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Afghan baby lost in US airlift 
chaos reunited with family7 Last 7 years ‘warmest 

on record’ globally
‘Power of the Dog’, ‘West Side 
Story’ win at Golden Globes11 Loeb eats into Al-Attiyah’s 

lead as Ekstrom wins stage149

News in brief

NEW YORK: Firefighters work outside an apartment building after a fire in the 
Bronx on Sunday. — AFP 

Cabinet imposes limited curbs 
as COVID cases soar to 3,683

Vaccines for kids soon • MoI to crack down on gatherings • Airport, schools remain open
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: As the number of new coronavirus cases 
soared to 3,683 yesterday, a new record high, the 
Cabinet imposed a series of restrictions including 
cutting public sector employees to a maximum of 
50 percent and calling on the private sector to 
reduce staff in offices. Government Spokesman 
Tareq Al-Mazrem said there are currently no plans 
to close the airport or impose a curfew in Kuwait, 
reiterating at the same time that the situation in 
schools remains reassuring. 

Meeting online as all Cabinet ministers are under 
home quarantine after the health minister tested pos-
itive for COVID-19, the Cabinet said the new meas-
ures are effective from tomorrow until further notice. 
An official from the health ministry also announced 
yesterday that vaccines against COVID-19 for chil-
dren aged between 5 and 11 are expected to arrive in 
Kuwait in the coming weeks. Undersecretary Dr 
Mustafa Redha said the department had made con-
tracts with vaccination-producing companies to 
secure doses for this age category, which are 
accredited by international medical organizations. 

With the new record numbers reported yesterday, 
authorities in Kuwait have reported more than 
20,000 cases since the start of January, which is 10 

times higher than all cases reported in the three 
months between Sept 15 and Dec 15. The number of 
patients in ICUs rose to 14, while patients in hospitals 
increased to 147. There are over 20,000 other infect-
ed people recovering at home.  

Although the Cabinet has not ordered any clo-
sures, it called on all government departments to use 
any number of employees necessary, provided the 
number does not exceed half of the total employees. 
It also urged the private sector to “reduce the num-
ber of employees in offices to the least necessary to 
carry out work”. 

Conferences, meetings and training courses can 
only be held online from tomorrow, according to the 
Cabinet. The Cabinet also decided that passengers 
on public transport must not exceed 50 percent, with 
strict implementation of health conditions, especially 
wearing facemasks. Fans attending sports events 
must be fully vaccinated and must observe health 
conditions, the Cabinet said. People visiting salons, 
barbershops and health clubs must be fully vaccinat-
ed too. 

Government departments must offer their services 
to the public online in person only if necessary - this 
must be done through securing prior appointments, 
the Cabinet said. The health ministry yesterday said  
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Gulf ministers visit China 
 
BEIJING: Foreign ministers from oil-rich Gulf 
states arrived in Beijing yesterday for a five-day 
visit as turmoil in neighboring Kazakhstan raises 
concerns about China’s energy security. The 
officials from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman and 
Bahrain, as well as secretary general of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) Nayef bin Falah Al-
Hajrah, will be in China until Friday, the foreign 
ministry has said. — AFP ( See Page 3)

‘Deltacron’ result of lab error  
 
PARIS: Experts said yesterday that an alleged 
hybrid coronavirus mutation dubbed 
“Deltacron” reportedly discovered in a Cyprus 
lab is most likely the result of a lab contamina-
tion, and not a new worrying variant. Cypriot 
media reported the discovery Saturday, describ-
ing it as having “the genetic background of the 
Delta variant along with some of the mutations 
of Omicron”. — AFP

Qatari activist resurfaces 
 
DOHA: A Qatari women’s activist has resur-
faced on social media, four months after she dis-
appeared from public view. Noof Al-Maadeed, 
who is in her early 20s, posted videos on a new 
Twitter account, giving assurances she was safe 
and well. “Noof is here. Noof is alive. Noof isn’t 
dead,” she said in one video, smiling and wear-
ing a black hijab. — AFP 

9 students killed in gas blast 
 
JALALABAD: Nine students were killed by a 
blast at a mobile popcorn stall near a school in 
eastern Afghanistan yesterday. There were con-
flicting reports about the cause, with some say-
ing the stall’s gas cylinder had exploded while 
others suggested an old mortar bomb offered by 
a customer as payment had detonated. A 
Nangarhar province information official told 
AFP the popcorn seller also died. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Tennis superstar Novak Djokovic 
said yesterday he was hoping to still compete in 
the Australian Open, hours after winning a stun-
ning victory over the Australian government in his 
visa battle. The ruling overturned the cancellation 
of Djokovic’s visa on COVID-19 health grounds, 
and ended the unvaccinated player’s detention in 
an immigration facility, potentially clearing the 
way for him to play in the tournament that starts 
next Monday. 

