
NICOSIA: Cyprus’ President Nicos Anastasiades 
received yesterday the Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
and his accompanying delegation on the occasion 
of their official visit to the Mediterranean country. 
During the meeting, the Kuwaiti Minister conveyed 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s and His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s warmest greetings to the Cypriot leader-
ship. Both sides also discussed the bilateral ties 
between the two countries and ways of enhancing 
them in all fields.  

Later yesterday, official negotiations were held 
between Kuwait and Cyprus in the capital Nicosia. 
The talks were held by the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
accompanied by senior officials, with the Cypriot 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Nikos Christodoulides. 
The two sides tackled bilateral relations and the his-
toric deep-rooted ties between both countries dur-

ing the meeting that marked the 61st anniversary of 
establishing the diplomatic relations between both 
countries. They tackled means to boost and bolster 
bilateral ties at all levels, and also discussed the 
required joint cooperation to counter the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and its variants. 

Furthermore, they discussed the latest develop-
ments on the regional and international arenas, and 

main challenges facing the region. The two ministers 
signed two memoranda of understanding, namely, a 
memorandum of understanding on the establish-
ment of a joint committee for cooperation between 
Kuwait and Cyprus at the level of the foreign minis-
ters of the two countries. The second memorandum 
was signed by Kuwaiti Foreign Minister and Cypriot 
Minister of Transport, Communications and Works 

regarding the prevention of theft, secret excavation, 
illegal import and transfer of ownership of cultural 
property and the promotion of its settlement, which 
reflects the determination of both nations to devel-
op and consolidate bilateral relations in all fields. A 
joint press conference was held by the Kuwaiti and 
Cypriot foreign ministers after they concluded the 
official meeting. — KUNA
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Kuwait Crown Prince meets 
former Interior Minister

Amir congratulates Omani Sultan on second anniversary
KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at 
Bayan Palace yesterday National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and former Interior 
Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah. His Highness the Crown Prince praised 
Sheikh Thamer’s sincere and efficient performance 
of duties, appreciating his efforts in serving the 
country during his post. He wished him continued 
progress and success. 

In other news, His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah sent a cable yes-
terday to the Sultan of 
Oman Haitham bin Tareq, 
congratulating him on the 
second anniversary of his 
throne ascension. His 
Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah also sent similar cables. 

In the meantime, His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of 
congratulation yesterday to Mohammad Al-
Halbousi on his reelection as speaker of the Iraqi 

Council of Representatives. His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
and His Highness Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables. 

Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem had sent a cable of congratulation to 
Halbousi on Sunday, in which he commended his 
“balanced and exemplary” performance during his 
past term in speakership, expressing hope for suc-

cess in his new tenure. He 
also voiced hope for closer 
parliamentary cooperation 
with Iraq at regional and 
international forums in 
order to serve the common 
interests of both countries. 

Meanwhile, His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
sent a condolences cable to 
the US President Joe Biden. 

His Highness the Amir expressed sorrow over the 
victims of the fire, which erupted in one of New York 
City’s buildings, and wished the injured a fast recov-
ery. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah sent similar cables. — KUNA
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NICOSIA: Cyprus’ President Nicos Anastasiades meets the Kuwaiti Minister of 
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Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
attends a joint press conference with the Cypriot Minister of Foreign Affairs Nikos 
Christodoulides.
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the infection rate has climbed to 10.1 percent, a 

massive spike from the rates recorded in November 
and earlier of just 0.1 percent. 

Authorities have urged the public to take the third 
booster dose to strengthen their immunity, adding 
that those who got the second dose six months ago 
and earlier must take the third dose. People who are 
50 years old and above can take the dose from any 
vaccination center without appointment. The Cabinet 
had decided that those who had taken the second 
dose nine months and earlier are no longer consid-

ered to be immune against COVID-19. It also banned 
Kuwaiti citizens who have not taken the third dose 
from leaving the country. 

