
KUWAIT: Undersecretary of Ministry
of Education Dr Ali Al-Yaqoub con-
firmed yesterday that the ministry is
ready to adapt with all health conditions
in the country through a tight plan.
“Regarding latest update at operation
theatre in the Ministry, health status
inside schools in all the educational
zones is stable. The number of coron-
avirus cases is normal and there is no
cause for panic,” said Dr Yaqoub in a
statement to the press. Tests for the first
midterms in the intermediate and sec-
ondary stages are proceeding normally
without any obstacles, the official con-
firmed, stressing that the continuity of
students’ return to school seats is a nec-
essary step to ensure the quality of edu-
cation and its outputs. “Out of our
responsibility as educational officials, we
are keen to maintain professional educa-
tional standards and implement health
regulations in order to achieve the
desired goals of the educational
process”, he added.

“The ‘A and B’ categories system
adopted during the first semester is
approved right now and will be applied
in the second semester without any
changes, and there is no decision until
now to return to the online learning,”
Yaqoub explained. The implementation
of the online education plan as in the
academic year 2020-2021 represents the
last option of the Ministry of
Education and depends on the nature
of health developments in the country,
he said. “Our aspirations, hopes and
goals are directed towards the return
of full formal education in schools as
was done before the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” he continued.

Regarding allowing some private
schools to use online education,
Yaqoub said that the decision was
made temporarily until all staff members
end their quarantine period, especially
for those coming from abroad, he con-
firmed. As for the ministry’s plan to

ensure the safe return to schools, Yaqoub
said that these measures include strict
health and educational supervision of the
regulatory procedures approved by the

Ministry of Health. It also includes ensur-
ing family follow-up for the students,
providing mobile canteens, rearranging

the curriculum and focusing on teaching
the skills that the learner needs for direct
education, as well as to keep students
away from closed places and prevent

crowding.
He stressed the ministry’s keenness

to conduct a continuous review of the
return plan, including the continues fol-
low-up to the sterilization operations of
schools and ensuring the readiness of
buildings and educational classroom
that includes maintenance of air condi-
tioning, safety of facilities. The plan
also is taking into account the availabil-
ity of security and safety factors as well
as providing all aspects of support,

especially students of special needs,
through social and psychological service
offices in educational districts. — KUNA
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Kuwait’s Education Ministry to adapt with
all health conditions: Undersecretary

Official says in-class teaching necessary to ensure quality of education

Online classes
until teachers 

end quarantine

KUWAIT: This October 3, 2021 file photo shows students attending in class under
strict health precautions. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The education ministry
yesterday said the situation in
schools in Kuwait is reassuring
despite an increase in COVID-19
cases in the country. Education
Ministry Undersecretary Ali Al-
Yaqoub said some foreign schools
were allowed to resume education
online temporarily “until teachers
end their quarantine period” fol-
lowing the winter break. Yaqoub
added that current midterm exams
for intermediate and high school
students are proceeding smoothly
in class, noting that the current
system will continue in the second
semester for the time being. 

Kuwait reported 2,999 new
COVID-19 cases yesterday, set-
ting a new record in daily infec-
tions for the fifth straight day as
the country battles a new wave of
the disease. “Our school will defi-
nitely follow the decisions set by
the government. We trust the wis-
dom of our national leaders in
Kuwait,” one school’s administra-
tion manager told Kuwait Times. 

Like most countries around the
world, Kuwait shut down schools
and universities from March 2020
due to the coronavirus pandemic
and resorted to online education.
Students returned to schools on
Sept 25, 2021 after 18 months after
strict implementation of health
protocols. The government had

planned to return to 100 percent
on-campus classes by February
2022, but these plans seem to have
been delayed. 

“In our school, we are already
running the hybrid system. We
have students reporting to school
and other students staying at home
and vice versa. If the decision of
the Kuwaiti government is to delay
the on-campus education of 100
percent of students, we are ready
to follow it. We have no issues
because we’ve been implementing
the hybrid system for the past two
years, so we are prepared. We are
thankful because our school never
encountered COVID-19 among
our students; we are following the
strict health protocols set by the
ministry of health and the ministry
of education,” he said.

Meanwhile, a teacher at an
international school in Hawally
said the Omicron variant has cre-
ated more troubles for teachers as
well as students. “The learning
environment will face multiple
challenges again and will disrupt
the abilities of our students. The
school calendar will also be affect-
ed. Technically speaking, Internet
outages and fatigue by learners
and teachers will be back once
more. I pray we don’t go back to
the 2020-2021 situation and hope
the pandemic will end soon, as it is
robbing most of our energies and
positivity,” she said.

CAN launches
thyroid cancer
awareness campaign
KUWAIT: Cancer Awareness Nation (CAN)
Board Chairman Dr Khaled Al-Saleh said yester-
day thyroid cancer primarily affected women more
than men, but it was more than 90 percent a cur-
able disease. In a speech during the launching cer-
emony of thyroid cancer awareness campaign at
CAN training center in Al-Sabah Health District,
Saleh said that in case of early detection, the sur-
vival rate from this type of cancer reaches 99.5
percent. Thyroid cancer does not cause any symp-
toms at first, but as it grows, it can cause neck pain
and swelling, he said. According to the latest sta-
tistics of Kuwait Cancer Control Center (KCCC) in
2016, thyroid cancer came in second place after
breast cancer for women, as the number of diag-
nosed cases reached 231, Saleh said. Surgery is the
best treatment, Saleh said, pointing out that surgi-
cal removal operations are not dangerous and
allow treatment through radioactive iodine, as the
treatment available in all Kuwait hospitals, with the

need to adhere to the treatment plan and regular
follow-up. The campaign aims to raise awareness
of thyroid cancer and encourages changing the
unhealthy lifestyle, he said. — KUNA

KRCS supports
humanity efforts 
in line with
Kuwait’s policy
KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Red Crescent
Society (KRCS) Dr Hilal Al-Sayer affirmed yester-
day that the society will always support humanitari-
an efforts according to Kuwait’s charitable policy.
On the 56th anniversary of its foundation on

January 10, 1966, Dr Sayer praised the huge efforts
by all volunteers in order to enhance Kuwaiti
humanitarian role in assisting all disasters’ victims.
The society has been promoting aid in various
fields since its establishment spreading all over to
reach 104 countries worldwide, he added. Dr Sayer
also said that the KRCS offered last year donations
to several countries in order to beat the coronavirus
pandemic. The society has permanent programs for
supporting local institutions like houses for the
orphans, disabled, and elderly people, he said,
adding that the KRCS also supports more than
5,000 needy families who have been registered in
its records. KRCS is an independent institution and
works as an affiliation to the State authorities in the
humanitarian field. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Cancer Awareness Nation (CAN) Board
Chairman Dr Khaled Al-Saleh speaks during the thyroid
cancer campaign. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society workers participate in a campaign in Kuwait. — KUNA

Schools follow govt 
decisions in hopes 
of full return 


