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KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti  Ministry of Health
announced yesterday recording 3,683 new infec-
tion cases with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
in the last 24 hours. The new figure is the highest
daily record in Kuwait since the pandemic started,
and the first time the country records more than
3,000 new cases in a single day. With the new
contamination cases, Kuwait’s caseload climbed to
437,602. Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad, the MoH
spokesperson, said in a statement to the press that
medical authorities recorded 544 new recovery
cases, increasing the overall count of the cured to
414,241, noting that the proportion of the healed as
compared to the total number of the cases reached
94.6 percent. Dr Sanad also revealed that there
was a single death due to contamination with
COVID-19, during the past 24 hours, thus the
whole figure of the deaths settled at 2,472.

As to the number of people still receiving med-
ical treatment at intensive care units, he said that
there were 14 patients in these wards as of yester-
day. The whole count of the cases with confirmed
infection that continue to receive treatment has

reached 20,889 and the number of people that are
treated at the COVID-19 wards has stood at 147.
Also in the same duration, medical staff conducted
36,318 PCR tests with the whole number of these
examinations soaring to 6,235,969, Dr Sanad said,

also noting that the proportion of the infection
cases to the tests reached 10.1 percent.

Kuwait along, with other Gulf countries, has
been battling the coronavirus and its strains with
protective measures and vaccinations. In response

to the recent hike in daily infections driven by the
Omicron variant, Kuwait’s Cabinet yesterday
ordered state departments to slash staff atten-
dance down to 50 percent. Private employers have
been told to limit their staff capacity in a manner
that would still allow for a smooth workflow, the
government’s communication center cited
spokesman Tareq Al-Mezrem as saying. In meas-
ures to halt the spread of the virus, in effect as of
tomorrow, he said conferences and meetings
would shift back to video link, while public trans-
port capacity should not exceed 50 percent.
Similarly, sporting venues nationwide, in addition
to gyms and salons, would only allow entry to
those who have been fully vaccinated, added the
spokesman.

In the meantime, the Civil Service Commission
(CSC) issued a resolution following the Cabinet’s
meeting to announce the limiting of staff capacity,
as well as shifting to holding conferences and
meetings virtually. In a statement, the CSC said the
biometric fingerprint attendance system in all state
departments will be suspended. —KUNA
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Gulf ministers
visit China amid
energy fears
BEIJING: Foreign ministers from oil-rich Gulf states arrived
in Beijing yesterday for a five-day visit as turmoil in neigh-
boring Kazakhstan raises concerns about China’s energy
security. The officials from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman and
Bahrain, as well as secretary general of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Dr Nayef Al-Hajrah, will be in
China until Friday, the foreign ministry has said.

Recent unrest in oil and gas-rich Kazakhstan has raised
concerns in China, which has long invested heavily in its cen-
tral Asian neighbor’s energy industry. The visit follows a flur-
ry of diplomatic activity by China’s foreign minister Wang Yi,
including a tour of Africa as well as visits to the Maldives and
Sri Lanka. “Facing vast development prospects, (China)
believes this visit... will further deepen China-GCC relation
and promote the achievement of better results from China-
GCC dialogue and cooperation in various fields,” foreign
ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said at a routine briefing
yesterday. “We are willing to work hard together with all

sides from the GCC, pursue common development, and
advance bilateral relations to a new stage.”

He did not provide further details on discussions during
the Gulf ministers’ visit, which is the first group trip of its
kind. But they are expected to speak about strengthening
energy ties with Beijing. China has sought in recent years to
bolster its ties with the Gulf states, with President Xi Jinping
in 2014 aiming to more than double trade with the region by
2023. State-owned newspaper Global Times said the visit
may also “make breakthroughs” in talks over a China-GCC
free-trade agreement. The potential agreement was first
tabled in 2004, with the two sides discussing in March last
year the possibility of resuming negotiations. Xi praised the
Kazakhstan government’s deadly crackdown on protesters
as “highly responsible” in a message to leader Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev last week. He added that Beijing was willing
to “provide support” if needed, state media reported.

