
BERLIN: Jude Bellingham and Mahmoud Dahoud
scored late goals as Borussia Dortmund came from
behind to seal a dramatic 3-2 win at Eintracht
Frankfurt on Saturday and cut COVID-hit Bayern
Munich’s lead to six points at the top of the
Bundesliga. “We reacted well throughout the sec-
ond half and got an awesome, emotional win,” said
Dortmund defender Mats Hummels.

With nine players sidelined by COVID, a
makeshift Bayern side lost 2-1 at home to Gladbach
on Friday but second-placed Dortmund left it late in
Frankfurt. Eintracht raced into an early 2-0 lead with
Colombia striker Rafael
Borre scoring both goals
before Dortmund pulled
one back with 19 minutes
left. “The word ‘stability’
has to be at the top of our
list if we want to have a
chance of winning any-
thing this season,”
Hummels admitted, refer-
ring to the goals conceded.

Erling Haaland sparked
Dortmund’s recovery by
setting up Thorgan Hazard to halve the deficit.
Bellingham levelled with four minutes left by head-
ing past Frankfurt goalkeeper Kevin Trapp before
Dahoud curled in the winner from the edge of the
area just before the final whistle. “These victories
have a special taste and we believed in it as a team -
but we have to stop talking about Bayern,” said
Emre Can, after Dortmund’s first win in Frankfurt
since 2013.

Earlier, Togo striker Ihlas Bebou struck twice as
Hoffenheim also fought back to claim a 3-1 home

win against Augsburg to climb to third. Augsburg
took an early lead through a header by Michael
Gregoritsch before Bebou converted a pair of
crosses to put Hoffenheim ahead, with defender
David Raum bagging their third goal in stoppage
time. The win allowed Hoffenheim to leapfrog both
Freiburg and Leverkusen, who drew at home to
Arminia Bielefeld and Union Berlin respectively.

Freiburg squander lead 
Freiburg threw away a two-goal lead at home

as Bielefeld’s Japan midfielder Masaya Okugawa
and substitute forward
Bryan Lasme scored sec-
ond-half goals to earn a
2-2 draw in Germany’s
Black Forest . Lasme’s
equaliser three minutes
from time was down to a
mistake by Freiburg
stand-in goalkeeper
Benjamin Uphoff on his
Bundesl iga debut with
first choice Mark Flekken
sidelined by Covid.

Freiburg had been 2-0 up 20 seconds into the
second half when South Korean midfielder Jeong
Woo-yeong netted after Janik Haberer gave the
hosts an early lead with a long-range shot. In
Leverkusen, Germany defender Jonathan Tah
headed in a late equaliser for the hosts to rescue a
2-2 draw with Union Berlin. Czech Republic strik-
er Patrik Schick notched his 17th Bundesliga goal
this season from a tight angle to give Leverkusen
a first-half lead after a powerful run by team-mate
Moussa Diaby.

However, Union attacking midfielder Grischa
Proemel scored twice before Tah headed in a Karim
Bellarabi cross six minutes from time. Portugal strik-
er Andre Silva scored twice as hosts RB Leipzig
routed 10-man Mainz 4-1 with Christopher Nkunku
and Dominik Szoboszlai also getting on the score-
sheet. Visitors Mainz had defender Alexander Hack
sent off after just 20 minutes for using his arm to
block a Silva shot that was heading into the goal.

Hack trudged off and Silva converted the result-

ing penalty while Szoboszlai doubled Leipzig’s lead
just after the break when the Hungarian midfielder
fired home after Nkunku’s perfectly-timed pass.
South Korea’s Lee Jae-sung grabbed a goal back
for Mainz, but just 62 seconds later Leipzig were 3-
1 up when Szoboszlai returned the favor by setting
up Nkunku before Silva grabbed his second. The
win saw Leipzig climb to eighth in the table while
Greuther Fuerth remain bottom after a goalless
draw at home to Stuttgart. — AFP 
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FRANKFURT: Dortmund’s German defender Mats Hummels (2nd right) makes an attempt on goal during the
German first division Bundesliga football match between Eintracht Frankfurt and Borussia Dortmund on
January 8, 2022. — AFP 

Dortmund fight back in Frankfurt 
to trim lead of COVID-hit Bayern

Bebou’s double lifts Hoffenheim to third in Germany

Dortmund seal a 
dramatic 3-2 win

Benzema, Vinicius 
lift Madrid; Barca 
held by Granada
MADRID: Karim Benzema passed 300 goals for
Real Madrid and Vinicius Junior produced another
moment of magic as La Liga’s run-away leaders
sailed past Valencia 4-1 on Saturday. Benzema and
Vinicius both scored twice at the Santiago Bernabeu
to send Madrid eight points clear of second-placed
Sevilla, who have two games in hand, the first com-
ing against Getafe on Sunday. Benzema’s 300th goal
arrived from the penalty spot before Vinicius bam-
boozled five Valencia defenders, via a one-two with
his French teammate, to add a brilliant second early
in the second half. Vinicius then headed in a third
and Benzema added a late fourth, either side of
Goncalo Guedes converting a penalty for the hosts.

Benzema now has 17 goals this season and
Vinicius 12, their combined 29 more than the entirety
of 13 teams in the division, including fourth-placed
Real Sociedad. “I feel very good with Vinicius,”
Benzema said. “I’m always here to help him, I know
his potential, I think he can reach an even higher lev-
el. He is a fantastic player for us.” Benzema’s triple
century came after 584 appearances for Real
Madrid. He is the fourth player in the club’s history
to reach the milestone, joining the esteemed trio of
Cristiano Ronaldo, Raul and Alfredo di Stefano.

