
Algeria say ready 
to supply EU 
with extra gas
amid Ukraine crisis
ALGIERS: Algeria’s state energy firm is ready to
supply Europe with more gas in view of a possi-
ble decline due to the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, its CEO said yesterday. Sonatrach CEO
Toufik Hakkar said the firm was ready to pump
additional gas to the EU from its surplus via the
Tansmed pipeline linking Algeria to Italy.
Sonatrach is “a reliable gas supplier for the
European market and is willing to support its
long term partners in the event of difficult situa-
tions,” Hakkar was quoted as saying in the daily
Liberte. Hakkar nonetheless said this would be
contingent on the availability of a surplus of gas
or liquified natural gas (LNG) once the national
demand and “contractual engagements” are met.

He pointed to an “unused capacity” in the
Transmed pipeline that could be used to
“increase the supplies to the European market”.
The Tansmed pipeline, jointly operated with
Italy’s ENI, has a capacity of some 32 million
cubic meters per year-four times that of the
Medgaz pipeline to Spain. The top executive
added that Sonatrach could expand its supplies
to countries not currently served by existing
pipelines via LNG tankers. Hakkar said Europe
is the “natural market of choice” for Algerian
gas, which accounts for about 11 percent of
Europe’s gas imports.

Former Algerian energy minister Abdelmajid
Attar meanwhile told AFP that “Algeria exports a
maximum of 22 billion cubic meters (of gas) via
the Transmed pipeline”, leaving a capacity of 10
billion cubic meters. He nonetheless noted that
Algeria alone will not be able to “compensate for
the decline in Russian gas supply”, noting that it
can offer a maximum of two or three million
additional cubic metres. 

Attar, who also previously served as
Sonatrach’s CEO, added that LNG can also be
transported via tankers, noting that existing liq-
uefaction plants are only operating at 50-60
percent capacity. The former minister said that
in the medium term, “in four or five months,
Algeria can send larger quantities”, however
noting that the country must first “develop new
reserves” of shale gas. Sonatrach announced in
January that it would invest $40 billion into oil
exploration, production and refinement, as well
as gas prospecting and extraction, between
2022 and 2026. —AFP

PARIS: Mocked in some quarters for what some-
times seemed token efforts to support Ukraine’s
military in the face of the Russian threat, the West
is starting to finally step up supplies of military
equipment after the invasion. With Ukrainian
forces putting up real resistance against the
Russian advance, Western officials say there is a
genuine interest in ensuring President Vladimir
Putin pays the maximum price for the invasion.
Germany in particular was criticized this month
ahead of the invasion for only stumping up some
5,000 helmets to send to Ukraine, a gesture the
mayor of Kyiv, former world boxing champion
Vitali Klitschko, said had left him “speechless”.

“What will they send us next? Pillows?” he
asked the Bild daily. When diplomatic efforts were
still alive, France and other Western states were
wary of arms deliveries they feared could provoke
Putin. Since Putin unleashed the attack on Ukraine
on February 24, however, everything has changed.
Germany said Saturday its army would transfer
1,000 anti-tank weapons and 500 Stinger-class
surface-to-air missiles to Ukraine, a U-turn from
its longstanding policy of banning weapon exports
to conflict zones. France was also carrying out
deliveries of defensive weapons to Kyiv, according
to its military. Ukraine’s embassy in Paris said it
had in particular requested anti-aircraft hardware.
And later Saturday, the French president’s office
announced Paris would be sending: fuel and more
military equipment to Ukraine as well as applying
tougher economic sanctions.

‘Anti-war coalition’ 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said

Saturday that “partners” were sending weapons to
help Kyiv fight Russian troops, adding that he had
spoken by phone with French leader Emmanuel
Macron. “Weapons and equipment from our part-

ners are on the way to Ukraine,” he wrote on
Twitter. “The anti-war coalition is working!” After
the German announcement he tweeted: “Keep it
up!” On Saturday, Belgium announced it was pro-
viding 2,000 machine guns and 3,800 tons of fuel
to the Ukrainian army.

