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News in brief

Kuwait records new high of  
2,820 COVID cases, 2 deaths

World tops 2m new daily cases, passes 300m total cases as Omicron breaks records
KUWAIT: The health ministry yesterday registered 
2,820 additional COVID-19 cases over a 24-hour 
period, taking total number of infections to 430,920. 
Two fatalities were also recorded, raising the death 
toll to 2,471. There were 313 fresh recoveries, taking 
the total to 413,309, with recoveries representing 
96 percent of overall infections, MoH Spokesman Dr 
Abdullah Al-Sanad told KUNA.  

Active cases amounted to 15,140, with 12 of them 
in intensive care units and 87 patients in hospital 
wards, he said. Health authorities conducted 30,862 
swab tests, taking total tests to 6,166,679, which 
means 9.1 percent of swab tests performed in the 
past 24 hours were infections, Dr Sanad revealed.  

The world recorded more than two million daily 
coronavirus cases on average between Jan 1 and 7 
with figures doubling in 10 days, an AFP tally 
showed yesterday. An average of 2,106,118 new dai-
ly infections were reported over the seven-day 
period, shortly after the one million case threshold 
was passed in the week of Dec 23-29, 2021. New 
global case numbers have soared by 270 percent 

since the highly contagious Omicron variant was 
discovered in South Africa in late November. But 
COVID-related deaths were at their lowest level 
since Oct 2020, with an average of 6,237 per day 
recorded in the period between Jan 1 and 7. 

Europe, as well as the United States and Canada, 
are the world’s infection hotspots. The two regions 
respectively represented 49 percent and 33 percent 
of global Covid cases in the past week. COVID cas-
es skyrocketed by 47 percent in Europe and 76 
percent in the United States and Canada compared 
with the previous week. In the same period, COVID 
infections increased by 224 percent in Oceania, 148 
percent in Latin America and the Caribbean, 116 
percent in the Middle East and 145 percent in Asia. 

The number of new cases reported in Africa 
remained stable but, as elsewhere, were at their 
highest level since the start of the pandemic in 
March 2020. The figures are based on official sta-
tistics produced by national health authorities. A 
significant proportion of less severe or 
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BERLIN: Pediatrician Steffen Lueder jokes with children using an oversized syringe during a vaccination 
campaign against COVID-19 yesterday. — AFP 

21 die in Pak snowstorm 
 
ISLAMABAD: At least 21 people died in an 
enormous traffic jam caused by tens of thou-
sands of visitors thronging the Pakistani hill 
town of Murree to see unusually heavy snow-
fall, authorities said yesterday. Police reported 
that at least eight people had frozen to death in 
their cars. Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid said 
the military had mobilized to clear roads and 
rescue thousands still trapped. Video shared on 
social media showed cars packed bumper-to-
bumper, with one-meter-high piles of snow on 
their roofs. — AFP

14 killed in Egypt bus crash 
 
CAIRO: At least 14 people were killed and 17 
injured yesterday when a coach and a minibus 
smashed into each other at high speed in 
Egyptís Sinai Peninsula, security officials said. 
The minibus and the coach, which had come 
from the capital Cairo and was heading for the 
Red Sea tourist resort of Sharm el-Sheikh, col-
lided while speeding in poor visibility due to fog 
around dawn, officials added. — AFP 

Detained Iran poet dies of COVID 
 
PARIS: Dissident Iranian poet and filmmaker 
Baktash Abtin has died in detention in Tehran 
after falling ill with COVID-19, rights groups 
said yesterday, angrily blaming the Islamic 
republic’s leadership for his death. “Baktash 
Abtin has died,” the Iranian Writers Association 
said after the author was put into an induced 
coma in hospital earlier in the week. Paris-based 
media rights group Reporters Without Borders 
confirmed his death, posting a picture of Abtin 
in striped Iranian prison uniform shackled by his 
leg to a hospital bed. — AFP

Kurilla to lead Central Command 
 
WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden is nomi-
nating Army Lt Gen Michael Kurilla to lead the 
US Central Command, which oversees military 
operations in the Middle East, the Pentagon 
announced Friday. If confirmed by the Senate, 
General Kurilla will succeed Marine General 
Kenneth McKenzie at the head of Centcom, 
which oversees military operations in Iraq, Syria, 
Afghanistan and Yemen. — AFP 

DUBAI: Muslim men perform Friday prayers in an area close to their work-
place on the first working Friday in the Gulf emirate. — AFP 

This combination of booking photos shows (from left) William Roderick 
Bryan, Gregory McMichael and his son Travis McMichael. — AFP 

This file photo taken on June 11, 2014 shows people visiting “The 
Gateway to Hell”, a huge burning gas crater in the heart of Turkmenistan’s 
Karakum desert. — AFP 

DUBAI: Employees and schoolchild-
ren juggled work and studies with 
weekly Muslim prayers on the first 
ever working Friday in the United 
Arab Emirates as the Gulf country 
formally switched to a Saturday-
Sunday weekend. Some grumbled at 
the change and businesses were split, 
with many moving to the Western-
style weekend but other private firms 
sticking with Fridays and Saturdays, 
as in other Gulf states. 

The weekly day of prayer has 

always been a free day in the UAE, 
which had previously observed a 
Thursday-Friday weekend until 2006. 
However, mosques appeared busy as 
worshippers carrying prayer mats 
arrived as usual, before many of them 
later headed back to the office. “I’d 
rather take (Friday) off,” said 22-year-
old Briton Rachel King, who works in 
the hospitality industry and has been 
living in Dubai for six months. “That is 
what we all know and love, having a 
Friday off and going to certain places 
that are open and we could do things. 
But now it is going to be Saturday.” 

The UAE made the surprise 
announcement of the weekend switch for 
the public sector in December as it grap-
ples with rising competition in interna-
tional business from other Gulf countries.  
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UAE works 
on Friday for 
the first time

WASHINGTON: Three white men 
convicted of murdering African 
American jogger Ahmaud Arbery 
after chasing him in their pickup 
trucks were sentenced to life in prison 
Friday in a case that highlighted US 
tensions over racial justice. Travis 
McMichael, 35, and his father 
Gregory McMichael, 66, were sen-

tenced to life without parole, while 
their neighbor, William “Roddie” 
Bryan, 52, who had a less-direct role 
in the murder and cooperated with 
investigators, was given life with the 
possibility of parole. 

The three were convicted in 
November of multiple counts of murder, 
aggravated assault and false imprison-
ment for chasing down 25-year-old 
Arbery on Feb 23, 2020 as he ran 
through their Satilla Shores neighbor-
hood near Brunswick, in the southern 
US state of Georgia. Pronouncing the 
sentence, Georgia Superior Court Judge 
Timothy Walmsley called the murder “a 
tragedy on many, many levels”. 
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Life in jail for 
killers of US 
black jogger

ASHGABAT: Turkmenistan’s strong-
man leader has ordered experts to 
find a way to finally extinguish a mas-
sive five-decade old fire in a giant 
natural gas crater in the Central Asian 
country, dubbed the “Gateway to 
Hell”. Citing environmental and eco-
nomic concerns, President 

Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov 
appeared on state television yester-
day telling officials to put out the 
flames at the Darvaza gas crater in 
the middle of the vast Karakum 
desert. 

In 2010, Berdymukhamedov also 
ordered experts to find a way to put 
out the flames that have been burning 
ever since a Soviet drilling operation 
went awry in 1971. President 
Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov said 
that the man-made crater “negatively 
affects both the environment and the 
health of the people living nearby”.  
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Turkmenistan 
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