
ADELAIDE: Australia’s Ashleigh Barty continued her 
excellent form this week when she dismantled fifth 
seed Iga Swiatek in the semi-finals of the season-
opening Adelaide International yesterday. Barty, the 
world number one, dominated her Polish opponent to 
win 6-2, 6-4 and show why she will go into this 
month’s Australian Open as a firm favorite. 

She will take on Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina in 
the final after the seventh seed beat Japanese player 
Misaki Doi 6-4, 6-3 in the first match on centre court. 
Barty has had a tough draw this week-facing three 
players inside the top 25 - but has gotten better each 
match. She had pulled out of all tennis following 
September’s US Open because of the pandemic. 

Barty came back from a set and a break down to 
rising American teenage star Coco Gauff in the second 
round, then demolished former Australian Open cham-
pion Sofia Kenin in the quarter-finals. “This tourna-
ment was exceptionally tough right the way through,” 
Barty said. “There were certainly no easy matches, but 
I love to test myself against the best in the world and 
tonight was no different. 

“I felt like each match I’ve got progressively better 
and hopefully I’ve got a little bit left in the tank for 
tomorrow.” Barty broke Swiatek twice in the first set 
and once in the second, taking advantage of 31 
unforced errors from her opponent. She served beau-
tifully once again-Swiatek only had two break points 
opportunities in the match, once in each set. But Barty 
also tormented Swiatek with her range of shots, the 
world number nine particularly struggling with the 
Australian’s slice backhand. 

In the first semi-final, Rybakina started slowly but 
had too much firepower for Doi, winning 6-4, 6-3 in 
83 minutes. She served nine aces and hit 22 winners in 
the straight-sets win to book her place in the final. The 
22-year-old, who stands 1.84 metres (6 feet) tall, went 

into the tournament ranked 14th in the world. 
Reaching the final will see her rise to 12th, and if 

she beats Barty she will end the week as world num-
ber 11. Against Doi, Rybakina looked sluggish early 
and dropped her first service game. But in a match of 
few long rallies, she broke straight back and then again 
at 5-4 to take the first set in 40 minutes. She found her 
range and was never troubled on serve, while Doi 
came under increasing pressure from her opponent’s 
powerful hitting. 

Rybakina broke at 3-3 in the second, then again at 
5-3 to claim a comfortable win. In the men’s semi-
finals, second-seeded Russian Karen Khachanov 
ousted the big-serving Marin Cilic 7-6 (7/3), 6-3. 
Khachanov played more consistently than his Croatian 
opponent, whose forehand began to misfire in the first 
set tiebreak and during the second set. — AFP 
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Defending champ Bucks rout Nets
VanVleet leads Raptors past Jazz; Raptors clobber short-handed Jazz 

LOS ANGELES: Giannis Antetokounmpo scored a 
game-high 31 points as the defending NBA champi-
on Milwaukee Bucks dominated the Brooklyn Nets 
in a 121-109 wire-to-wire victory on Friday night. 
The Bucks spread the scoring around as 
Antetokounmpo led six Bucks in double figure scor-
ing, including all five starters in front of a crowd of 
17,700 at the Barclays Center. This was 
Antetokounmpo’s seventh straight 30-point game 
against the Nets. 

“There is a lot of excitement in the air when you 
play Brooklyn,” said Antetokounmpo. “We got wide 
open shots. We defended and we helped one anoth-
er. We played well.” The Bucks welcomed the return 
of Antetokounmpo, who was a late scratch from 
their last game on Wednesday with a non-COVID-
19 illness. Antetokounmpo recently missed five 

games due to the NBA’s COVID-19 measures and is 
averaging 32 points and more than 10 rebounds per 
game in six contests since returning. 

“He comes with the killer knockout blow,” Bucks 
acting head coach Darvin Ham said of 
Antetokounmpo. “Once he sees us in position, he 
knows what spots he wants to get to.” The Bucks beat 
the Nets in seven games in the Eastern Conference 
semi-finals last season before going on to win the 
NBA championship. On Friday, Khris Middleton 
scored 15 of his 20 points in the third quarter and 
Bobby Portis scored 20 of his 25 in the first half for 
Milwaukee, who ended a two-game losing skid. 

Kevin Durant had 29 points, nine rebounds and 
seven assists in the loss. James Harden finished with 
16 points, nine rebounds and seven assists. The Nets 
lost their fourth game in the past five and have 

dropped five straight at home. They were without 
Kyrie Irving who is only allowed to play in road 
games after refusing to get vaccinated against the 
coronavirus. Irving is not permitted to play at home 
because of New York City’s vaccine mandates. 

