
LONDON: Nottingham Forest dumped 14-time win-
ners Arsenal out of the FA Cup on Sunday after
Tottenham and Liverpool survived scares against
lower-league opposition to progress. West Ham saw
off Leeds 2-0 in the day’s only third-round match
featuring two Premier League teams while Wolves
defeated Sheffield United 3-0. But Mikel Arteta’s
Arsenal huffed and puffed against Forest at the City
ground in the evening kick-off and ultimately paid a
heavy price for their below-par performance, losing
1-0.

The decisive moment came in the 83rd minute
when Lewis Grabban converted a superb Ryan Yates
cross to set up a tie against holders Leicester in the
next round. “I don’t want to use excuses, I expect the
team I put out to do better and when you don’t in the
cup you are out,” said a despondent Arteta, who now
only has the Premier League to focus on. 

“Today showed we were not capable of winning
against Forest away from home and didn’t put in the
level to win the game,” he told ITV. “It’s a collective
issue and today we have not done it.” But jubilant
Forest boss Steve Cooper said his side deserved their
famous win. “I’m really proud of the boys, pleased
with the performance,” he said. “It’s brilliant to get
through and I hope the players now really believe in
what we’re doing.”

Spurs comeback 
Earlier, a much-changed Spurs were trailing at

half-time against League One opponents Morecambe
but Harry Winks levelled and substitutes Lucas
Moura and Harry Kane scored late to seal a 3-1 win.
Morecambe boss Stephen Robinson was absent for
the game against the club at which he began his play-
ing career after testing positive for coronavirus.
Spurs - 59 places higher than their third-tier oppo-
nents on the English football ladder - fell behind in

the 33rd minute when Morecambe captain Anthony
O’Connor converted from close range following a
corner.

The home side struggled to impose themselves
and Tottenham boss Antonio Conte summoned Moura
and Kane from the bench with just over 20 minutes to
go. Spurs still needed a slice of luck to level the score
- Winks’s free-kick was overhit, but it flew over flail-
ing Morecambe goalkeeper Trevor Carson and into
the far corner. Moura put Spurs ahead in the 85th

minute after rounding the goalkeeper following a
charge from midfield and Kane made sure Spurs
would progress. “We deserve to win because in these
types of games you have to show your strength,”
Conte told the BBC.

“They defended with 11 players and that’s normal
in these games but it is important to find the right
solution.” Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp, back in the
dugout at Anfield after completing his isolation peri-
od following a positive test for COVID-19, watched
as his side went behind before recovering strongly to
win 4-1. Liverpool named five youth team players in
their team to face League One side Shrewsbury after
a COVID-affected build-up to the match, with more
academy players on the bench.

The Merseyside club, whose training ground was
shut for 48 hours during the week due to a virus out-
break, are without Mohamed Salah, Sadio Mane and
Naby Keita, all of whom are at the Africa Cup of
Nations. Shrewsbury struck with their first real attack
of any threat, when Daniel Udoh fired home from
close range following a Nathanael Ogbeta cross. But
the home side were level just seven minutes later
when Kaide Gordon, aged 17 years and 96 days,
became the second-youngest goalscorer in the club’s
history.

Fabinho gave Klopp’s men the lead from the
penalty spot shortly before half-time and there were
further goals from substitute Roberto Firmino and a
second for Fabinho. Goals from Manuel Lanzini and
Jarrod Bowen were enough for West Ham to beat
Leeds 2-0 at the London Stadium while Daniel
Podence scored twice in a 3-0 win for Wolves
against Sheffield United. Third-tier Cambridge, who
shocked Premier League side Newcastle on Saturday,
will play Luton in the fourth round while non-league
side Kidderminster host West Ham. Manchester
United hosted Aston Villa in the last of the third-
round ties yesterday.— AFP 
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Nottingham Forest dump 
Arsenal out of FA Cup 1-0

