ukrainian 
community. More than 
1,000 demonstrators 
answered the call of trade 
unions and NGOs in central 
Rome, huddling around a 
podium bearing the words 
“Against War”. 

 
‘Powerlessness’  

Thousands of people 
had taken part in a torch-lit 
procession to the 
Colosseum, one of the Italian capital’s major land-
marks, on Friday evening. Putin was the march’s main 
target as banners caricatured him as an assassin with 
bloodstained hands and compared him to Nazi dicta-
tor Adolf Hitler with the words: “Can you recognize 
when history repeats itself?” “We’ve always been 
close to the Ukrainian people,” Maria Sergi, a 40-
year-old Russian-born Italian, told AFP. “Our feeling 
of powerlessness is huge.” 

Around a thousand anti-war demonstrators 
turned out to protest in Barcelona Saturday, said 

local police. Dimitri, a Russian designer living in 
Barcelona, said he feared sanctions would set 
Russia’s development back. “We’re all going to suf-
fer,” the 37-year-old told AFP. In Britain, hundreds of 
protesters headed to Russia’s embassy in London, 
with some defacing a street sign called “St 

Petersburgh Place” oppo-
site the embassy with fake 
blood. And around 50 peo-
ple in Tehran assembled by 
Kyiv’s embassy to Iran, an 
AFP correspondent saw, 
some holding candles and 
Ukrainian flags and chanti-
ng against the war and 
Putin. Protests were also 
reported in Israel, Estonia 
and New York on Saturday. 

 
‘Ukraine is bleeding’  

In Georgia, almost 30,000 people hit the streets 
of Tbilisi Friday night, waving Ukrainian and 
Georgian flags and singing both countries’ national 
anthems. Russia’s attack on Ukraine resonates 
strongly in Georgia, a fellow ex-Soviet republic that 
suffered a devastating Russian invasion in 2008. 

“We have sympathy for the Ukrainians, perhaps 
more than other countries, because we’ve experi-
enced Russia’s barbaric aggression on our soil,” 
Niko Tvauri, a 32-year-old taxi driver, told AFP. 

Teacher Meri Tordia added: “Ukraine is bleeding, 
the world watches and talks about sanctions that 
won’t stop Putin.” More than 2,000 protesters gath-
ered outside the Russian embassy in Greece’s capi-
tal Athens on Friday evening following an appeal by 
the traditionally pro-Russian Communist and left-
wing Syriza parties and more demonstrations fol-
lowed on Saturday. 

 
‘Anger’  

The shockwaves from Moscow’s invasion of its 
neighbor have reverberated beyond Europe. In 
Argentina, Ukrainians and Argentines with Ukrainian 
ancestry were among the almost 2,000 people who 
descended on Russia’s embassy in Buenos Aires on 
Friday. They chanted “Glory to Ukraine, glory to its 
heroes” and the national anthems of Argentina and 
Ukraine. Among the crowd was Tetiana 
Abramchenko, who moved to Argentina with her 
daughter in 2014 following Russia’s annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula. 

“My overriding feeling is anger,” the 40-year-
old told AFP as she fought back tears. “The last 
thing I imagined was Russians coming to kill my 
people.” In Canada, dozens of demonstrators 
braved a snowstorm in Montreal to protest outside 
Russia’s consulate on Friday afternoon. “I am 
against this war. I hope this is the beginning of the 
end of this regime,” said Russian Elena Lelievre, a 
37-year-old engineer — AFP

‘Glory to 
Ukraine, glory 
to its heroes’

VATICAN: Pope Francis waves his hand to the crowd 
as he delivers his Angelus prayer from the window 
of his study overlooking St Peter’s Square at the 
Vatican yesterday. — AFP 

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis yesterday called for an 
end to fighting in Ukraine on the fourth day of a 
Russian invasion of the country. “Let the weapons fall 
silent,” he said. “God is with those who seek peace, not 
those resorting to violence.” The Argentine pontiff also 
called for the “urgent” opening of humanitarian corri-
dors to allow civilians to escape the onslaught. 