Barcelona and Real Madrid will face off in the
semi-finals of the Spanish Super Cup on Wednesday
but the Catalans must look on with envy now at the
class Madrid possess in attack. A lack of punch had
earlier cost Barca dear in a 1-1 draw with Granada
that saw them miss the chance to move into La
Liga’s top four. Instead they stay sixth, level on
points with Atletico Madrid, who are still to face
Villarreal on Sunday. Real Sociedad sit fourth after
they had earlier won 1-0 at home to Celta Vigo.

Luuk de Jong headed Xavi Hernandez’s side into
the lead at Los Carmenes, only for Granada’s
Antonio Puertas to equalize in the 89th minute, 10
minutes after Barcelona’s 17-year-old Gavi had been

sent off. De Jong nodded in a cross from Dani Alves,
the 38-year-old who was making his first La Liga
appearance since May 2016. “We needed to have
patience, to keep the ball and play in the opposi-
tion’s half, but we lost silly balls, it was our mistakes,”
said Xavi Hernandez. 

Gavi’s mistake gave Granada impetus at a crucial
moment but Barcelona’s lack of goals means they are
constantly vulnerable to the slightest error. They
have won only one game by more than a single goal
since October. “Before the sending off we had to kill
the game. It should have been 2-0. We have to be
self-critical and grow,” Xavi said. Madrid were more
clinical. Luka Modric had already hit the crossbar
when Casemiro was brought down in the area by
Omar Alderete and Benzema curled in the penalty.

Vinicius scored a superb second in the 52nd minute,
driving into the area with a cluster of Valencia defend-
ers ahead of him. After a one-two with Benzema, the
Brazilian appeared to have been stopped by Mouctar
Diakhaby but he kept going and the ball squirmed
loose, allowing him to sidefoot into the corner. Vinicius
nodded in a third on the line and Valencia’s Guedes
pulled one back from the penalty spot before
Benzema’s smart finish on the turn gave him his second
of the game, 301st overall, and Madrid’s fourth. — AFP 

MADRID: Real Madrid’s Brazilian defender Eder
Militao heads the ball during the Spanish league
football match between Real Madrid CF and Valencia
CF at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid on
January 8, 2022. — AFP 

Record-equaling
Rahm ties Smith
for US PGA Tour
Tournament lead
LOS ANGELES: World number one Jon Rahm
fired a course record-equalling 12-under par 61 to
grab a share of the third-round lead alongside
Cameron Smith in the US PGA Tour Tournament of
Champions on Saturday. Rahm, who started the day
three behind Smith, matched the course record set
just hours earlier by Justin Thomas on the par-73
Plantation Course at Kapalua in Hawaii. He finally
caught Australia’s Smith on the final hole, Smith
posting a nine-under par 64 as the leading duo fin-
ished 54-holes on 26-under 193.

They were five shots in front of American Daniel
Berger, who closed with five straight birdies in a sev-
en-under 66 for 198. “It was pretty remarkable,”
Spain’s Rahm said of a round that saw him at even
par through four holes and 12-under through the

remaining 14. That included a run of five straight
birdies from the seventh through the 11th. He blasted
out of a greenside bunker to four feet to birdie 14,
the stuck his approach at the par-five 15th four feet
from the pin for eagle, then roared home with three
more birdies.

“It was really fun when Cam is doing pretty much
the same thing,” Rahm said of the fireworks in the
final group. “We were going back and forth.” Smith
opened with four pars before the first of his nine
birdies at the fifth. He birdied three in a row from the
ninth through the 11th - where he rolled in a 20-foot-
er and also birdied from a greenside bunker at 14 to
launch a run of four straight birdies. After Rahm
rolled in a 16-footer at 16 to briefly pull level, Smith
made his six-footer at the same hole to keep his lead
at one shot. At the 17th, Rahm drained a 29-foot
birdie only for Smith to answer again with a 28-foot-
er of his own. But Smith couldn’t capitalize on the
par-five 18th, where Rahm made an eight-foot birdie
putt to seize a share of the lead in the elite event for
last season’s tournament winners. “That was some
really good golf from both of us,” Smith said. Just
hours earlier world number eight Thomas has
charged up the leaderboard with his 61, breaking the
record set in 2003 by South Korean KJ Choi and
since matched by four players. —AFP 

Barty sends 
warning, humiliates
Rybakina 
ADELAIDE: World number one Ashleigh Barty
showed why she is the Australian Open favorite
when she demolished Kazakhstan’s Elena
Rybakina in the final of the Adelaide International
yesterday. Barty took just 64 minutes to see off
the seventh seeded Rybakina 6-3, 6-2 and claim
the 14th singles title of her career. The 25-year-
old Australian has been in superb form this week
and has had to beat a host of top players in a
stacked top half of the draw. 

She received a first round bye, but then faced

Coco Gauff (world number 22), Sofia Kenin (12)
and Iga Swiatek (9) on her way to the decider.
“We’ve obviously had a brilliant week, been able to
work progressively through each match,” Barty
said. “I got better and better.” Against the big-
serving Rybakina, the world number 14, Barty
dominated every aspect of play and took control
of the match midway through the first set.

Both players started well, dropping only two
points each on serve in their first three games, so
it came as a surprise when at 3-3, Barty stumbled
slightly and found herself at 15-40. But Rybakina
was unable to convert either break point and
Barty made her pay. She held her serve then
pounced immediately as Rybakina seemed to lose
focus, breaking and then holding to love to take
the first set in 29 minutes. Barty was in complete
control by this stage as she went on a run of sev-
en straight games. —AFP 


