
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital serv-
ice provider in Kuwait, concluded its
interactive promotional campaign ‘Score
with Zain’, through which the company
announced Duha Rashid Al-Huwaidi as
the winner of the BMW 420i coupe grand
prize. Throughout the campaign, Zain
awarded tens of customers with weekly
cash prizes and valuable smart devices.

The draw was held LIVE over 360
FM’s popular Al-Yaqout and Al-Ansari
show with the presence and supervision
of the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. The winner was contacted on
air after her name was drawn, and the

program featured many segments that
awarded valuable prizes to listeners in
celebration of the campaign’s conclusion. 

‘Score with Zain’ is one of the compa-
ny’s biggest interactive campaigns
launched exclusively for Zain customers
on a regular basis. The campaign comes as
part of Zain’s continuous efforts to offer its
customers the latest innovative solutions
in the world of Value-Added Services. The
company is always keen on offering the
best and most advanced services to its
customer base, which makes up the
largest family of subscribes in Kuwait. 

The campaign offered unique daily

content via SMS, which tested the gen-
eral knowledge of subscribers for a
chance to win a weekly cash prize and
valuable smart devices. In addition,
‘Score with Zain’ featured the BMW
420i coupe grand prize which Zain
awarded at the end of the campaign.
Zain continuously works on improving all
its services to continue its tireless efforts
towards adopting the latest and most
advanced solutions, with the aim of
maintaining its leadership position in the
Kuwaiti market. The company affirms its
promise to always offer a variety of
services and solutions to meet the per-

sonal and professional needs of Kuwait’s
largest family of subscribers.

Zain strives to offer customers the lat-
est services and solutions in the world of
Value-Added Services, all with the aim
of surpassing customers’ expectations.

The company will continue to lead the
Kuwaiti telecom sector by launching
unprecedented services, products, and
solutions in addition to value added
services geared at maintaining its lead-
ing position in the country.  
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‘Score with Zain’ crowns Al-Huwaidi 
with BMW 420i coupe grand prize

Company awards tens of customers with cash prizes and smart devices

LAS VEGAS: As it pursues the goal of
fully autonomous driving, Tesla has bet
entirely on cameras and artificial intelli-
gence, shunning other commonly used
tools such as laser detection. Tesla
Chief Executive Elon Musk has touted
a system built around eight “surround”
cameras that feed data into the auto’s
“deep neural network,” according to
Tesla’s website.

But as with so many other things
involving Tesla, there is controversy. At
the giant Consumer Electronic Show
(CES) in Las Vegas, Luminar
Technologies has set up a demonstra-
tion of two autos moving at about 30
miles per-hour towards the silhouette
of a child.

A car utilizing Luminar’s lidar, a
laser-based system, stops in advance of
trouble, while its rival, a Tesla, careens
into the mannequin. Lumar’s experi-
ment, which was not verified by an out-
side expert, was intended as a “side-
by-side comparison” to let people
“really evaluate the difference,”
Luminar’s Aaron Jefferson told AFP.

“In perfect driving conditions, the
right sunny day, cameras can do a lot,”
Jefferson said. “The problem comes in
with those corner cases,” where visibil-
ity can be impeded by fog, sunset light-
ing or objects like a stray plastic bag.

Many companies working in the
autonomous transportation space
agree with Luminar and are focusing
on technologies that combine cameras
with other systems such as lidars,
radars based on radio waves, or some-
times both.

But Tesla-whose cars currently offer
driver-assistance systems well short of
full autonomy-has adopted a different
approach under the iconoclastic Musk.
Musk’s method is to take real-time
readings from a camera that is fed into
an artificial intelligence system built
around data collected over the years by
Tesla sensors.

“The bet that Tesla made, essentially,
is that by collecting a lot of data, they
can then train the algorithm,” said Kilian

Weinberger, a Cornell University com-
puter scientist. Musk’s view is that his
system can be “as good as an algorithm
that actually uses all these expensive
sensors that have a lot less data,” said
Weinberger, who called Tesla’s
approach “a pretty reasonable strategy.”

Has technology ‘plateaued?’
While automakers have added sys-

tems to assist with braking, parking and
other functions, achieving full autono-
my has proven difficult. Autonomous
driving systems are built around four
functions, according to Sam
Abuelsamid of Guidehouse Insights, a
market intelligence firm: perceive the
environment in real-time, predict what
will happen next, plan the car’s next

move and then execute it.
“It turns out the prediction is much,

much harder than anybody anticipated,
particularly for pedestrians and
cyclists,” Abuelsamid said, adding that
the progress of software built only
around cameras “has somewhat
plateaued.”

