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KHARTOUM: Sudanese protesters walk past burning tyres as they rally to protest against the October 2021 military coup, in the capital Khartoum, yesterday. —AFP

Sudan security forces fire tear 
gas as thousands protest coup  

‘No, no to military rule,’ as demonstrators chant waving the national flag
KHARTOUM: Security forces fired tear gas yes-
terday as thousands rallied in Sudan’s capital
Khartoum and other cities, witnesses said, keeping
up pressure on the military following a coup 11
weeks ago. The coup, led by army chief General
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan on October 25, derailed a
power-sharing transition between the military and
civilians that had been painstakingly established in
the wake of longtime autocrat Omar-al-Bashir’s
ouster in 2019.

Security forces fired tear gas as pro-democracy
protesters headed towards the presidential palace
in central Khartoum as well as in North Khartoum,
witnesses said. Main streets around the capital
have been sealed off to prevent people converging
there and at army headquarters-the epicentre of
mass demonstrations that forced Bashir out.

Protesters  a lso ra l l ied in  Omdurman,
Khartoum’s twin city across the Nile, and Wad
Madani to the south, witnesses said. “No, no to
military rule,” the demonstrators chanted as they

waved the national flag.
“We will not take less than a full civilian govern-

ment,” said 27-year-old protester Ammar Hamed in
Khartoum. The protests since the coup-one of sev-

eral power grabs in Sudan’s post-independence
history-has been met with a crackdown that has
killed at least 60 people, according to medics.

Authorities have repeatedly denied using live

ammunition in confronting protesters and insist
scores of security forces have been wounded dur-
ing demonstrations that have often “deviated from
peacefulness”. 

Medics decry hospital raids 
Medics in white coats were seen joining yester-

day’s rallies to protest the security forces’ storming
of hospitals and medical facilities during previous
demonstrations. The Central Committee of
Sudanese Doctors, affiliated with the protest move-
ment, said Saturday that medics will deliver a mem-
orandum to UN officials listing and complaining
about “assaults” against such facilities.

Last week, Sudan’s civilian prime minister
Abdalla Hamdok resigned saying the country was
at a “dangerous crossroads threatening its very
survival”. He had only taken his position back up on
November 21, having originally been ousted along
with his government in the October coup.

On Saturday, the United Nations said it would

facilitate talks between key Sudanese stakeholders
in a bid to resolve the crisis. But the Forces for
Freedom and Change (FFC), the civilian alliance
which spearheaded the protests against Bashir and
became integral to the transition government, said
it had not received “any details” about the UN ini-
tiative. Yesterday, the Sudanese Professionals
Association-similarly instrumental in the anti-
Bashir protests-said it completely “rejected” the
UN-facilitated talks. “The way to resolve the
Sudanese crisis begins with the complete over-
throw of the putschist military council and the han-
dover of its members to face justice over the
killings committed against the defenceless (and)
peaceful Sudanese people,” the SPA said in a
statement.

Burhan has insisted that the October military
takeover “was not a coup” but only meant to “rec-
tify the course of the Sudanese transition”. The UN
Security Council is to meet on Wednesday to dis-
cuss the latest developments in Sudan. — AFP
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Nigeria attacks toll
climbs to 200 dead
ABUJA: Nigeria said yesterday that gunmen killed
at least 200 people and displaced thousands more
in multiple raids in the northwest over the last
week, dealing a heavy blow to authorities strug-
gling to restore order.

Herders and farmers in Africa’s most populous
country have clashed over access to land in north-
west and central Nigeria for years, but some
groups have evolved into criminal gangs known as
“bandits” who kill, loot and kidnap. The minister of
humanitarian affairs Sadiya Umar Farouq called the
past week’s attacks in Zamfara state “horrific and
tragic,” giving the first official toll after details
began filtering out early Saturday.

“Over 200 persons were buried... due to the
invasion by bandits,” she said in a statement con-
firmed by her spokeswoman Nneka Ikem Anibeze
yesterday. “We also worried about the displaced
persons who are fleeing in their hundreds from
their communities,” the minister added, saying that
relief material was sent to Zamfara.

The minister said more 10,000 people were dis-
placed when “their homes were razed by the ban-
dits while scores are still missing.” On Saturday,
four residents had told AFP that gunmen rampaged
through Anka and Bukkuyum districts over two
days, killing at least 140 people. Babandi Hamidu, a
resident of Kurfa Danya village said the militants
were shooting “anyone on sight”.

Bello Matawalle, the governor of Zamfara state
that borders Niger, downplayed the violence and
said only 58 people were killed. “The Emir of Anka
gave a list of 22 deaths while the Emir of Bukkuyum
gave a list of 36 victims,” said a spokesman for the
governor, Zailani Bappa, in a statement late on
Saturday.

Matawalle imposed highly restrictive measures
for almost three months last year, shutting down
telecoms, capping fuel sales and closing cattle mar-
kets, in an attempt to weaken the bandits but
attacks have continued.  —AFP