Authorities have urged the public to defer travel 
plans unless necessary to safeguard them against the 
disease, which is spreading worldwide. The interior 
ministry meanwhile warned that it will break up all 
gatherings and events and will send organizers to 
court with the punishment expected to be up to three 
years in jail or a fine of KD 10,000. The Municipal 
Council secretariat has declared a holiday for three 
days starting today, adding that employees returning 
to work on Sunday must produce a negative PCR 
test taken within the past 48 hours. 

Meanwhile, the National Assembly is holding a 
special session on Thursday to debate a number of 
draft laws including creating more jobs for Kuwaitis 
and amendments to the press and publications law. 
The government said it will attend the meeting.

Cabinet imposes 
limited curbs...
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 gathered outside the Melbourne law offices 

where Djokovic had watched his successful appeal, 
dancing and chanting his nickname “Nole”. “It’s a 
big thing for Serbian culture and community,” said 
Marijana Djukic, a 20-year-old university student. 

Police later used pepper spray to disperse fans 
who mobbed a luxury car leaving the offices in 
which Djokovic was thought to be travelling. His 
lawyers and police left the scene shortly afterwards. 
Djokovic had arrived in Melbourne on Wednesday 
ahead of the Australian Open, where he hopes to 
win a record-breaking 21st Grand Slam title. 

But the tournament may yet be out of reach. The 
government’s lawyer told the court that 
Immigration Minister Alex Hawke may decide to 
use his “personal power of cancellation” despite 
the player’s legal victory. Rafael Nadal, one of 
Djokovic’s main rivals for the title, said “it is the 
fairest thing” for his rival to play in the Australian 
Open. “Regardless of whether or not I agree on 
some things with Djokovic, without any doubt, jus-
tice has spoken,” Nadal told Spanish radio station 
Onda Cero. 

After touching down in Australia last week, 
Djokovic was taken into an overnight interview 
with border agents, who decided the champion had 
failed to present a solid medical reason for not 
being jabbed. “I am not vaccinated,” he told the 
official. 

Djokovic’s visa was revoked and he was moved 
to a notorious immigration detention facility 
pending deportation. He spent four nights in the 
former Park Hotel, a five-storey facility that holds 
about 32 migrants trapped in Australia’s hardline 
immigration system - some for many years. 

An early plea by Djokovic to be moved to a 
facility where he can train for the Australian Open 
had fallen on deaf ears, his lawyers said. The 
court’s finding said the government had conceded 
that its actions were “unreasonable” because the 
player was not given the chance to reply fully 
before his visa was torn up. 

In the early hours of Thursday, Djokovic had 
been told he had unti l  8 :30 am (2130 GMT 
Wednesday) to reply to the proposed cancella-
tion of his visa. But instead, the border agent can-
celled it at 7:42 am. The judge said that had 
Djokovic been given until 8:30 am as first prom-
ised, “he could have consulted others and made 
submissions to the delegate about why his visa 
should not be cancelled”. 

According to a transcript of the airport inter-
view, Djokovic told the border control agent: “I 
just really don’t understand what is the reason 
you don’t  a l low me to enter your country.” 
Though it had no bearing on his court case, 
Djokovic’s claim of a positive test on Dec 16 
stirred controversy after it  emerged he had 
attended a gathering that day for the Serbian 
national postal service, which launched a stamp 
series in his honor. 

And pictures shared by the Belgrade tennis 
federation showed him at a young players’ event 
in the city on Dec 17. It reported that he handed 
over cups and prizes to players. No one was 
wearing a mask. —  AFP 
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AFP at a crowded bus stop in Kasubi, a suburb 

of Kampala. “I know I am not alone in this... it’s a 
nightmare for us, especially the poor.” Muyingo said 
any schools demanding fees above pre-pandemic 
rates would be sanctioned. 

The closures affected at least 10 million primary 
and secondary pupils and lasted 83 weeks, accord-
ing to the UN’s education and cultural body 
UNESCO. Children’s rights groups had criticized 
the extreme length of the shutdown, warning that 
closures had far-reaching consequences for learn-
ing and put vulnerable students at higher risk of 
child marriage or forced labor. 