West Ham see 
off Leeds 2-0

Tottenham and Liverpool survive scares

NOTTINGHAM: Arsenal’s English midfielder Bukayo Saka (left) and Nottingham Forest’s English midfielder Jack Colback collide
during the English FA Cup third round football match between Nottingham Forest and Arsenal on January 9, 2022. — AFP 

Djokovic rules 
ATP rankings 
PARIS: There were no ATP points for Novak
Djokovic’s victory in the law courts yesterday but the
Serb remains comfortably the world’s top-ranked men’s
player ahead of next week’s Australian Open. Djokovic,
who may still be excluded from the year’s first grand
slam event because of his COVID-19 vaccination status,
remains over 2000 points clear of second-ranked Daniil
Medvedev to claim the number one spot for the 355th
week in his career. 

Yesterday a judge ordered that Djokovic, who had
been held since landing in Australia last Wednesday “be
released immediately and forthwith from immigration
detention”. Djokovic has won the Australian Open nine
times, including the last three events, but his hopes of
defending the title and winning a record-breaking 21st
Grand Slam title still hang in the balance. 

The Australian government’s lawyer said yesterday
that Immigration Minister Alex Hawke may decide to
use his “personal power of cancellation” on the Serb’s
visa despite the player’s legal victory. Behind Djokovic,
the week’s biggest winner was Felix Auger-Aliassime
who moved up to a career-best ninth after helping
Canada to win the ATP Cup at the weekend. “I hope
that continues, not just this week, but for many months
to come,” said the 21-year-old about his current form. 

As a result of his rise, the Pole Hubert Hurkacz (10th)
and the Italian Janik Sinner (11th) both slip back one
place. Auger-Aliassime’s Canada teammate Denis
Shapovalov remains at 14, ahead of the Spaniard Roberto
Bautista Agut who is up two spots to 17.  Frenchman Gael
Monfils returned to the Top 20 in 19th position, a rise of
two places, thanks to his victory over Karen Khachanov
at the Adelaide International on Sunday.

ATP rankings as of January 10 - (1) Novak Djokovic
(SRB) 11015 pts; (2) Daniil Medvedev (RUS) 8935; (3)
Alexander Zverev (GER) 7970; (4) Stefanos Tsitsipas
(GRE) 6540; (5) Andrey Rublev (RUS) 4990; (6) Rafael
Nadal (ESP) 4875; (7) Matteo Berrettini (ITA) 4603; (8)
Casper Ruud (NOR) 4155; (9) Felix Auger-Aliassime
(CAN) 3653 (+2); (10) Hubert Hurkacz (POL) 3636 (-1);
(11) Jannik Sinner (ITA) 3390 (-1); (12) Cameron Norrie
(GBR) 2945; (13) Diego Schwartzman (ARG) 2730; (14)
Denis Shapovalov (CAN) 2615; (15) Dominic Thiem
(AUT) 2410 (16); Roger Federer (SUI) 2385; (17)
Roberto Bautista Agut (ESP) 2385 (+2); (18) Christian
Garin (CHI) 2375 (-1); (19) GaÎl Monfils (FRA) 2373
(+2); (20) Aslan Karatsev (RUS) 2351 (-2). —AFP

Kontaveit, Badosa 
win as Barty pulls 
out of warm-up
SYDNEY: Top-10 stars Anett Kontaveit and Paula
Badosa clocked wins to open their Sydney Classic
campaigns yesterday but world number one Ashleigh
Barty pulled out to rest ahead of the Australian Open.
Estonian world number seven Kontaveit swept past
China’s Zhang Shuai 6-3, 6-3 while Spain’s ninth-
ranked Badosa overcame Latvia’s Jelena Ostapenko 7-
6 (7/1), 6-1.

But former Australian Open champion Sofia Kenin,
ranked 12, crashed at the first hurdle 6-4, 6-0 to
Russia’s Daria Kasatkina. Two-time Wimbledon cham-
pion Petra Kvitova, meanwhile, survived a scare
against Arantxa Rus, battling back from a set down to
win 3-6, 7-6 (7/4), 7-5. Czech Kvitova was stunned by
Australian Priscilla Hon at Adelaide last week, but Hon
couldn’t repeat that form as she lost her Sydney open-
er in straight sets to Romania’s Jaqueline Cristian. 

