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“The Power of the Dog” and
“West Side Story” on Sunday
won the top film prizes at an

untelevised Golden Globes that was
largely ignored by Hollywood, with
awards unveiled via a live blog without
any of the usual A-list glamour. Jane
Campion’s dark Western “The Power of
the Dog” became only the second film
directed by a woman to win the best dra-
ma prize. The film also won for best

director and best supporting actor for
Kodi Smit-McPhee. Steven Spielberg’s
“West Side Story” remake claimed top
honors for best comedy or musical, as
well as lead and supporting actress
prizes for stars Rachel Zegler and Ariana
DeBose.

Will Smith and Nicole Kidman won the
prizes for best actor and actress in film
dramas for their turns in “King Richard”
and “Being the Ricardos.” But none of the
stars were present as usual at the
Beverly Hilton, with the ceremony held
behind closed doors. The awards, which
are usually closely followed for the imme-
diate boost to box office tallies and Oscar

hopes that a Globes win can provide,
were hugely overshadowed by a long-
brewing row over ethical lapses by the
organizers.

The Hollywood Foreign Press
Association, a group of 100-odd enter-
tainment writers with links to foreign pub-
lications, has been accused of a litany of
failings from corruption to racism. The
Globes are traditionally billed as
Tinseltown’s biggest party - in past years,

the event was watched by TV audiences
of millions, and spawned frenzied debate
and memes on social media. This year,
NBC scrapped its broadcast, the HFPA
did not offer a livestream, and the event
failed to take off on Twitter, where pop
culture fans were more preoccupied with
the death of US comedian Bob Saget.

‘Work to be done’ 
The young stars of “West Side Story”

took to Twitter to mark their wins, with
Zegler noting that she had been awarded
her Globe exactly three years after being
cast as an unknown by Spielberg from
among 30,000 hopefuls. “Life is very

strange,” she wrote. DeBose thanked the
HFPA while cautioning that further reform
is needed. “There is still work to be done,
but when you’ve worked so hard on a
project - infused with blood, sweat, tears
and love - having the work seen and
acknowledged is always going to be spe-
cial,” she tweeted.

A Los Angeles Times expose last year
found the HFPA had no Black members,
opening the floodgates for criticism from
across Hollywood including from A-list
stars such as Tom Cruise. Since the
scandal broke, the HFPA has rushed
through reforms, admitting its biggest
ever annual intake, including several
Black and other minority members. It has
banned members from accepting lavish
gifts and hotel stays from studios courting
their votes, and highlighted its philan-
thropic work.

During the behind-closed-doors cere-
mony on Sunday, the HFPA tweeted pre-
recorded videos from Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Jamie Lee Curtis
praising the group’s community work. “I’m
proud to be associated with them in this
venture,” said Curtis, referring to funding
by the HFPA for community programs.
But celebrities were otherwise conspicu-
ously absent from the proceedings, leav-
ing the Golden Globes website’s live blog
to inform readers: “No other awards com-
munity shows as much love and generos-
ity to others quite like the HFPA!”

Oscar hopefuls 
Despite the subdued atmosphere sur-

rounding the Globes, three wins apiece
for “The Power of the Dog” and “West
Side Story” confirm their credentials as
contenders for an award season that cul-
minates in March with the Oscars.
Campion’s “Power of the Dog,” starring
Benedict Cumberbatch, which tackles
toxic masculinity in 1920s Montana and
was released by Netflix with a limited the-
atrical run, has received rave reviews.
Spielberg’s “West Side Story” remake

flopped at the box office but was also
adored by critics.

Kenneth Branagh, whose black-and-
white account of the outbreak of sectari-
an violence during the late 1960s in
“Belfast” is considered a strong award
season contender and had jointly topped
the nominations, won only for best
screenplay. Andrew Garfield won best
actor in a comedy of musical for “tick, tick
... Boom!”, which is based on the semi-
autobiographical musical of the same
name written by “Rent” composer
Jonathan Larson. “Succession,” HBO’s
tale of about a media tycoon’s warring
family, topped the television side with
three prizes including best drama.— AFP 

Puddings and
pageantry for 
Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee

Pomp, pageantry and pud-
dings will form the centre-
piece of celebrations to

mark Queen Elizabeth II’s 70
years on the throne, Buckingham
Palace announced yesterday.
The 95-year-old monarch’s
Platinum Jubilee begins on
February 6 - the date in 1952
when she became queen after
the death of her father, King
George VI. Britain’s longest-serv-
ing monarch will be the only
queen or king in the country’s
long history to have ruled for 70
years. Buckingham Palace offi-
cials unveiled a series of events
to mark the occasion and reflect
the Queen’s call for the celebra-
tions to promote a mood of
national unity.