The Dutch defense ministry said it had deliv-
ered sniper rifles and helmets, while 200 Stinger
anti-aircraft missiles would be on their way as
“soon as possible”. The Czech Republic meanwhile
is delivering 30,000 pistols, 7,000 assault rifles,
3,000 machine guns, several dozen sniper guns
and about a million cartridges. The United States is
providing Ukraine with $350 million in additional
military equipment to fight off Russia’s “brutal and
unprovoked assault”, Secretary of State Antony
Blinken announced Saturday. Britain has said it is
ready to provide Ukraine with additional military
support, including lethal defensive weapons. But
with military analysts saying Moscow has not even
used half of the some 180,000 troops massed on
the Ukrainian border in Russia and its ally Belarus,
it remains unclear whether this sudden surge of
help can make a difference.

‘No time to lose’ 
The Russian defense ministry said Saturday the

army had been given orders to broaden its offen-
sive in Ukraine “from all directions” after Kyiv
refused to hold talks in Belarus. The problem is
that few “genuinely believed” in a Russian invasion
on all of Ukrainian territory-”not even Zelensky”,
said General Vincent Desportes, a former director
of France’s prestigious Ecole de guerre, which
trains top officers. Now, “everyone is doing what
they can” but “no one has billions of extra arma-
ments. All European armies are under-equipped”,
he told AFP.

“When you send 2,000 machine guns, you take

them from your own stock. European armies are
poor armies,” Desportes said. Western diplomats at
NATO headquarters in Brussels say that even in the
face of the Russian military there is an interest in
slowing down the advance and making the invasion
as costly for Putin as possible. But after agreeing
what to send to Ukraine there also remains the chal-
lenge of being able to get the equipment into the
country and being able distribute it.

A French presidential official, who asked not to

be named, said Paris was hoping a combination of
Ukrainian resistance and sanctions against Russia
could help force a ceasef ire. Pol ish Prime
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki lambasted the lack
of Western help until now. Ukrainians, he said,
“are also fighting for us. For our freedom, our
sovereignty. So that we aren’t next in l ine”.
“Russia wants to destroy our world as we know it.
We have to act now. We have no time to lose,” he
added. —AFP

‘Weapons and equipment from our partners are on the way to Ukraine’

Too little too late? West finally
coughs up arms for Ukraine

UKRAINE: Ukraine’s Military Forces servicemen sit in the back of military truck in the Donetsk region town of
Avdiivka, on the eastern Ukraine front-line with Russia-backed separatists. —AFP

Romania becomes 
refuge for Ukrainians 
on NATO’s frontline
ISACCEA, Roumanie: Stepping off a ferry onto
Romanian soil, Olga was relieved to have whisked
her three children across the Danube river to safety
after Russia invaded her country Ukraine. “My hus-
band came with us as far as the border, before
returning to Kyiv to fight,” said the 36-year-old mar-
keting employee, who did not give her surname. The
young Ukrainian was one of hundreds arriving at the
border crossing in the town of Isaccea on the
Romanian side of the river on Saturday. Romania, a
former member of the communist bloc now part of
NATO and the European Union, fears it could find
itself on the frontline against Russia if Moscow over-
runs neighboring Ukraine.

Since the beginning of Russia’s invasion on
Thursday, Romanian border guards have counted
more than 25,000 Ukranians crossing into the coun-
try. In the small riverside port of Isaccea, Olga said
she intended to spend a few days in Romania, before
making her way on to next-door Bulgaria. Not far
off, 40-year-old lawyer Andrey said he feared he had
been forced to flee his country for good. “We will
never be able to return to Ukraine,” he said bitterly,

after crossing the river with his wife and three chil-
dren. He said his family had already been forced to
flee their home in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region
due to the conflict there in 2014, finding refuge in the
Ukrainian port city of Odesa. But now they had been
uprooted all over again.

Russians offshore 
Romania, which shares some 650 km (400 miles)

of border with Ukraine, feels for the moment that its
NATO membership will protect it from any more
serious military consequences. “Given the regional
security dynamic, there is a minimal possibility of the
country becoming the target of a conventional offen-
sive action by Russia,” the Chief of Defense Staff
General Daniel Petrescu said on Saturday. But, over
the past months of growing tensions in the region,
Romania has repeatedly demanded reinforcements
be sent to NATO’s eastern flank. Its allies have
responded.