His mother Dijana, speaking at a press confer-
ence in Belgrade, called it “the biggest victory in his 
career, bigger than all his grand slams”. Djokovic 

tweeted from Melbourne: “Despite all that has hap-
pened, I want to stay and try to compete 
@AustralianOpen. I remain focused on that.” 

In an emergency online court hearing, the judge 
ordered that the decision to cancel Djokovic’s visa 
“be quashed”. He instructed that the 34-year-old 
men’s world number one “be released immediately 
and forthwith from immigration detention”. 

Hours later, his family said justice had been 
served. “Truth and justice came to the light. I would 
like to thank the justice system of Australia,” said his 
brother Djordje in Belgrade, adding that Djokovic 
had been able to train since being released from 
detention. The ruling marked an extraordinary set-
back for Australia’s conservative government, which 
has imposed strict border restrictions for the past 
two years to halt the spread of COVID. 

Australian taxpayers will be asked to pay costs 
for Djokovic’s high-powered legal team. Several 
hundred fans dressed in the Serbian national colors 
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MELBOURNE: This image taken from the Instagram 
account of Serbian tennis player Novak Djokovic shows 
Djokovic posing with members of his team yesterday, 
hours after he was released from detention. — AFP 

KUWAIT: A medical worker takes a swab sample from a motorist for a PCR test. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Djokovic wins 
visa battle, 
wants to play

KAMPALA: Uganda ended the world’s longest 
school closure yesterday, ordering millions of stu-
dents back to the classroom nearly two years after 
learning was suspended because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Students poured through school gates 

that had been shuttered in March 2020 when 
COVID-19 swept the globe, greeting teachers and 
friends after 83 weeks outside the classroom. 

“I am so happy because I was missing school, my 
teachers, my friends and my studies,” 10-year-old 
Nawilah Senkungu told AFP at Nakasero Primary 
School in Kampala, where teachers encouraged stu-
dents to wear face masks and wash their hands. 
Education Minister John Muyingo said all primary 
and secondary students would automatically 
resume classes a year above where they left off, and 
urged schools to follow health protocols. 

“All schools have implemented guidelines and 

standard operating procedures to ensure the safe 
return of children to schools, and measures have 
been put in place to ensure those who don’t comply 
do so,” he told AFP. But for some parents, the return 
to school has been difficult after the economic pain 
caused by pandemic curfews and lockdowns. 

Everyln Nyakato, a salon worker and 42-year-
old single mother of five, said she worried about 
covering fees and other school costs. “Even before 
the COVID-19 outbreak, I was struggling to pay 
school fees. Since the pandemic, I was out of work 
as the government closed our businesses,” she told  
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Uganda ends 
world’s longest 
school closure

NEW YOEK: Nine children were 
among at least 19 people killed and 
dozens injured when a fire tore 
through a high-rise apartment build-
ing in New York on Sunday in one of 
America’s worst residential fires in 
recent memory. At least 200 firefight-
ers responded to the blaze, which 
broke out just before 11:00 am (1600 

GMT) on the second and third floors 
of a 19-storey building in The Bronx. 

Witnesses reported seeing trapped 
residents screaming for help from 
windows during the deadly inferno 
that the city’s fire chief said had been 
caused by a portable electric heater, 
leaving victims on “every floor”. 
“There were a lot of kids crying, 
‘Help! Help! Help!’” 38-year-old 
Dilenny Rodriguez, who escaped with 
her children, told AFP. 

Mayor Eric Adams told reporters 
that 19 people had been confirmed 
dead and 63 had been injured, includ-
ing several that were in a “critical 
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9 kids among 
19 killed in 
New York fire