Meanwhile, Dr Hajraf affirmed the need to boost Gulf-
Chinese relations on different levels. Hajraf’s remarks came
during his visit to China yesterday on an invitation from
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, the GCC’s Secretariat
General said in a statement. Hajraf hoped this visit would
push the GCC-China ties forward, in the light of the frame-
work Agreement on Economic Cooperation between the
GCC States and China, signed between the two sides in
June 2004 in Beijing, as well as the memorandum of under-
standing in 2010. —Agencies
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KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sibi George yes-
terday inaugurated the Indian Embassy’s three BLS
International outsourcing centers for consular, passport
and visa services in Sharq, Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh (Abbasiya)
and Fahaheel. In an online address on Sunday, the ambas-
sador briefed members of the Indian community on the
new centers. It was followed by a detailed presentation on
the new facilities by Dr Vinod Gaikwad, First Secretary,
Indian Embassy. “We are going through a very difficult
time with a rapid increase in the number of COVID-19 cas-
es. We have seen that in recent weeks, there is a spike in
cases. We had a few cases in the embassy today, and as a
precaution, we are closing the attestation services tomor-
row,” the ambassador said in his virtual address on Sunday. 

“Starting January 11, we will have attestation services
from the new outsourcing centers. I reiterate all to adhere
to and abide by the regulations and procedures announced
by the government of Kuwait to combat and limit the
spread of the virus. I urge all Indians who have not taken
their vaccines to immediate take vaccines and also booster
shots early,” the ambassador said. 

“I request those who have any contact with any
COVID-19 positive patient and/or showing any symptoms
to immediately visit the nearest health facility for appropri-
ate medical consultation/check-up without any hesitation
or delay. The embassy is ready to provide any assistance
including meeting the medical expenses for all emergency
medical cases on a means-tested basis,” George added. 

The embassy has circulated a list of over 50 Indian doc-
tors of the Indian Doctors Forum who have volunteered to
extend free teleconsultations to those in need. “I thank IDF
and our doctors for their service. Please note that our
Indian Community Support Group (ICSG) and our many
associations are ready to extend all support. Any issue,
please bring it to our attention immediately. Together we
will face this challenge,” he stated. 

The ambassador also urged groups and associations to

avoid all social gatherings. “We will shift to virtual mode
and avoid physical gatherings in organizing various events
such as our Republic Day celebrations on January 26 and
also National Youth Day on January 12,” he added.  

Starting today (Jan 11, 2022) consular, passport and visa
services will be rendered from the new BLS centers at:
Third floor, Jawhara Tower, Ali Al-Salem Street in Sharq,
Kuwait City; mezzanine floor, Olive Supermarket building,
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh; and mezzanine floor, Al-Anoud
Shopping Complex, Makkah Street in Fahaheel.

The timings for the centers are: Saturday to Thursday -
8 am to 12 noon and 4 pm to 8 pm. Friday - 4 pm to 8 pm.

The old outsourcing centers run by CKGS will stop
functioning with effect from Jan 10, 2022. The 24X7
WhatsApp message helpline numbers have also been
updated with additional details. Information in this regard
can also be obtained from these helpline numbers. In case
of any further assistance/queries, please write to
cons1.kuwait@mea.gov.in.

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George inaugurates
the Indian Embassy’s new outsourcing center BLS
International at Sharq yesterday.

Indian Ambassador Sibi George tours Indian Embassy’s new outsourcing center at Sharq following its
inauguration yesterday.

KGOC sings MoU with
Saudi Arabian Chevron
to export excess gas
KUWAIT: Kuwait Gulf Oil Company (KGOC) and
Saudi Arabian Chevron signed yesterday a memo-
randum of understanding to export spare gas from
joint Wafra operations. In a statement, Acting CEO
Mohammad Al-Haimer said in a statement that
KGOC started early yesterday to export around 12
million cubic feet of excess gas, expecting to
increase exporting in the upcoming months to reach
between 40-50 million cubic feet of gas. The mem-
orandum is considered a huge achievement that will
benefit both economic and environmental sectors,
according to Kuwait’s environmental regulations,
Haimer added. He also affirmed that it also envis-
ages developing the long and short operating plans
to deliver the surplus gas from joint Wafra opera-
tions zone Kuwait Oil Company’s refineries, pending
treatment in line with the gas burning regulations
set by the Environment Public Authority (EPA).

Haimer expressed gratitude to EPA Chairman
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
his supporting the KGOC.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Mohammad Al-Haimer, Acting CEO of KGOC
(left) and Don Stilling, Senior Vice President of Chevron
Saudi Arabia for Operations, shake hands after signing
the agreement.  —KUNA