In Toronto, Fred VanVleet finished with a triple-
double of 37 points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists as 
the Toronto Raptors clobbered the short-handed 
Utah Jazz 122-108. VanVleet scored 24 points in the 
third quarter alone as he recorded his first career 
triple double. OG Anunoby added 22 points for the 
Raptors, who have won five straight. 

VanVleet said his teammates made it easy for 
him to score. “I really thought it was the defense, to 
be honest with you,” VanVleet said, “just picking up 
full court and trying to generate some aggressive-
ness.” Pascal Siakam added 17 points, Chris 

Boucher had 13 points and Scottie Barnes had 11 
points and nine rebounds in the win. Utah was miss-
ing eight players, including All-Stars Donovan 
Mitchell (back strain) and Rudy Gobert (health and 
safety protocols). 

Also sitting out for the Jazz were Joe Ingles 
(COVID-19 protocol), Mike Conley (knee), Bojan 
Bogdanovic (finger), Royce O’Neale (knee), Rudy 
Gay (heel) and Jordan Clarkson (back). In Chicago, 
Zach LaVine’s scored a game-high 27 points as the 
Chicago Bulls extended their winning streak to nine 
games with a 130-122 defeat of the Washington 
Wizards. It is the Bulls longest winning streak in 10 
seasons. In Los Angeles, LeBron James scored 32 
points and Malik Morris finished with 29 as the Los 
Angeles Lakers beat the Atlanta Hawks 134-118 for 
their fourth consecutive win. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Giannis Antetokounmpo #34 of the Milwaukee Bucks has a shot defended by LaMarcus Aldridge #21 of the Brooklyn Nets during the first quarter at Barclays Center on January 07, 2022. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Felix Auger-Aliassime and Denis 
Shapovalov stunned defending champions Russia 
yesterday in a decisive doubles rubber to send 
Canada storming into an ATP Cup final against Spain. 
Their Sydney showdown went to the wire after 
Shapovalov neutralized Roman Safiullin 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 
in the opening singles match. But world number two 
Daniil Medvedev then thrashed 11th-ranked Auger-
Aliassime 6-4, 6-0 to level it up with a flawless per-
formance in an ominous warning ahead of the 
Australian Open later this month. 

It forced the match into a doubles shoot-out 
which looked to be going Russia’s way only for 
Canada to find an extra gear and grind out a 4-6, 7-
5, 10-7 win to make their first-ever final in the team 
event. “Felix did an amazing job. I had a little bit of a 
slow start, had trouble returning, but we did a good 
job to fight,” said Shapovalov, who missed Canada’s 
first singles match at the tournament while he recov-
ered from COVID-19. 

“We have great team chemistry, team spirit, so it 
helped us a lot.” Auger-Aliassime admitted he was 
down on confidence after crashing so heavily in the 
singles against Medvedev, but said his long-time 
friend Shapovalov helped him re-focus. “I had to try 
and stay positive. Of course, it was tough, especially 
(because) that second set went the way it went in sin-
gles,” he said. 

“Denis helped me and the team to push myself. We 
had a tough start in the doubles, so to be able to 
come back in this way, it’s really a team effort. “That’s 
what the ATP Cup is about. You can still win after 
being 1-all and losing a tough singles.” Their reward is 
a clash with 2020 runners-up face Spain on Sunday 
and they have a big task ahead against the unflap-
pable Roberto Bautista Agut and his solid teammate 
Pablo Carreno Busta. Both players are both in red-hot 

form, each winning all four of their singles encounters 
so far. 

Medvedev led Auger-Aliassime 2-0 in their singles 
head-to-heads going into the match, with his most 
recent triumph coming in a massive clash in last year’s 
US Open semi-finals, a tournament he went on to win. 
But Auger-Aliassime nevertheless had confidence 
heading into the match after defeating world number 
three Alexander Zverev on Thursday. 

The Russian master, however, never let him settle 
and cruised to victory in 69 minutes. The Canadian 
started well and used his serve to control points, but 
when he was broken at 4-4 in the first set his game 
unravelled. “He was serving just aces, playing good, so 
I knew I just had to stay in the match, try to do what I 
can, what’s possible against his big game,” said 
Medvedev, who will be the top seed at the Australian 
Open should Novak Djokovic not play. — AFP 

Barty dismantles Swiatek  
in Adelaide semi-finals

ADELAIDE: Ashleigh Barty of Australia hits a fore-
hand against Iga Swiatek of Poland during their 
women’s singles semi-final match yesterday. — AFP 

Canada stun Russia,  
book ATP Cup final

SYDNEY: Roman Safiullin (right) and Daniil 
Medvedev of Russia return the ball during their 
men’s doubles semi-final match yesterday. — AFP 