“We can’t let this happen again. We must keep 
schools open for every child, everywhere,” the UN 
children’s agency UNICEF said on Twitter. The 
charity Save the Children said students would 

struggle after falling so far behind, and warned 
there could be high dropout rates in coming weeks 
unless special efforts were made to help the young-
sters adapt. 

Remote learning was available only for the privi-
leged few during Uganda’s school closures. 
Senkungu, the 10-year-old, spent the long closure 
helping on her grandparents’ small farm, tending 
chickens and digging the fields. “I am very happy to 
see my children back to school. They have been 
missing their teachers plus learning,” said her father, 
Siraj Senkungu. 

Richard Aburo, deputy head at Nakasero 
Primary School, said schools and students had fared 
differently during closures, but those in rural and 
poorer settings had been hardest hit. “The effect of 
the Covid pandemic is enormous. It has affected the 
quality of education, so to bridge that gap will take 
some time,” he said. “Some schools up-country did 
not study anything, so the effects differ,” he said, 
adding teachers in many locations had also not been 
paid and abandoned the profession. The country of 
some 45 million people recorded 153,762 cases of 
COVID-19 with 3,339 deaths, according to the lat-
est government figures issued on Jan 7. — AFP 
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 condition”. “This is going to be one of the worst 

fires in our history,” he said. “Join me in praying for 
those we lost, especially the 9 innocent young lives 
that were cut short,” he added in a later tweet. 

The mainly working-class borough of The Bronx is 
home to a large number of immigrants and Adams said 
“many” of the building’s residents had been Muslims 
who moved to New York from Gambia. Photographs 
and video posted on social media showed flames and 
thick black smoke billowing out of a third-storey win-
dow of the brick building at East 181st Street as fire-
fighters operated on a nearby ladder. 

“The fire alarm of course started and then, every-
where was smoke,” said Mohamed Trawalley, 49, a res-
ident of the building. “So it was definitely devastating. 
A lot of smoke. Until now, when I clear my throat, all I 
see is black mucus. It was so serious, I’ve never seen 
anything like it before.” “It was chaos,” George King, 
who lives directly adjacent to the building, told AFP. 
“I’ve been here 15 years and it’s the first time I’ve seen 
something like this. 

The injured were taken to five hospitals; many suf-
fered from cardiac and respiratory arrest and severe 
smoke inhalation, officials said. Michael Joseph, 32, 

who lives in the building, said it took him around 30 
minutes to reach the hallway and then get down six 
flights of stairs because of how thick the smoke was. 
“Actually due to all the smoke, and just inhaling it, it’s 
just so thick. And it’s like you cannot breathe, it’s like 
you’re being suffocated.” 

New York City Fire Department Commissioner 
Daniel Nigro told reporters that the fire started in a 
bedroom in a portable electric heater. He said that 
flames quickly engulfed much of the structure and that 
the smoke was so dense as to be “unprecedented”. 
Nigro added that “very heavy” fire and smoke 
“extended the entire height of the building”. “Members 
found victims on every floor, in stairwells,” he said. 

“The last time we had a loss of life that may be this 
horrific was a fire which was over 30 years ago, also 
here in the Bronx,” Nigro added. He explained that the 
fire originated in a duplex apartment on the second 
and third floors of the building. The door to the apart-
ment had been left open, allowing the fire and smoke 
to spread, he said. “If you close the door the smoke 
and fire spread is contained within that apartment 
instead of spreading up the stairs,” Nigro told 
reporters. Buildings like this one don’t have fire 
escapes, he added. 

Rodriguez, the woman who escaped the fire with 
her children, said the smoke was so thick when she 
went down that “we couldn’t see”. “They took my 
daughter away from me and I got panicked. Once I 
was walking the stairs, I saw a body on the floor that 
they tried to rescue. Also a dog, it was dead. And it 
was really devastating,” she said. — AFP 

9 kids among 
19 killed in...