Topping festivities that reflect
national passions is a competition
to create a new Jubilee pudding,
with the winner chosen by judges
including the palace head chef.
The head of state will also be pre-
sented with a digital map showing
every tree planted as part of the
Queen’s Green Canopy initiative.
The Queen and her eldest son
and heir, Prince Charles, planted
their own tree on the royal estate
in Balmoral, northeast Scotland,
last October. The main celebra-
tions will be held over a four-day
long weekend, kicking off with
public holidays on Thursday June
2 and Friday June 3.

On the Thursday, the Queen’s
Birthday Parade will see more
than 1,000 soldiers, horses and
army musicians perform a
Trooping of the Color ceremony in
central London. The annual event
in central London marks the
Queen’s official birthday but has
been cancelled for the last two
years because of the coronavirus
pandemic. Continuing a tradition
dating back hundreds of years,
people will light beacons in over
1,500 towns, cities and villages
across the country that evening.

On the Friday, there will be a
service of thanksgiving at St
Paul’s Cathedral in London, fol-
lowed up on the Saturday with a
live concert featuring big-name
stars. More than 200,000 neigh-
borhood parties are expected to
be held on Sunday June 5, as
well as a street pageant in
London featuring performers from
across the Commonwealth. The
dress and robes worn by the
Queen at her coronation in 1953
will be on display at her Windsor
Castle home west of London after
the main events.

Positive headlines? 
Royal officials will be hoping

the events can generate more
positive headlines after a slew of
negative publicity in recent
months. The Queen’s second
son, Prince Andrew, is facing a
US civil claim for sexual assault
and questions about his links to
convicted sex offenders Jeffrey
Epstein and Ghislaine Maxwell.
The monarch’s grandson, Prince
Harry, is set to release his mem-
oirs this year, with the family
braced for fresh revelations after
his criticisms last year.

The program of mass Jubilee
events makes no mention of
COVID restrictions, which have
curtailed royal engagements and
other public duties since early
2020. Queen Elizabeth II is only
the second British monarch to
celebrate silver, golden and dia-
mond jubilees to mark 25, 50 and
60 years on the throne. In 1977,
her Silver Jubilee saw nationwide
street parties and a procession -
as well as the release of the Sex
Pistols’ punk anthem “God Save
The Queen”.

A highlight of the Golden
Jubilee in 2002 was guitarist Brian
May - from the rock band Queen -
playing the national anthem on
the roof of Buckingham Palace. In
2012, a flotilla of 1,000 boats
sailed down the River Thames to
mark the 60th anniversary of her
reign, helping to boost interest
and support for the monarchy.
Soon afterwards, the Queen and
her beloved corgis starred in a
cameo alongside James Bond
actor Daniel Craig at the opening
ceremony of the London
Olympics.— AFP 

This illustration photo shows a person checking the Golden Globe Awards online via the Golden
Globes Twitter account, in Los Angeles.

In this file photo, guests attend the 50th anniversary celebration of Woodstock at Bethel Woods
Center for the Arts in Bethel, New York. Michael Lang, a concert promoter who co-created the gen-
eration-defining Woodstock music festival, died on January 8, 2022 aged 77. — AFP 

HFPA Grantee and Hola Mexico Film Festival
Director Diana Luna presents the Best Actress
in a TV Drama Series Award onstage during the
79th Annual Golden Globe Awards at The
Beverly Hilton on January 9, 2022.

This handout image released by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFPA) shows HFPA
Grantee and A Place Called Home Chief Development Officer Katie Alheim presenting the Best
Animated Motion Picture Award onstage during the 79th Annual Golden Globe Awards at The
Beverly Hilton. — AFP photos

HFPA Grantee and Founder and Executive Director of Kids in the Spotlight Tige Charity pres-
ents the Best Performance by a Supporting Actor in a Series, Limited Series, or Television
Movie Award onstage during the 79th Annual Golden Globe Awards at The Beverly Hilton.

Bob Saget, the US comedian who
delighted millions as the star of televi-
sion’s “Full House” in the 1980s and

1990s, has died, his family said Sunday. He
was 65. “We are devastated to confirm that
our beloved Bob passed away today,”
Saget’s family said in a statement published
by People magazine. “He was everything to
us and we want you to know how much he
loved his fans, performing live and bringing
people from all walks of life together with
laughter.” Saget, often heralded as
“America’s dad” and one of the most ubiqui-
tous faces on US television in the 1990s,
was found dead in a Florida hotel room on
Sunday, the Orange County Sheriff’s office
said.

