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Senegal thump Zimbabwe 1-0
Cape Verde thump Ethiopia at Cup of Nations; Victory for hosts Cameroon 

BAFOUSSAM: Senegal’s forward Sadio Mane (left) shoots and fails to score as Zimbabwe’s goalkeeper Petros Mhari (right) prepares to make a save during the Group B Africa Cup of Nations (CAN) 2021 football match 
between Senegal and Zimbabwe yesterday. — AFP 

BAFOUSSAM: Liverpool star Sadio Mane con-
verted a penalty deep in added time to snatch a 
fortunate 1-0 win for Senegal over Zimbabwe in the 
Africa Cup of Nations Group B opener yesterday 
in Bafoussam. Disaster struck the gallant under-
dogs when a shot  hi t  the r ight  arm of  Kelvin 
Madzongwe and Mane sent goalkeeper Petros 
Mhari the wrong way with the resulting penalty on 
97 minutes to settle a lacklustre affair. 

While Senegal, one of the favorites to win a 
competition delayed twice by COVID-19, dominat-
ed possession, they rarely threatened to break 
down a well-organized Zimbabwe defense. Senegal 
lacked Chelsea goalkeeper Edouard Mendy and 
Napoli centre-back Kalidou Koulibaly, who are 
recovering in Cameroon after testing positive for 
the coronavirus. Zimbabwe travelled to central 
Afr ica without  a  couple of  their  top players , 
Marvelous Nakamba from Aston Villa and fellow 
midfielder Marshall Munetsi from French Ligue 1 
outfit Reims, due to injuries. 

With reigning African Footballer of the Year Mane 
and Paris Saint-Germain midfielder Idrissa Gueye in 
the starting line-up, Senegal were expected to 
secure maximum points without undue difficulty. The 
opening 20 minutes were controlled by the Teranga 
Lions, who camped in the Zimbabwe half and passed 
the ball casually while their opponents did a lot of 
chasing at a sparsely populated Stade de Kouekong. 

Senegal issued a declaration of their intentions 
within 45 seconds of the kick-off in 30 degrees cel-
sius heat when Bouna Sarr fired narrowly wide from 
just outside the box. Sarr from German and 
European giants Bayern Munich went even closer 
midway through the opening half with a shot across 
the goal that was just off target. After a quiet start, 
Mane burst between two defenders on 24 minutes 
only to see his low shot, aimed at the far corner of 
the net, blocked by goalkeeper Petros Mhari. 

As the half progressed Zimbabwe began to move 
into Senegalese territory and should have done bet-
ter from a free-kick inside the D with 30 minutes 
gone. Captain Knowledge Musona took the set-
piece and should have at least found the target 
instead of watching his tame attempt go harmlessly 
wide. As half-time approached in the western high-
lands of Cameroon, Mane turned provider, setting up 
unmarked Gueye, who was let down by his first touch 
as he was poised to shoot at goal. 

A goalless opening half ended with Senegal back 
on the attack and Fode Ballo Toure firing into the side 
netting. The second half followed a similar pattern to 
the first as Senegal dominated possession without 
seriously threatening to take the lead. Mhari rescued 
Zimbabwe 16 minutes from time when he dived to cut 
off a cross destined for Mane at the far post. Senegal 
survived a scare as full-time loomed with a Zimbabwe 
free-kick creating a half chance before the ball was 

grasped by goalkeeper Seny Dieng.  
Meanwhile, Julio Tavares scored the winner as 

Cape Verde began their Africa Cup of Nations cam-
paign with a 1-0 victory on Sunday over Ethiopia 
who played most of the game with 10 men. The 
Saudi-based striker headed Cape Verde ahead in 
first-half stoppage time in Yaounde after Ethiopia 
had defender Yared Bayeh sent off with just 12 min-
utes gone. 

Cape Verde, whose three Cup of Nations appear-
ances have all come since 2013, won for just the sec-
ond time at the tournament and sit level on points 
with hosts Cameroon at the top of Group A. Ethiopia 
faced an increasingly uphill challenge after Bayeh’s 
yellow card was upgraded to red following a VAR 
review for his tackle on Tavares as the Cape Verde 
player ran through on goal. 

Teklemariam Shanko produced a brilliant save to 
claw the ball to safety after Ethiopia defender 
Mignot Debebe diverted a cross towards his own 
goal. Cape Verde made their extra man count late in 
the first half as Garry Rodrigues hooked a cross back 
towards goal where it was nodded in from close 
range by Tavares. An inspired Shanko kept Ethiopia 
in the game with a string of stops, but they created 
little in attack to trouble Cape Verde and already 
look set for an early exit with games to come against 
Cameroon and Burkina Faso.  

In another development, Vincent Aboubakar 

scored a brace of penalties to give hosts Cameroon 
a 2-1 win over Burkina Faso on Sunday in Yaounde 
as the Africa Cup of Nations finally got under way 
after a build-up troubled by the coronavirus. A raft 
of positive COVID-19 cases among competing 
teams has marked the days leading up to the tourna-
ment, while organizers chose to cap crowd limits at 
60 percent of capacity, or 80 percent when the 
hosts play. 

However, the party was not spoiled for the home 
team as they came from behind to beat the 2013 Cup 
of Nations runners-up at the 60,000-seat Olembe 
Stadium, where celebratory fireworks lit up the 
evening sky at the end of the game. Burkina Faso 
were dealt a blow on the eve of the tournament when 
it emerged that coach Kamou Malo and several play-
ers had tested positive for the coronavirus, leaving 
assistant coach Firmin Sanou to take charge. 