“I am thinking of the elderly, of all those at the 
moment seeking refuge, of mothers fleeing with their 
children,” he said. “They are brothers and sisters for 
whom it is urgent to open up humanitarian corridors 
and who must be welcomed.” 

The UN refugee agency UNHCR says more than 
368,000 people have fled Ukraine since Russia invad-
ed on Thursday. Many of those escaping to neighbor-
ing countries have crossed over into Poland, where the 
authorities have counted some 156,000 crossing since 
that date. Others have also headed to Moldavia, 
Hungary, Slovakia and Romania. — AFP

Pope calls for guns to 
‘fall silent’ in Ukraine

TOKYO: Japanese billionaire Hiroshi “Mickey” 
Mikitani said yesterday he will donate $8.7 million 
to the government of Ukraine, calling Russia’s 
invasion “a challenge to democracy”. The founder 
of e-commerce giant Rakuten said in a letter 
addressed to Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelensky that the donation of 1 billion yen ($8.7 
million) will go toward “humanitarian activities to 
help people in Ukraine who are victims of the vio-

lence”. Mikitani said he visited Kyiv in 2019 and 
met with Zelensky. 

“My thoughts are with you and Ukraine peo-
ple,” Mikitani said in his letter. “I believe that the 
trampling of a peaceful and democratic Ukraine by 
unjustified force is a challenge to democracy. “I 
sincerely hope that Russia and Ukraine can resolve 
this issue peacefully and that Ukraine people can 
have peace again as soon as possible,” he wrote. 

Russia’s invasion has prompted broad financial 
sanctions from major democracies while individu-
als and organizations across the world have 
solicited donations to help Ukraine. The Japanese 
government has also announced sanctions on 
Moscow including freezing assets and banning key 
exports such as semiconductors to organisations 
related to the Russian military. — AFP 

TOKYO: Rakuten group’s CEO Hiroshi Mikitani deliv-
ers a speech during a Rakuten Mobile press confer-
ence in Tokyo. — AFP 
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DOHA: Talks between Chad’s military-led government 
and armed rebel groups was due to start yesterday in 
Qatar have been postponed, African diplomats and offi-
cials said. The talks were aimed at paving the way for an 
“inclusive national dialogue” and elections which the 
leader of the Chadian junta Mahamat Idriss Deby Itno 
has promised by October. Deby took over as head of a 
Transitional Military Council (TMC) in the poor land-
locked central African country after his father, Idriss 
Deby Itno, who had ruled Chad for three decades, was 
killed in fighting with rebels in April last year. 

African diplomats in Doha said Sunday’s talks in 
Qatar had been delayed because preparations for the 
meeting had not been completed. “Some delegations 
are here. The talks did not start today but could start 
in coming days,” a source with knowledge of the 
meeting told AFP on condition of anonymity as no-
one was authorized to speak publicly. Chadian 
sources close to the negotiations told AFP in 
N’Djamena that the junta was insisting on inviting 
more than 80 members of the 23 armed rebel 
groups-a request initially denied by Qatar. Other 
sources, also speaking on condition of anonymity, 
blamed the delay on difficulties for would-be partici-
pants-some of whom live in Libya or Sudan-to obtain 
travel documents. 

After taking power in last April, Deby, 37, dis-
solved Chad’s parliament and repealed the constitu-

tion, but he promised “free and transparent” elec-
tions within 18 months. However, a national forum 
designed to chart the country’s future has been put 
back from February to May. Preliminary talks have 
also been held up several times amidst recriminations 
between the government and opposition. In mid-
February, Chad’s military junta accused prominent 
rebel leader Timan Erdimi, who heads the powerful 
Union of Resistance Forces, of seeking to bring in 
Russian mercenaries to derail the reconciliation 
process. Erdimi, who was one of the fiercest oppo-
nents of Deby’s father, was contacted by AFP at the 
time but refused to comment on the allegation. The 
African Union, European Union and France, the for-
mer colonial power, have supported the junta leader 
but insisted he must keep to his promised timetable 
to hold elections. —AFP 

Chad peace talks 
in Qatar delayed


