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Kuwaiti parliament, Cabinet recorded 
several achievements in last decade 

Report details achievements made in the past 10 years

KUWAIT: The National Assembly and Cabinet 
have recorded several achievements, proposing, 
passing, executing and legislating important laws 
and regulations in the last decade, affirmed an offi-
cial in a report yesterday. Acting Undersecretary of 
the State Ministry for National Assembly Affairs Dr 
Ahmad Al-Haifi said in his report that both the 
executive and legislative authorities had worked 
together to put out laws and projects benefiting the 
people of Kuwait and developing the country. He 
affirmed that Kuwait improved its ranking in various 
global indicators with the most prominent achieve-
ment being the selection of Kuwait by the UN as a 
‘global humanitarian center’ and choosing His 
Highness the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah as a ‘humanitarian leader’. 

Kuwait had also improved its ranking in youth 
development for 2021, ranking first on the Arab level 
and 27th globally, he noted, adding that Kuwait was 
the first ranked in food security on the Arab level 
and second in the security and quality of life in the 
Arab region. On the sovereign wealth fund level, 

Kuwait ranked first Arab-wise and third internation-
ally with its fund going up to $738 billion after it 
was at $270 billion in 2011; an unprecedented 

record for a fund within a decade framework. 
Dr Haifi noted that the State of Kuwait had 

embarked or finalized several major projects includ-
ing the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway, the 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital, the Clean Fuel 
Project, and so on. He noted that within the housing 
domain, Kuwait had distributed 70,000 housing 

units since 2012 in ambitious housing projects in 
Mutla area, South Saad Al-Abdullah, South Sabah 
Al-Ahmad, South Abdullah Al-Mubarak, South 
Khaitan, Wafra, and West Mubarak Al-Abdullah. 
Kuwait had improved in standing within the health 
sector since 2019, gaining praise from international 
entities such as the World Health Organization 
(WHO), revealed Haifi. He added that economic 
reports had shown that the Kuwait stock exchange 
(Boursa Kuwait) had gained recognition from com-
panies such Morgan Stanley, which listed the 
bourse in its emerging market index with about $3.3 
billion following in the market. 

The Public Institution for Social Security (PIFSS) 
had achieved record income with $18.9 billion in the 
first nine months of 2020, the best investment per-
formance by the institution since its inception, indi-
cated Haifi. Within the realm of youth development 
and sponsorship, Haifi revealed that establishing the 
National Fund for Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development, with a capital of KD 1 billion, had suc-
ceeded in supporting over 400 youth-ran projects. 

Kuwait had dedicated various awards to support 
the youth, said Haifi who also touched on the cultur-
al and sports achievements in Kuwait including the 
establishment of the Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural 
Center (JACC), the Jaber Al-Ahmad Stadium, the 
Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber international tennis 
complex and so on. The infrastructure also saw the 
opening of 10 main bridges on highways and seven 
main roads, said Haifi. On the foreign policy level, 
Kuwait played an integral role in the GCC reconcili-
ation of 2017 and also Kuwait’s humanitarian out-
reach had been recognized by the UN. 

The legislative level also huge developments, 
stated Haifi in his report, saying that a number of 
837 legislations with 218 being new ones represent-
ing 26 percent of the total sum of laws issued by 
parliament since inception. The parliament since 
2012 had issued various laws defending the welfare 
of the youth and their small and medium size proj-
ects and also supported laws securing retirees, fam-
ilies and people with special needs rights, he 
affirmed. — KUNA
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The lawmakers proposed the session to be held 

on Wednesday, but there has been no immediate 

response from the speaker or the government.  
The motion, backed by some other lawmakers, 

demands that the Assembly debates amendments to 
a number of laws to create more job opportunities 
for Kuwaiti citizens in the public sector. They also 
want to debate a draft law calling to grant over 
100,000 bedoons their basic civil rights of free edu-
cation and health services, in addition to easy access 
to personal documents, until their problem is perma-
nently resolved. 
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The coalition has been fighting for nearly seven 

years in support of Yemen’s internationally-backed 
government against the Iran-backed Houthis. The 
alliance has lately stepped up its accusations 
against the rebels and Iran, alongside an escalation 
in fighting. In late December the coalition accused 
the Houthis of “militarizing” the airport in the rebel-
held capital Sanaa. Iran has repeatedly denied US 
and Saudi accusations that it arms the rebels. 

The seized ship is being detained in the Houthi-
held port of Salif, north of Hodeida - both of which 
are crucial entry points for aid supplies to Yemen’s 

largely rebel-held north, including Sanaa. “Hodeida 
is the main port of arrival for Iranian ballistic mis-
siles,” coalition spokesman Turki Al-Malki told a 
news conference. The coalition has enforced an air 
and sea blockade of rebel-held territory since 2016. 

Showing images that he said demonstrated rebel 
military activity in the Red Sea, Malki said the ves-
sel’s seizure was organized from Hodeida port and 
that Salif was used for the “manufacture” of military 
material. On Tuesday, the coalition said Yemen’s 
rebel-held ports would be considered “legitimate 
military targets” unless the vessel was freed. 

