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Heat clobber NBA-leading Suns
Jackson drives offense as Grizzlies win eighth-straight

PHOENIX: Chris Silva #30 of the Miami Heat drives to the basket during the game against the Phoenix Suns on January 8, 2022 at Footprint Center in Phoenix, Arizona. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Tyler Herro and Duncan Robinson 
scored season highs of 33 and 27 points as the short-
handed Miami Heat dominated the NBA-leading 
Phoenix Suns with a 123-100 victory on Saturday.  
The pair sparked the hot-shooting offense as the 
Heat equaled a franchise record by making 22 of 44 
baskets from three-point range. 

Robinson drained eight threes, including two 
clutch ones in the fourth quarter that thwarted a brief 
Suns rally. The Heat, who outrebounded Phoenix 49-
35, had 11 players on the inactive list, including star 
guard Jimmy Butler. Devin Booker scored a team-
high 26 points and Mikal Bridges added 20 for the 
Suns, who shot just 38 percent from the field. 

It was a rare one-sided home loss for the Suns, 
who had their three-game win streak halted. The 
Suns dropped to 30-9 on the season. In Los Angeles, 
Jaren Jackson scored a team-high 26 points as the 

Memphis Grizzlies used a strong second quarter to 
win their eighth straight game with a 123-108 victory 
over the Los Angeles Clippers. Desmond Bane fin-
ished with 23 points, including five three-pointers, 
one of four Grizzlies players who finished with 18 
points or more. 

After a slow start which saw them down by 12 
points in the first quarter, Memphis went on a 10-0 
scoring surge early in the second to take the lead. 
They led 66-56 at the half and never trailed in the 
second half. “One of the great things about Jaren is 
that he’s very versatile,” Grizzlies assistant coach 
Brad Jones said. “The Clippers struggled on how to 
handle him today.” Tyus Jones tallied 18 points and 
had five assists while Brandon Clarke came off the 
bench to finish with 18 points and 15 rebounds. 

Memphis was missing leading scorer Ja Morant, 
who was out with a thigh injury. They lost starter 

Dillon Brooks early in the second quarter after the 
Canadian forward injured his ankle and had to be 
helped off the floor. “Our guys have stuck together. 
We figure it out as it goes along,” said Jones. “They 
believe in our system and each other. It’s really cool 
when players are talking about that and the coaches 
don’t have to.” Marcus Morris scored a game-high 
29 points for Los Angeles, which included draining 
four threes. But the Clippers as a team went just 10-
of-32 from three-point range. 

 
Hornets sting Bucks 

Meanwhile, Giannis Antetokounmpo carried the 
offense with a game-high 43 points and 12 rebounds 
but it was not enough as the defending NBA champi-
on Milwaukee Bucks were toppled 114-106 by the 
Charlotte Hornets in Charlotte, North Carolina. Terry 
Rozier scored 28 points, Miles Bridges added 21 

points and eight rebounds, and the Hornets handed 
the Bucks their third loss in four games. LaMelo Ball 
added 19 points for the Hornets, who held Milwaukee 
to just 38.9 percent shooting from the floor. Khris 
Middleton added 27 points, 10 rebounds and nine 
assists for Milwaukee, who won in Brooklyn on Friday. 

The teams meet again Monday in Charlotte. In 
Boston, Jaylen Brown recorded his first career 
triple-double with 22 points, 11 assists and 11 
rebounds as the Boston Celtics avenged their loss to 
the New York Knicks with a 99-75 win. Boston blew 
a 25-point lead and lost on RJ Barrett’s three-point-
er at the buzzer in a 108-105 loss to New York two 
nights ago. In Indianapolis, Domantas Sabonis 
scored a career-high 42 points and Lance 
Stephenson finished with 16 points and 14 assists off 
the bench to lead the Indiana Pacers to a 125-113 win 
over the Utah Jazz. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Patrick Mahomes threw two 
touchdown passes and the Kansas City Chiefs 
kept alive their chances of an NFL playoff top 
seed by defeating the Denver Broncos 28-24 on 
Saturday. Mahomes completed 27 of 44 passes for 
269 yards without an interception and ran nine 
times for 54 yards as the Chiefs rallied to beat the 
Broncos for a 13th consecutive time since 2015. “It 
was tough,” Mahomes said. “We didn’t play the 
way we wanted, especially in the first half. It was 
great to find a way to win.” 

The 2020 Super Bowl champion Chiefs (12-5) 
need a Sunday loss by the Tennessee Titans (11-
5) at Houston (4-12) to claim the AFC top seed-
ing, which brings a first-round playoff bye and 
home-field advantage. “We handled our busi-
ness today and we’ll see what happens tomor-
row,” said Mahomes, who expects more in the 
playoffs. “We’re going to have to be better if we 
want to make a run through the AFC. We’ve got 
what it takes.” 