“Elon Musk sold the story of full
self-driving based on the hardware that
they had,” he said. “They painted them-
selves into a corner... because they’ve
already sold the system to hundreds of
thousands of customers.” Other skep-
tics of Tesla’s approach include Jacques
Aschenbroich, chief executive of French
automotive supplier Valeo, which pre-
sented its latest lidar technology at
CES. —AFP
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Tesla’s cameras-only autonomous
system stirs controversy
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Kosovo seizes 
cryptocurrency 
mining devices
PRISTINA: Kosovo police on Saturday
seized hundreds of cryptocurrency mining
machines and arrested one person in the tense
ethnic-Serb majority north as the country suf-
fered an energy crisis.

Cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin are created
through solving complex equations-an
endeavor that consumes enormous amounts of
energy. Tensions between the Serb-majority
area and the ethnic Albanian majority govern-
ment are running high and Kosovo’s govern-
ment on Tuesday brought in a temporary ban
on cryptocurrency mining in an effort to bring
down electricity consumption.

During the operation police “confiscated
272 different anti-miner devices used for the
production of Bitcoin”, a police statement
said. One person was arrested, it added.

“The whole action took place and ended
without incidents,” Interior Minister Xhelal
Svecla said on Facebook. The confiscated
equipment uses as much electricity as 500
homes a month or between 60,000 and
120,000 euros ($68,000 and 136,000), said
Finance Minister Hekuran Murati on
Facebook. “We cannot allow the illegal enrich-
ment of some, at the expense of taxpayers.”

Ethnic Serbs in Kosovo’s four northern
municipalities have not paid for their electrici-
ty since the end of the 1998-1999 war
between independence-seeking ethnic
Albanian guerrilla and Serbian armed forces.
They do not recognize Pristina’s authority as
they remain loyal to Belgrade.

According to local media, the total cost of
the energy spent in the Serb-majority north is
around 12 million euros a year. The energy cri-
sis in Kosovo has worsened after a production
unit of one of the two main power plants
stopped working and prompted the govern-
ment to introduce power reductions in
December. The crisis comes also as a result of
rising global import prices and increasing
demand.Earlier this week, police carried out
two operations in ethnic Albanian majority
areas and seized 70 pieces of crypto mining
equipment.

Economy Minister Artane Rizvanolli earlier
this week labeled the hunt for crypto currency
mining an “emergency measure” due to the
crisis. However, police operations raised ques-
tions over their legality as experts say there is
no legal grounds to ban crypto currency min-
ing as Kosovo has no law regulating the issue.
Pristina said in October it had drafted a bill on
crypto currency which the parliament was due
to adopt by the end of the last year. The legis-
lation  is still pending however. —AFP

LAS VEGAS: The CES tech show
has its share of gadgets that may be
cluttering a shelf soon, but among
them are also objects and ideas aimed
at fighting waste. They range from big
concepts like electric vehicles and
clean energy, to smaller tweaks like
cutting down on plastic or recycling
just a bit better. Here are some high-
lights from the convention:

Paper toothbrush 
Shocking images of plastic trash

have gotten a lot of attention in recent
years, as humanity’s love affair with
disposable items has pushed ever for-
ward. Ukrainian company Effa makes
toothbrushes and razors that, while
still containing some recyclable metal
or plastic, are mostly made of paper.

“We’re fighting global plastic pol-
lution by making eco-friendly dispos-
ables,” said Anna Sulim, head of mar-

keting for the company. The brush
and razor head are plastic, but they
can be snapped off and recycled,
while arms can be composted.

Ammonia fuel 
Breaking humanity’s reliance on

planet-warming fossil fuels means
finding something to take their place.
From renewables to biomass and
hydrogen, many options already exist.
Another is coming in the form of
ammonia. “We are developing a tech-
nology that coverts ammonia... into a
renewable fuel for use particularly in
the heavy duty ground, maritime and
transportation sectors,” said Allison
Agre, a spokeswoman for US-based
startup Amogy. Basically ammonia is
fed into their technology, which sepa-
rates out its hydrogen molecules for
use in a fuel cell that works similar to
a battery. “It’s easy to transport, it’s

easy to store. There’s already a built-
in infrastructure for it,” Agre added,
noting the technology is currently in
the prototype phase.

Better recycling 
At-home recycling center? That’s

basically the idea from start-up Lasso
Loop Recycling. They are working on
a machine that cleans and holds waste

items for recycling, and looks like a
household appliance. “Every year,
millions of tons of plastic, glass and
other useful materials are sent to
landfill or dumped into rivers and
oceans,” their webpage says. “Co-
founders Aldous Hicks and Alison
Richardson thought there was a bet-
ter way, and they designed the Lasso
system,” it adds. — AFP

Every year, millions of tons of plastic, glass and other useful materials are sent to land-
fill or dumped into rivers and oceans

Ammonia and paper: Sustainability
ideas at CES tech show