The in-form Kontaveit ended her 2021 season by
winning 29 of her last 34 matches, and she picked up
where she left off against Zhang in her 2022 debut. “I
think I have this inner confidence but I’m not putting
too much pressure on myself,” she said. “The end of
the season was physically very demanding and
although now I’m feeling good and ready to play
again, it’s going to be a new season and just really
happy to be back competing.”

Top seed Barty pulled out after clinching the sin-
gles and doubles titles at the Adelaide International,
opting instead to travel directly to Melbourne for the
opening Grand Slam of the year, which starts next
week. “Unfortunately, I am withdrawing from the
Sydney Tennis Classic to have some time to recover
before the Australian Open,” she said. Barty demol-
ished Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina 6-3, 6-2 to claim
the 14th singles title of her career on Sunday, then
returned to win the doubles with Storm Sanders.

It was her first tournament in four months, since a
shock third-round loss at the US Open in September,
after which she opted to remain in Australia because of
the pandemic. Former French Open champion Iga
Swiatek, who fell to Barty in the Adelaide semis, also
withdrew from Sydney. “After a tense pre-season and
last week’s tournament in Adelaide I feel like my body
needs more time to recover before @australianopen,”
the Pole tweeted, adding that she had some pain in her
lower rib area.

Swiatek was due to open her Sydney tournament
against US Open champion Emma Raducanu, who
missed the Melbourne Summer Set event last week as
she continued to recover from coronavirus. The Briton
will instead play Rybakina. Among the men, Belgium’s
David Goffin won his first-round match 6-4, 6-4
against Argentina’s Facundo Bagnis, while Australian
Jordan Thomson, Italy’s Lorenzo Sonego and Finland’s
Harri Heliovaara were also winners. But Australian
Nick Kyrgios withdrew after contracting COVID-19,
putting his Australian Open campaign in doubt.— AFP 

Spain’s Paula Badosa

Boult skittles
Bangladesh to put
N Zealand on top
CHRISTCHURCH: Trent Boult bagged five wickets
as Bangladesh were rolled for 126 in reply to New
Zealand’s mammoth 521 for six declared in the sec-
ond Test yesterday. The last wicket fell in the final
over of the day in Christchurch as the Bangladesh
innings ended inside a session and a half, to leave
them 395 in arrears. After two days the hosts look
well on course for the victory they need to draw the
two-match series after losing the first Test by eight
wickets. New Zealand had made batting look easy
after being sent in on a green wicket with opener
Tom Latham in the middle for more than nine hours
for his 252, while Devon Conway added 109 and
Tom Blundell was 57 not out.

When the Black Caps declared, pace bowlers
Boult and Tim Southee then showed how to move
the ball on a verdant surface as they ripped through
the Bangladesh line-up. Boult put the difference
down to local knowledge. “That’s the beauty of Test
cricket, the little subtleties that come with different
grounds,” he said. “The wicket obviously offers a
little bit of bounce with a bit of grass on it.

‘All about length’ 
“It’s all about the length here, of us getting them

on the front foot and encouraging them to drive
down the ground ... pitching the ball up and hope-
fully we can get 10 (wickets) pretty quickly again.”
Boult ended with five for 43 while Southee took
three for 28. Only two relative Test novices, Yasir Ali
and Nurul Hasan, provided any resistance.

Yasir, in his third Test, made 55 while Nurul was
out for 41 in his fifth appearance. “Of course we’re
disappointed,” Bangladesh batting coach Ashwell
Prince said. “If we can learn something from the
Kiwis batting on day one it was that they left a lot
more balls outside the off stump. “The Kiwis got it
swinging as well today and bowled really well and
made it tough for our guys.” The tourists lost their
first four wickets for only 11 runs inside seven overs
and were then 27 for five before Yasir and Nurul put
together a 60-run partnership.

