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KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait, via its various 
associations, has pursued relief and humanitarian 
aid to people suffering from deprivation of basic 
needs in Yemen as part of the ‘Kuwait by Your 
Side’ campaign, which has been ongoing for seven 
years. The Kuwaiti Humanitarian Relief Society 
overhauled and furnished two high-level schools 
in the Yemeni city of Taiz; the first such venture by 
the association this year in the war-stricken coun-
try, as part of the campaign. The Yemeni Al-
Hekma Society that executed the project said in a 
statement that it had inked two agreements to 
maintain and repair buildings of ‘Muadh bin Jabal 
School’ in Taiz and ‘Martyr Ahmad Mahmoud 
School’ in the district of Al-Misrakh in the south 
of Taiz Governorate. 

Kuwait built the two schools many years ago. 
With time, they needed repair and renovation. 
Al-Hekma Society indicated in the statement that 
the two schools were equipped with solar energy 
systems in addition to various equipment and 

furni ture . The Kuwait i  Humanitar ian Rel ief 
Society launched, last year, 28 educational proj-
ects in several Yemeni provinces, including fur-
nishing and maintenance, in addition to granting 
financial allotments for 100 teachers serving at 
schools on the island of Socotra — sufficient for 
a year of work. 

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti Al-Najat Charity dis-
tributed winter clothes to 400 relocated families, 
settling at a camp in Maarib Governorate, also in 
line with the campaign. Mohammad Al-Saeedi, an 
official  in charge of the relocated camps in 
Maarib, lauded the substantial Kuwaiti humanitar-
ian assistance for the displaced, who have lost 
their houses due to the fighting and violence. 
Humanitarian needs of the displaced Yemenis have 

drastically increased due to the military escalation 
witnessed in Maarib since months ago, he said. A 
large number of civilians escaped their homes in 
beleaguered Maarib, seeking shelter in relatively 
safer areas in Yemen. Some have already been 
relocated twice as arenas of fighting widens. 

Ihab Al-Dabbous, the chairman ‘Fahaheel Alms 
Committee’, an affiliate of Al-Najat Charity, indi-
cated in the meantime that the aid benefited 396 
families settling at the shanty towns in Maarib. 
Mohammad Al-Senab, the director of the local 
bureau of ‘Yanabee Al-Khair in Maarib’ society, 
executor of the relief project for the relocated, 
said that hundreds of people who lost their homes 
were in dire need for support, namely dwelling, 
food and water. — KUNA

Kuwait pursues relief in Yemen 
as part of seven-year campaign

‘Kuwait by Your Side’ campaign credited for projects in various cities

SANAA: Pictures showing various contributions as part of the ‘Kuwait by Your Side’ campaign in Yemen. — KUNA photos

Winter clothes 
distributed  
to 400 families

Continued from Page 1 
 
 asymptomatic cases go undetected despite 

intensified testing regimes since the beginning of 
the pandemic. Testing policies also vary from one 
country to another. Taking into account excess 
mortality linked to COVID-19, the World Health 
Organization estimates the overall death toll could 
be two to three times higher. 

Meanwhile, the total number of COVID-19 cases 
registered worldwide passed 300 million on Friday, 
with the Omicron variant’s rapid spread setting new 
infection records in dozens of countries over the 
last week. In the past seven days, 34 countries have 
recorded their highest number of weekly cases 
since the start of the pandemic, including 18 nations 
in Europe and seven in Africa, according to an AFP 
count based on official figures. 

While far more contagious than previous coron-
avirus variants, Omicron appears to cause less 
severe illness than its predecessors. France’s public 
health authority said Friday that the risk of hospital-
ization was about 70 percent lower for Omicron, 
However, with a global average of two million new 
cases being detected daily, experts warn the sheer 
numbers threaten to overwhelm health systems. 

World Health Organization chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that Omicron should 
not be categorized as mild, as it “is hospitalizing 
people and it is killing people”. “In fact, the tsunami 
of cases is so huge and quick, that it is overwhelm-
ing health systems around the world.” 

Omicron’s dizzying spread since being detected 
six weeks ago has prompted many nations to push 
harder for more vaccinations and some to clamp 
down with restrictions. Germany’s Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz said Friday that access to the country’s bars 
and restaurants will be limited to those who are fully 
vaccinated or have recovered from the virus and 
can also provide a negative test result. However, 
people who have received a booster shot will be 
exempted from the test requirement. 

In neighboring Austria, Chancellor Karl 
Nehammer meanwhile tested positive for COVID. 
“No cause for worry, I’m fine,” he said. “I continue 
to plead: get vaccinated.” In the United States, chal-
lenges against vaccine mandates imposed by the 
administration of President Joseph Biden were 
heard by the Supreme Court on Friday. Supreme 
Court Justice Elena Kagan asked: “Why isn’t this 
necessary to abate the grave risk?” “It is by far the 
greatest public health danger that this country has 
faced in the last century,” she added. 