The Houthis on Saturday broadcast images on 
their Al-Masirah television channel that they said 
were taken on the seized vessel showing “armored 
vehicles”, “buses for soldiers” and other equipment. 
In 2018 the warring sides agreed on a ceasefire at 
Hodeida, supported by a United Nations mission 
with the aim of demilitarizing the ports including 
Hodeida and Salif. —AFP 
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 foreign nationals”, it said without elaborating. 
“The situation has stabilized in all regions of the 

country,” even if security forces were continuing 
“clean-up” operations, the statement added after 
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev held a crisis meet-
ing. Fuel price rises sparked the unrest that broke out 
a week ago in the country’s west but quickly spread to 
large cities, including the economic hub Almaty, where 
riots erupted and police opened fire using live rounds. 

The interior ministry, quoted yesterday by local 
media, put property damage at around Ä175 million 
($199 million). More than 100 businesses and banks 
were attacked and looted and more than 400 vehicles 
destroyed, the ministry reportedly said. A relative calm 
appeared to have returned to Almaty, with police 
sometimes firing shots into the air to stop people 
approaching the city’s central square, an AFP corre-
spondent said. Supermarkets were reopening yester-
day, media reported, amid fears of food shortages. 

Kazakhstan said Saturday its former security chief 
had been arrested for suspected treason. News of the 

detention of Karim Masimov, a former prime minister 
and longtime ally of Kazakhstan’s ex-leader Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, came amid speculation of a power strug-
gle in the ex-Soviet nation. The domestic intelligence 
agency, the National Security Committee (KNB), 
announced Masimov had been detained on Thursday 
on suspicion of high treason. 

The arrest came after protests turned into wide-
spread violence, with government buildings in Almaty 
stormed and set ablaze. Masimov, 56, was fired at the 
height of the unrest on Wednesday, when Tokayev also 
took over from Nazarbayev as head of the powerful 
security council. Nazarbayev’s spokesman Aidos 
Ukibay on Sunday again denied rumors the ex-presi-
dent had left the country and said he supported the 
president. Ukibay added that Nazarbayev voluntarily 
ceded control of the security council. 

In a hardline address to the nation on Friday, 
Tokayev said 20,000 “armed bandits” had attacked 
Almaty and authorised his forces to shoot to kill with-
out warning. Much of the public anger appeared 
directed at Nazarbayev, who is 81 and had ruled 
Kazakhstan since 1989 before handing over power. 
Many protesters shouted “old man out!” in reference 
to Nazarbayev, and a statue of him was torn down in 
the southern city of Taldykorgan. Critics accuse him 
and his family of staying in control behind the scenes 
and accumulating vast wealth at the expense of ordi-
nary citizens. — AFP 
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Leading Zionist newspaper Haaretz joined the fray 

days ago with an editorial entitled “Enough with 
administrative detentions”. “It’s time for (the Zionist 
entity) to learn to forgo this undemocratic, corrupt 
practice of unlimited administrative detention, without 
evidence or charges that can be refuted,” Haaretz said. 

The editorial highlighted the case of Hisham Abu 
Hawash, one of more than 450 Palestinians held for 
more than a year in administrative detention by the 
Zionist entity. Six teenagers are among these prison-
ers, according to the Zionist human rights group 

Hamoked. Tuesday’s editorial came as Abu Hawash, a 
40-year-old member of the Islamic Jihad movement, 
ended a 141-day hunger strike after Zionist entity 
agreed to his eventual release. 

The deal proposed to Abu Hawash, a father of five, 
stipulates that his detention will not be extended 
beyond Feb 26, in return for his ending his fast. “If the 
state had evidence against Abu Hawash, it should have 
charged him. If not, it had to release him immediately,” 
Haaretz said. According to the paper, military prose-
cutors “had no unclassified evidence on which to draft 
an indictment to present to a military court” in the Abu 
Hawash case. 

But for the Shin Bet domestic security agency, 
“‘confidential material’ is enough for a military com-
mander to sign an order for six months of administra-
tive detention, and an additional one six months later, 
repeat ad infinitum”. — AFP 
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prize money of one million riyals (about 

$260,000). The camels’ beauty is judged on several 
criteria, but the shape and size of the lips, neck and 
hump are the main attributes. In December, several 
participants were disqualified because their animals 
had undergone botox injections. In a parade at the 
event on the red sand track of Rumah, women in 
black on horseback rode ahead of men in white 
robes on camels as male musicians, some with 
swords, danced to the beat of drums. 

Saudi Arabia is seeking to diversify its economy 
away from oil, investing heavily in the tourism, 

entertainment and sports sectors. The shift has 
enabled women to get behind the wheel and take 
part in mixed-gender settings. “Women have always 
been an integral part of bedouin society. They 
owned and looked after camels,” said Mohammed 
Al-Harbi, a manager of the festival. Women’s partic-
ipation was in keeping with “the historical heritage” 
of Saudi Arabia, he told AFP. 

Munira Al-Mishkhas, another participant, chimed 
in: “Camels have been a part of us for a long time, 
but staging a contest for us (women) is a big step 
forward.” At just seven years old, Malath bint Enad 
was the youngest contestant and her animal won 
third prize. Her proud father, a 35-year-old camel 
dealer who said he owns more than 200 beasts, was 
very pleased with the entrance of women. 

“This will increase enthusiasm for the festival and 
increase the value of the camels,” said Enad bin 
Sultan, clad in traditional costume and red-and-
white keffiyeh headdress. — AFP 
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