In a whirlwind start, Boult had Shadman Islam
(seven) and Najmul Hossain Shanto (four) both

caught by Latham at second slip while Southee
bowled debutant Mohammad Naim and captain
Mominul Haque without scoring. The fifth wicket fell
in the first over after tea when Boult had Liton Das
caught behind for eight. Southee came back to
break up the Yasir-Nurul partnership with a ball
that nipped back sharply on Nurul to trap him lbw.
Boult became the fourth New Zealander to take 300
Test wickets when he bowled Mehidy Hasan for five
to join Richard Hadlee, Daniel Vettori and Southee.

Latham marathon
Kyle Jamieson removed Taskin Ahmed cheaply

and Yasir before Boult finished off the innings bowl-
ing Shoriful Islam. Latham’s two slip catches came
after his marathon innings, the second double-cen-
tury of his career. He faced 373 deliveries, with 34
fours and two sixes, and the innings only coming to
an end when he went in search of quick runs ahead
of the declaration. He smacked a six, four and
another six off successive Mominul Haque deliveries
but then mistimed another big hit off Bangladesh
captain and part-time spinner to be caught at
square leg.

Conway, resuming the day on 99, brought up his
hundred with a four off the first ball but was run out
soon after with the score on 363 to end a 215-run
second-wicket partnership with Latham. New
Zealand’s elder statesman Ross Taylor, playing his
112th and final Test, received a guard of honor on his
way to the middle from the Bangladesh players and
was quickly into his trademark strokes, with bound-
aries from a cover drive and a cut. But on 28 he was
caught by Shoriful Islam at square-leg off Ebadot
Hossain. Henry Nicholls and Daryl Mitchell followed
soon after.— AFP 

Loeb takes Dakar
7th stage; Al-Attiyah
retains runaway lead
RIYADH: Sebastien Loeb annexed the Dakar Rally
seventh stage to move to the top of the chasing group
behind runaway leader Nasser Al-Attiyah on Sunday
which marked a change of guard at the top of the bike
standings. Loeb, France’s nine-time world rally cham-
pion, landed his second win of 2022 as the grueling
roadtrip across the Saudi Arabian desert resumed
after Saturday’s rest day.

He crossed the finish line at the end of the 402 kilo-
meter drive from Riyadh to Al-Dawadimi almost five and
a half minutes clear of Al-Attiyah. But it was not all plain
sailing for the 47-year-old whose best result from five
Dakar attempts was second in 2017. “We had a fantastic
special until 50 kilometers before the line, when we
started having engine problems. “It just sputtered on, off
and on again. We lost a lot of time near the end, but we
still came out on top, so no complaints from my side.”

He then lifted the lid on his masterplan to derail Al-
Attiyah’s march to the title: “There is no strategy. We’ll

just do our job and see how it plays out.” Qatari Al-
Attiyah steers his Toyota into the second and final
week with a huge 44min 59sec lead from Loeb, his
fourth Dakar title seemingly his to lose. Home favorite
Yazeed al-Rahji lies third, just over eight minutes
behind Loeb. For Al-Attiyah, the priority now is to
“give it our all day after day and hope that it will pay
off at the end of the Dakar”.—AFP

While al-Attiyah has a tight grip on the car stand-
ings there was a new name at the top of the bike race
with France’s Adrien Van Beveren the new leader
after a stage won by Chile’s Jose Cornejo Florimo and
which proved costly to Sam Sunderland. The Briton
lined up at the start leading the two-wheeled hunt for
the 2022 title but ended it down in fourth after losing
20 minutes.—AFP

CHRISTCHURCH: Bangladesh’s Taskin Ahmed plays a shot on
day two of the second cricket Test match between New Zealand
and Bangladesh yesterday. — AFP 

AD DAWADIMI: French driver Sebastien Loeb and co-driver Fabian Lurquin of Belgium compete during Stage 7 of the Dakar Rally
2022 between the Saudi capital Riyadh and Al-Dawadimi town. — AFP 