As cases skyrocket in the US - which also broke its 
daily caseload record last week - Biden said that COVID 
“as we are dealing with it now is not here to stay”. “But 
having COVID in the environment - here and in the 
world - is probably here to stay.” — Agencies  
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Government bodies and schools will operate four-

and-a-half-days per week, closing at 12 pm on 
Fridays for a fixed prayer time of 1:15 pm, whereas the 
Muslim prayer schedule usually depends on the posi-
tion of the sun. 

Out of 195 businesses polled by human resources 
consultancy Mercer, only 23 percent were preparing 
to follow the four-and-a-half-day week, but more 
than half would switch to Saturday-Sunday week-
ends. “Luckily I have the same days off as my kids, 
but that’s not the case for my husband,” said Fati, who 
works in an international distribution company, asking 
not to give her full name. “He works for a multinational 
that hasn’t changed its schedule for the moment. I 
hope they will do it quickly, otherwise our family life 

will be ruined.” 
Nearly a third of companies are worried about the 

impact of being out of sync with other countries in the 
region, the Mercer poll found. “We work a lot with 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia,” said Rana, an employee of 
an events company who said some of her teams would 
have to work on Sundays. Dubai’s financial district was 
unusually quiet on Friday with large numbers working 
remotely, especially at a time of rising COVID levels 
when many children are also doing online schooling. 

“Today is the first working Friday, it feels a bit 
weird,” said Ahmad Bilbisi, 34, a banking employee. 
“It makes sense to me, at least for the banking 
industry. We are now working on the same day as 
everyone else in the world.” The new arrangement 
was a major talking point on social media, with one 
Twitter user complaining “it just feels so wrong”. 
“My body and mind have fully acclimatized to hav-
ing Fridays off. I think today is going to a long hard 
struggle,” the tweet reads. Sharjah, an emirate 
neighboring Dubai, has found a simple solution: 
Mandating Friday, Saturday and Sunday as a three-
day weekend. — AFP 
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Weighing the verdict, Walmsley said he kept think-

ing of “the terror of the young man running through 
Satilla Shores”. “He left his home apparently to go for 
a run and he ended up running for his life,” Walmsley 
said. “He was killed because individuals here in this 
courtroom took the law into their own hands.” 

The Arbery case had added to a burst of nation-
wide anger and protests in 2020 over police killings 
and mistreatment of African Americans, sparked ini-
tially by the death in May that year of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis. In June last year Derek Chauvin, the 
police officer who was filmed pressing his knee on 
Floyd’s neck until he lost consciousness, was sen-
tenced to 22.5 years in prison for murder. Three other 
now-former police officers who were at the scene will 

stand trial in March on charges of complicity in the 
homicide. 

Before the sentencing, members of Arbery’s fam-
ily asked the court to give the three the harshest 
possible penalty. “They each have no remorse and 
do not deserve any leniency,” said Arbery’s mother, 
Wanda Cooper-Jones. “This wasn’t a case of mis-
taken identity... They chose to target my son 
because they didn’t want him in their community.” 
“The man who killed my son has sat in this court-
room every single day next to his father. I’ll never 
get that chance to sit next to my son ever again, not 
at a dinner table, not at a holiday and not at a wed-
ding,” said his father Marcus Arbery. 

Graphic cellphone video taken by Bryan showed 
the armed men following Arbery in their trucks for 
about five minutes, suspecting with no evidence that 
he might have been a burglar. Arbery repeatedly tried 
to avoid them, but was blocked by the trucks and then 
shot and killed by Travis McMichael. The men claimed 
they were trying to make a “citizens’ arrest,” which 
was legal in Georgia at the time. — AFP 
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“We are losing valuable natural resources for 

which we could get significant profits and use them 
for improving the well-being of our people,” he said 
in televised remarks. Berdymukhamedov instructed 

officials to “find a solution to extinguish the fire”. 
The crater was created in 1971 during a Soviet 

drilling accident that hit a gas cavern, causing the 
drilling rig to fall in and the earth to collapse under-
neath it. To prevent the dangerous fumes from 
spreading, the Soviets decided to burn off the gas 
by setting it on fire. The pit has been ablaze ever 
since and previous attempts to put it out have been 
unsuccessful. The resulting crater - 70 m wide and 
20 m deep - is a popular tourist attraction in the ex-
Soviet country. In 2018, the president officially 
renamed it to the “Shining of Karakum”. — AFP 
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