The United States has sent a squadron of Stryker
armored vehicles and some 1,000 troops in recent
weeks to a Romanian base near the Black Sea,
adding to the 900 personnel already stationed in the
country. And over the past month, six Eurofighter
Typhoon aircraft from German’s airforce have joined
four similar planes Italy dispatched before the crisis.

France’s army chief of staff said on Friday that
500 soldiers would be dispatched to the eastern
European country. The situation has been complicat-
ed by Russia’s seizure from Ukraine on Thursday of

Snake Island, an uninhabited but strategic rocky out-
crop in the Black Sea just 45 km (27 miles) from
Romania’s coastl ine. Bucharest and Kyiv both
claimed the island, before the International Court of
Justice awarded it to Ukraine in 2009. “We will have
to get used to living with the Russians on our bor-
der,” Defence Minister Vasile Dancu said on Friday,
following the island’s capture. “But these are NATO
borders. Romania will not be alone in handling this, it
will have support if necessary.” —AFP

ISACCEA, Romania: People coming from Ukraine
descend from a ferry boat to enter Romania after
crossing the Danube river at the Isaccea-Orlivka border
crossing between Romania and Ukraine as Ukrainians
flee their country following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. —AFP

Over 100,000 attend 
Ukraine solidarity 
march in Berlin
BERLIN: More than 100,000 people attended a
Ukraine solidarity march in Berlin yesterday, police
said, with many protesters dressed in the blue and
yellow colors of the Ukraine flag. Police estimated
the turnout at “at least a low six-number figure”,
while organizers of the march said half a million had
turned up. Bearing posters like “no World War 3”,
“Stop the killer”, or “Berlin at 640 km from the
frontlines”, the protesters massed at the
Brandenburg Gate, a stone’s throw away from the
imposing Russian embassy on Unter den Linden.

“It is important to me for Germany to show that
it is standing for democracy in Europe,” said Hans
Georg Kieler, 49, who had turned out at the demon-
stration. He voiced approval for Germany’s decision
to begin delivering armaments to Ukraine, but said
he thought “we could have helped Ukraine more”.
Ukrainian Valeria Moiseeva, 35, was also at the
march. “I am personally disappointed by Russia, I
hate Russia, I hate all Russians,” she said, adding
that her mother was now sitting in a cellar in Kyiv in
fear of bombs. She said she had to be at the demon-
stration because “I can’t do more than that.” —AFP

BERLIN: Protesters crowd around the victory column and close to the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin to demon-
strate for peace in Ukraine yesterday. —AFP

PARIS: The Russian head of delegation
at a major UN climate conference apol-
ogized for his country’s invasion of
Ukraine yesterday, which he said lacked
justification, according to several
sources who heard him speak at the vir-
tual meeting. The surprise intervention
from Russia’s Oleg Anisimov at the

closed-door meeting followed an elec-
trifying live statement from his Ukranian
counterpart, Svitlana Krakovska, who
spoke passionately about her country’s
plight. “Let me present an apology on
behalf of all Russians not able to prevent
this conflict,” Anisimov said at the clos-
ing plenary of the virtual, 195-nation

forum, according to three sources who
heard him speak.

Delegates and observers to the
sometimes fraught meetings, which had
been scheduled to end Friday, were
stunned by the back-to-back state-
ments yesterday, according to half-a-
dozen participants. Those who see what
is happening, he added speaking in
Russian, “fail to find any justification for
the attack on Ukraine”. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) provided simultaneous
translation of his comments into English.

AFP did not have access to the original
statement in Russian. Ukraine’s
Krakovska, who has tried to continue
working despite the assault on her
country, addressed the conference yes-
terday morning.

“We will not surrender in Ukraine,
and we hope the world will not surren-
der in building a climate resilient future,”
she said in English, according to multi-
ple sources. “Human-induced climate
change and the war on Ukraine have the
same roots-fossil fuels-and our depend-
ence on them,” she added. “Everyone ‘in

the room’ was really moved,” said one
source, referring to online chats and
informal conversations. The statement
by Anisimov-who expressed “huge
admiration” for the Ukranian delega-
tion-came as a particular surprise.

“He knows that there is a risk for him,
it was a very sincere message,” said
another participant. When asked by
AFP to comment, Anisimov said that his
statements “expressed my personal
opinion and attitude,” and should not be
taken as an “official statement of the
Russian delegation”. —AFP
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