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Goats feed on a recycled Christmas tree at Kentish Town City Farm in north London. A herd of
goats living at a London city farm are getting their teeth into hundreds of unwanted Christmas
trees donated by local residents as part of a fundraising drive. 

A volunteer unloads collected Christmas trees at Kentish Town City Farm in north London.

Aherd of goats grazing on a London
city farm are getting their teeth into
hundreds of unwanted Christmas

trees donated by residents in a fundraising
drive. The eight goats can’t get enough of
the discarded firs, which the Kentish Town
City Farm is collecting from outside homes
in the area. Trustee Angela Woods said the
project started last year “when one of our
staff who’s got a real soft spot for the goats
saw a video of goats eating Christmas
trees and thought, ‘Ooh, I might try that’”.

The pine needles aren’t just a tasty treat

but also a “natural de-wormer”, she
explained, as the goats, including the
herd’s four-year-old leader Rockie,  nibbled
on a festive spruce. In a video posted on
Twitter, the goats bowl over a staff member
carrying a tree and tear at its needles as
she lies in the mud. They eat everything
except the trunk, leaving it looking “like it’s
been in a nuclear blast”, Woods said.

After pioneering the project last year,
the farm has widened its drive to 650 trees
- the juiciest of which go the goats. The
remainder will be turned into woodchips for

a nearby park. The trees are collected by a
local van company offering vehicles for
free. Locals have booked collection slots
for £10 ($13.50, 12 euros), while for £15
they also receive a “goat note” of thanks.
The drive is set to raise at least £8,500.
Some children attach a note back to the
goats on their trees, Woods said.

For city dwellers without gardens or
fireplaces, disposing of Christmas trees,
which are traditionally taken down on
January 6, is a perennial headache. The
project is a “perfect solution and it’s

great for the goats, great for the farm,”
Woods said. The city farm - typically
community run spaces designed to give
urban dwellers a taste of the land - is the
oldest in the country, turning 50 this
year. When the farm suffered financial
problems two years ago, an anonymous
Russian donor stepped in and “gave us
£100,000” and it is now “financially sta-
ble”, Woods said.— AFP

Indians arrested
for COVID 
rule-breaking
puppy party

Every dog must have its day, but
one young pup in India landed
her human companions in hot

water after police raided a COVID
rule-breaking party staged for the
coddled canine. The lavish second
birthday celebration cost 700,000
rupees (nearly $10,000), according
to police, with an elaborate birthday
cake and giant photo cutouts of
Abby, an Indian Spitz and the
soiree’s guest of honor.

Social media footage showed a
crowd of people dancing in front of
an ornate stage at Friday’s party,
held in the western city of
Ahmedabad, with their defiance of
local social distancing rules eventu-
ally attracting the law’s attention.
“We got information about a big par-
ty going on, so we raided the ven-
ue,” police inspector VD Zala told
AFP. “As per COVID protocol, it is
necessary to take permission before
organizing a party. The organizers
are responsible for ensuring social
distancing among guests.”

Three men were arrested for their
role in staging the event. The trio
were later released on bail. India
recorded nearly 160,000 COVID
cases overnight, up nearly six-fold
from a week earlier, in an infection
surge driven by the fast-spreading
Omicron variant of the virus. Local
officials have watched the sharply
rising case numbers with alarm and
some of India’s biggest urban cen-
ters have moved to reimpose move-
ment restrictions.— AFP 

In the dawn gloom, among throngs of pil-
grims in white clutching burning candles,
Hailu Abera gave special thanks on

Friday as Orthodox Christmas celebra-
tions unfolded at Ethiopia’s stone-hewn
churches in Lalibela. Just weeks ago, the
UNESCO-listed site and its astonishing
houses of worship were under rebel con-
trol, Lalibela having changed hands once
more as Ethiopia’s war dragged into a
second brutal and unpredictable year.

But with the holy site and its 12th-
century icons retaken by government
forces in late December, Hailu joined
tens of thousands of devotees flocking
to Lalibela to mark the day for orthodox
Christmas. “The vibe was very bad, and
I did not expect to come and celebrate
the holiday here,” Hailu told AFP,
wrapped in a white shawl beneath one
of the towering walls of a 12th-century
rock-carved church. “When I heard the
town was freed, then I decided to cele-
brate Christmas in Lalibela and also
wanted to fulfill my pact with God.”

Among the towns captured during a
sweeping rebel offensive in the middle of
last year, the fall of Lalibela made head-
lines around the world as the war arrived
at one of Ethiopia’s holiest and most sto-
ried places. There were appeals for the
Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF),
the rebels who occupied Lalibela as they
marched south, to protect its cultural
heritage that includes, most famously,
centuries-old churches carved out of
rock. Lalibela would change hands twice
more before pro-government forces
drove the TPLF back into their strong-
hold of Tigray.

Heavy security 
But there were no chances being tak-

en on the holy day, with the army out in
force for Christmas as seas of worship-
pers made the pre-dawn pilgrimage to
pray before Orthodox priests in full
regalia chanting and swaying. “I am very
happy to celebrate this holiday here after
going through war and suffering,” said
Yohannes Mekbib, an Orthodox deacon
wearing a white turban. “It makes this
year’s celebration special.”

There were few of the foreign tourists
who regularly flock in droves for the

spectacular event. But there were
Ethiopians from among the global dias-
pora peppered among the crowds.
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed had issued a
call for Ethiopians from abroad to return
home in huge numbers for Christmas as
a show of faith in the country’s unity and
stability.

“We answered the call to the diaspo-
ra,” said Solomon Gadisa, who made
the journey from the United States. “We
will assess the situation here in our
country, and brief those back home who
couldn’t make it.” Ethiopia’s President

Sahle-Work Zewde, who holds a largely
ceremonial role, was among the higher-
profile worshippers in attendance.
Lalibela’s UNESCO-listed churches and
other heritage appear to have been
spared any scars of war. But the town
and its wider infrastructure have suf-
fered. Power and water supplies remain
patchy and the airport has been dam-
aged.

Abiy sent the army into Tigray in
November 2020 to oust the TLPF, hav-
ing accused the region’s dissident ruling
party of staging attacks on army camps.

He promised a swift end to the war but
14 months later Tigray remains under
TPLF control and the region’s six million
people lack food and medicine under
what the UN calls a de facto aid block-
ade. Some among the crowds in Lalibela
prayed the country would be spared any
further pain. “I came here to celebrate
the holiday in faith that God will save us
if something bad happens,” said devotee
Achashmar Dereje.— AFP 

A volunteer collects used Christmas trees before taking them to Kentish Town City Farm in
north London, where they will be used for their goats to feed on. 

Goats feed on a recycled Christmas tree at Kentish Town City Farm in north London.
— AFP photos

Pilgrims walk in one of the pilgrim’s camp sites during the eve of the celebration of Genna, the Ethiopian Orthodox
Christmas, in Lalibela.

Priests chant and dance during the celebration of Genna, the Ethiopian Orthodox Christmas, at Saint Mary’s Church.

Pilgrims attend the celebration of Genna, the Ethiopian Orthodox Christmas, at Saint Mary’s
Church, in Lalibela, 645 kilometers (400 miles) north of Addis Ababa.

Pilgrims walk and rest in one of the pilgrim’s camp sites during the eve of the celebration of
Genna, the Ethiopian Orthodox Christmas, in Lalibela, northern Ethiopia. — AFP photos