It was unclear how he died. Detectives
saw no sign of foul play or drugs when they
were called to the Ritz-Carlton Orlando,
Grande Lakes, where Saget had been
found “unresponsive,” according to police.
He had been touring the country and had
done a show in Jacksonville the night
before his body was found. He tweeted
after the performance that he had “loved” it,
telling fans to check his website for 2022
tour dates.

Tributes poured in, including from his Full
House co-stars. Saget starred in the show
as Danny Tanner, the widowed father of
three girls, and his efforts to raise them -
assisted by his brother-in-law Jesse and
friend Joey - formed the heart of the popular
sitcom. “I am broken. I am gutted. I am in
complete and utter shock. I will never ever
have another friend like him. I love you so
much Bobby,” tweeted actor John Stamos,

who played Jesse. Candace Cameron
Bure, who played Saget’s eldest daughter
on the show, tweeted: “I have no words.
Bob was one of the best human beings I’ve
ever known in my life. I loved him so much.”
Fellow co-stars the Olsen twins also
expressed their condolences. “We are
deeply saddened that he is no longer with
us but know that he will continue to be by
our side to guide us as gracefully as he
always has,” Mary-Kate and Ashley said in
a statement carried by US media.

“Full House” ran for eight seasons, from
1987 to 1995, on ABC, which said it was
“deeply saddened” by Saget’s passing.
“Whether playing a loving father on ‘Full
House’ or hosting the early years of
‘America’s Funniest Home Videos’ with his
signature wit and charm, Bob always knew
how to connect with families through heart
and humor,” the network said in a state-
ment. “Our thoughts are with his family as
we mourn the passing of such an incredibly
gifted comedian and talent.”

‘Gone too soon’ 
Though his television persona was

“America’s dad,” his stand-up comedy was
known for being far more raunchy. Saget
was also a host of “America’s Funniest
Home Videos”, wildly popular in the pre-
YouTube era, and had been the voice of the
narrator on the CBS hit show “How I Met
Your Mother.” From 2005 to 2010 he had a
recurring role on the HBO hit “Entourage,”
playing a parody of himself.

Star Trek actor George Takei said Saget
was “a regular presence in our living rooms,
bringing to us the funniest videos and
countless belly laughs.” “Gone too soon,
like so many of the brightest souls,” he
wrote. “Still in shock. I just spoke with Bob a
few days ago. We stayed on the phone as
usual making each other laugh,” comic
Gilbert Gottfried wrote on Twitter. Actor and
director BJ Novak tweeted: “I have always
and will always love Bob Saget.”—AFP

Michael Lang, a concert promoter
who co-created the generation-
defining Woodstock music festival,

died Saturday aged 77, a family friend
confirmed. Lang died of a “rare form of
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma” at Memorial
Sloan Kettering Hospital Cancer Center
in New York, according to a statement
from the family released by music execu-
tive Michael Pagnotta.

“We are very sad to hear that leg-
endary Woodstock icon and long time
family friend Michael Lang has passed at
77 after a brief illness,” Pagnotta said on
Twitter, adding, “Rest In Peace.” Lang
was only 24 when he helped organize the
Woodstock festival in August 1969 in the
Catskill Mountains of New York state. The

three-day affair brought together an
unparalleled group of hugely popular rock
and folk stars, including Joan Baez, Janis
Joplin, The Who, Joe Cocker, Santana
and Jimi Hendrix.

It drew more than 400,000 young peo-
ple for an exuberant celebration of the
1960s’ counterculture built around music,
drugs and free love. The festival-with
sporadic rain transforming the rolling hills
of Max Yasgur’s dairy farm into a sea of
mud-covered hippies-became a pivotal
moment in rock history, immortalized in
an eponymous Oscar-winning documen-
tary (Lang makes repeated appearances)
and in a song performed by Crosby,
Stills, Nash & Young.

Lang also produced two follow-up
Woodstock festivals-in 1994 and 1999 —
though they were less popular than the
original. The 1999 version ended with a
restless crowd looting, setting fires and
vandalizing structures. In 2019, Lang
attempted to organize a 50th anniversary
Woodstock sequel, but amid financial
and logistical setbacks it was ultimately
canceled.— AFP 

US actor Bob Saget


