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MoH reports over 16,500 
COVID cases since Jan 1

People urged to comply with health measures • Situation in schools under control
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The ministry of health yesterday report-
ed 2,999 new coronavirus cases, the highest number 
ever on a single day since the outbreak of the pan-
demic. This number is greatly larger than the number 
of cases reported in the three months between Sept 
15 and Dec 15, during which only around 2,500 cases 
were reported, according to official figures. This 
shows the intensity of the disease in the current 
wave.  

As many as 16,800 new cases were reported by 
ministry in the first nine days of January, with over 
20,000 new cases reported since the middle of 
December, around 10 times the rate reported in the 
previous three months. The ministry yesterday urged 
people to shun travel plans except in urgent cases 
and called on people arriving from abroad to comply 
with home quarantine procedures.  

The ministry also called on the public in a state-
ment to comply with using facemasks to cover mouth 
and nose and not mingle with people when experi-
encing symptoms like coughing and sneezing. The 
Cabinet is expected to discuss today recommenda-
tions made by the coronavirus ministerial emergency 
committee, which met on Thursday. The nature of the 
recommendations has not yet been made public.  

The ministry has also urged the public to take the 

third booster dose, which reportedly strengthens the 
body’s immunity against COVID-19.  The ministry 
said people over 50 years of age who had taken the 
second dose six months ago can go to vaccination 
centers without prior appointment to take the third 
dose. People aged between 16 and 50 should take 
prior appointments for the third vaccine dose, 
according to the ministry. Kuwait on Thursday 
announced the newly appointed health minister 
Khaled Al-Saeed tested positive for the disease and 
was under home quarantine.  

Meanwhile, Education Ministry Undersecretary 
Ali Al-Yaqoub said yesterday that ministry has not 
decided to return to distance learning, adding that 
the situation at schools is well and under control. He 
said after attending a meeting at the National 
Assembly that the number of coronavirus cases 
among students is normal and at present there is no 
need to return to online learning. The official said the 
ministry allowed a number of foreign schools to 
implement online learning temporarily until a number 
of teachers end home quarantine after returning to 
the country.  

Separately, 10 MPs yesterday submitted a request 
calling to convene a special National Assembly ses-
sion to debate laws to create more jobs for citizens 
and resolving the problem of stateless people.  
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WASHINGTON/RIYADH: The United 
Nations found thousands of weapons recently 
seized in the Arabian Sea likely came from a sin-
gle port in Iran, evidence Tehran is exporting 
arms to Yemen and elsewhere, The Wall Street 
Journal reported Saturday. Yemen has been 
wracked by civil war since 2014, pitting Iran-
backed Houthi rebels against the internationally 
recognized government. The UN imposed an 
arms embargo on the Houthis in 2015. 

The United States as well as ally Saudi 
Arabia - which leads the military coalition 
backing the Yemeni government - have long 
accused Iran of supplying the Houthis with 
weapons, a charge Tehran denies. Citing a con-
fidential report by a UN Security Council panel 
of experts on Yemen, the Journal wrote that 
boats and land transport were used to smuggle 
weapons made in Russia, China and Iran into 
Yemen. The arms included rocket launchers, 
machine guns and sniper rifles, which had been 
seized by the US Navy in recent months.  

Boats used to transport the weapons had left 
from the southeastern Iranian port of Jask, the 
UN report found, based on interviews with the 
boat crew and data from the onboard naviga-
tional instruments, the Journal said. The rebel 
group’s deputy information minister denied Iran 
was smuggling weapons into Yemen, according 
to the Journal, and Tehran said the weapons 
were not sold or transported to the country. 

Meanwhile, Saudi coalition says Yemen 
rebels the Saudi-led military coalition on 
Saturday accused the Houthi rebels and their 
Iranian backers of using two Red Sea ports for 
military purposes, after the Houthis seized an 
Emirati-flagged vessel. They captured the 
Rwabee ship on Monday, off the key rebel-held 
Red Sea port of Hodeida, alleging it contained 
military materiel. Saudi Arabia condemned what 
it called piracy against a civilian vessel that car-
ried medical supplies. 
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ALMATY: This handout picture taken and released yesterday shows 
Russian military vehicles moving along an airfield after a military cargo 
plane landed. — AFP 

RUMAH: Saudi cameleers and horsewomen take part in a parade during 
the sixth edition of the King Abdulaziz Camel Festival on Saturday. —AFP 

Moammar Nakhleh, the father of 17 year-old 
Palestinian prisoner Amal, shows a photograph 
of his son in the Jalazun refugee camp near of 
Ramallah on Saturday. — AFP 

ALMATY: More than 150 people 
have died and almost 6,000 have 
been arrested in Kazakhstan following 
violent riots in Central Asia’s largest 
country this week, media reported 
yesterday citing the health ministry. 
The energy-rich nation of 19 million 
people has been rocked by a week of 
upheaval, with a number of foreigners 

detained over the unrest. At least 164 
people were killed in the riots, includ-
ing 103 in the largest city Almaty, 
which saw some of the fiercest clashes 
between protesters and security 
forces. 

The new figures - which have not 
been independently verified - mark a 
drastic increase in the death toll. 
Officials previously said 26 “armed 
criminals” had been killed and that 16 
security officers had died. In total, 
5,800 people have been detained for 
questioning, the presidency said in a 
statement yesterday. The figures 
included “a substantial number of 
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AL-JALAZUN REFUGEE CAMP: Palestinian 
teenager Amal Nakhleh’s first name means “hope” in 
Arabic, but his parents are in despair because he is 
chronically ill and one of the few minors held with-
out charge by the Zionist entity. “Since his arrest 
last year I have only seen him twice, including last 
week when he told me he wanted to go on hunger 
strike,” journalist Moammar Nakhleh said of his 17-

year-old son. “This scares me because he is already 
very weak,” from myasthenia, a rare neuromuscular 
disease, and underwent surgery in 2020 to have a 
tumor removed from his rib cage, Nakhleh said. 

Zionist authorities accuse Amal of throwing 
stones at soldiers and have held him for a year in 
administrative detention. The practice allows for 
suspects to be detained without charge for renew-
able six-month terms while investigations are ongo-
ing. Amal faces a new hearing today, and his father 
is worried that his detention could be renewed. 

Administrative detention has been criticized by 
the Palestinians, human rights groups and foreign 
governments, who charge that the Zionist entity 
abuses it.  
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RUMAH, Saudi Arabia: Saudi 
women, in a first for the conservative 
kingdom, have paraded their camels 
in a beauty pageant for the prized 
“ships of the desert”. “I hope today to 
reach a certain social standing, 
inshallah (God willing),” said Lamia 
Al-Rashidi, 27, who participated at 

the weekend contest in the Rumah 
desert northeast of the capital 
Riyadh. The event, part of the presti-
gious King Abdelaziz Festival, was 
previously a men-only affair. 

“I’ve been interested in camels 
ever since I was little,” said Rashidi, 
whose family owns 40 camels. “Once 
this event was opened to women, I 
decided to participate,” said the 
young woman, wearing a black face 
covering and with a colorful shawl 
over her shoulders. The top five in the 
field of about 40 participants in the 
women’s event went home with total  
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