Kansas City’s victory ended New England and 
Cincinnati’s chances to take the top seed. Denver 
was clinging to a 21-20 lead in the fourth quarter 
and had driven to the Chiefs’ nine-yard line when 
disaster struck. Kansas City linebacker Melvin 
Ingram knocked the ball from the grasp of 
Broncos running back Melvin Gordon and Chiefs 
rookie Nick Bolton scooped up the fumble and ran 
86 yards for a touchdown-the longest fumble 
recovery scoring run of the NFL season. 

Mahomes ran in a two-point conversion and 
the Chiefs seized a 28-21 edge. Brandon McManus 
kicked a 31-yard field goal with 4:37 remaining to 
lift the Broncos to 28-24 but the Chiefs got the ball 

and ran out the clock. The Broncos (7-10) had 
already been eliminated from playoff contention. 
The contest marked the first time in NFL history 
that teams played a 17th game in a regular season, 
the league having expanded the schedule by one 
game per club starting this year. 

The Chiefs’ Jerick McKinnon caught a screen 
pass from Mahomes and eluded three Denver 
defenders to complete a 14-yard touchdown 
play that gave Kansas City a 17-14 lead 4:17 into 
the third quarter. Denver’s Gordon answered 
with a 47-yard touchdown run to put the hosts 
back in front, but the Chiefs trimmed the 
Broncos’ lead to 21-20 on Harrison Butker’s 51-
yard field goal early in the fourth quarter. 
Mahomes flipped a three-yard touchdown pass 
to tight end Travis Kelce to cap a 91-yard drive 
as the Chiefs took a 7-0 lead but Denver’s Drew 
Lock ran five yards for a touchdown to pull the 
Broncos level 7-7 after one quarter. 

Lock scrambled 23 yards up the middle for 
another touchdown to give the Broncos the lead 
but the Chiefs pulled within 14-10 at halftime on a 
34-yard Butker field goal. In the night game, Dak 
Prescott geared up for the postseason by throw-
ing a career-high five touchdown passes to break 
Tony Romo’s franchise single-season record as the 
Dallas Cowboys stomped the Philadelphia Eagles 
51-26. Prescott completed 21 of 27 passes for 295 
yards as the first-place Cowboys improved to 12-5 
on the season. 

He completed an eight-yard touchdown pass to 
Corey Clement early in the fourth quarter for his 
37th touchdown pass of the season to break 
Romo’s record. He also connected with Cedrick 
Wilson and Dalton Schultz for two scores apiece. 
The Cowboys could finish as high as the number-
two playoff seed behind Green Bay or as low as 
number four, depending on the outcome of the 
games. Wilson caught five passes for 119 yards for 
Dallas, which will host a wild-card game next 
weekend. —  AFP  

Chiefs edge Broncos  
to sustain hopes of  
NFL top seed

MELBOURNE: Spanish superstar Rafael Nadal’s 
Australian Open preparations remain on track after he 
beat American Maxime Cressy 7-6 (8/6), 6-3 in the 
final of the Melbourne Summer Set yesterday. Nadal 
decided to play the lower level tournament to get 
some match practice after missing much of 2021 with 
injury and COVID-19. He has not been totally fluent 
this week and was pushed hard by the American qual-
ifier, but Nadal had too much experience for the 24-
year-old serve-volleyer.  

It was Nadal’s 89th title on the ATP tour and the 
win ensures he has won at least one singles crown 
every year for the past 19 years. Nadal said that, while 
he was not in perfect shape, he was happy with his 
form so far. “Exactly where I would like to be is being 
100 percent healthy from last year, playing until the 
end of the season, and with not having come back 
after five, six months away from competition,” he said. 

“So of course I am not exactly the place that I 
want to be. “But I am very happy. If we put everything 
together and analyse all the things that I went through 
the last five months, including the COVID, of course I 
am happy. “I think my practices have been much bet-
ter than my level of tennis in the competition, but in 
some way that’s very positive. “The only thing that I 
need is to stay healthy and spend time on court, in 
official matches.” Cressy, who had to win through two 
rounds of qualifying just to make the main draw, start-
ed nervously but became more confident as the match 
wore on. 

The American had a set point in the tiebreak but 
could not convert and, once Nadal claimed the first 
set, the final result was almost inevitable. Nadal will be 
aiming to break the record for most Grand Slam sin-
gles titles at this month’s Australian Open. He is cur-
rently tied on 20 titles with Roger Federer and Novak 

Djokovic, but with Federer injured and Djokovic’s 
presence in doubt because of visa issues, Nadal has a 
chance to go one ahead of his great rivals. 

Nadal was playing his first tournament since 
August after injury and COVID. He said while he 
was sick he could not get out of bed for days, but 
once he began to recover he had no doubt he would 
come to Australia to try to win his second title at 
Melbourne Park. “There have been some very chal-
lenging moments, and I have been working very 
hard even in the very tough moments,” Nadal said. “I 
am quite satisfied the way that I approached all 
these very challenging months in terms of attitude, in 
terms of positive spirit and in terms of passion to try 
to be back. — AFP 

Nadal remains  
on track with a  
Melbourne title

MELBOURNE: Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates his 
victory in his men’s singles match against Maxime 
Cressy of the US at the Melbourne Summer Set ten-
nis tournament yesterday. —AFP  