Nevertheless , Gustavo Sangare gave the 
Stallions the lead midway through the first half in 
the Group A match before Aboubakar equalized 
from the spot five minutes prior to the interval after 
a VAR review confirmed a foul by Bertrand Traore 
on Andre-Frank Zambo Anguissa. The 29-year-old 
Aboubakar, who netted the winner in the 2017 Cup 
of Nations final against Egypt, then scored what 
proved to be the decider in first-half stoppage time 
and he was only denied a hat-trick by an offside 
flag after the break. — AFP  

LOS ANGELES: The San Francisco 49ers punched their 
ticket to the NFL post-season for the second time in 
eight years on Sunday, rallying from a 17-point deficit for 
a thrilling 27-24 overtime win over the Los Angeles Rams. 
The 49ers, who started the season 3-5, were down 17-0 
in the first half against the Rams before they orchestrated 
one of the biggest comebacks of the NFL regular season, 
which wrapped up Sunday. 

“We are dangerous, real dangerous. It is about to get 
scary, let’s go,” said Niners running back Deebo Samuel, 
who ran for a touchdown and also finished off a trick 
play by throwing for one. The Rams clinched the NFC 
West title despite the defeat, but they dropped to the 
No 4 seed in the NFC. Gritty quarterback Jimmy 
Garoppolo played through a painful thumb injury for the 
49ers, completing 23-of-32 passes for 316 yards with a 
touchdown. 

“It was tested,” Garoppolo said of the thumb. “We 
got the win and that is all that matters.” Garoppolo 
drove the 49ers down the field in overtime, setting the 
stage for Robbie Gould’s game-winning field goal from 
24 yards. San Francisco cornerback Ambry Thomas 
helped seal the win late in the fourth with his first career 
interception. 

The Las Vegas Raiders also needed overtime to punch 
their playoff ticket, eliminating the Los Angeles Chargers 
with a 35-32 victory. They reached the post-season for 
the first time since 2016 - and ensured that the Pittsburgh 
Steelers advanced. The Raiders led 29-14 after Daniel 
Carlson’s 52-yard field goal with 8:23 left in the fourth 
quarter. But the Chargers roared back. Quarterback Justin 
Herbert connected with Joshua Palmer on a 23-yard 
touchdown pass on fourth down to pull within 29-20. 

Herbert then engineered a 19-play, 83-yard drive that 

included three fourth-down conversions and finished with 
Herbert’s touchdown pass to Mike Williams. Carlson boot-
ed his fourth field goal of the game to put the Raiders up 
32-29 in overtime. But the Chargers responded with a 41-
yard field goal from Dustin Hopkins. 

From there a rare NFL tie result was possible-which 
would have seen both teams advance to the playoffs and 
the Steelers be shut out. The Raiders went for the win 
and Carlson came through. “We knew no matter what, 
we didn’t want to tie, we wanted to win the football 
game,” said Raiders quarterback Derek Carr, who com-
pleted 20 of 36 passes for 186 yards and two touch-
downs. “Obviously if you tie you’re in and all, you think 
all those things, but my mindset all day was to make sure 
we were the only team moving on after this.” 

The Steelers had kept their hopes alive with a 16-13 
overtime win over the Baltimore Ravens. The victory, 
coupled with the Jacksonville Jaguars’ 26-11 victory 
over the Indianapolis Colts, meant the Steelers would 
advance as long as the Chargers and Raiders didn’t tie. 
Kicker Chris Boswell booted a 36-yard field goal with 
just under two minutes left in overtime to seal the 
Steelers win.  — AFP 

49ers stun Rams  
27-24; Raiders  
edge Chargers

LOS ANGELES: Three-time NBA champion Klay 
Thompson returned from a 31-month injury absence 
on Sunday as the Golden State Warriors celebrated 
“Klay Day” with a 96-82 victory over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. Thompson - who won titles with the 
Warriors in 2015, 2017 and 2018 - received a raptur-
ous welcome at Chase Center in San Francisco. It was 
his first game in the arena, which the Warriors have 
only called home since September 2019. 

Thompson scored the Warriors’ first basket of the 
game on their first possession, dispelling any doubt 
that he was back with a thundering dunk with 2:56 
remaining in the first half, driving past Cleveland center 
Jarrett Allen and ramming the ball home over two Cavs 
defenders. It brought fans to their feet, as did the 
scowl he threw over his shoulder as he ran back down 
the court on defense. Before the half ended, he also 
had the first of his three three-pointers. 

There was nothing tentative in Thompson’s game as 
he played just under 20 minutes in bursts of four to five 
minutes in each quarter. He scored 17 points on 7-of-
18 shooting, grabbed three rebounds and blocked a 
shot as the Warriors snapped a two-game skid and 
improved to 30-9 - matching the Phoenix Suns for 
best record in the league. “I was just happy to be out 
there doing what I love again,” Thompson told NBA 
TV. “Getting my rhythm back, it feels really good.” 

Thompson last played in an NBA game on June 13, 
2019, when he tore the anterior cruciate ligament in his 
left knee in game six of the NBA Finals. He was on his 
way back from that injury when, more than 17 months 
later, he tore his right Achilles tendon. Thompson’s 
teammates, including Stephen Curry and Draymond 

Green, started celebrating his return early, all entering 
the arena and warming up in various versions of 
Thompson’s No. 11 jersey. The roar when he was intro-
duced before the game was deafening. “I got a lot of 
old feelings again about game days - it was surreal,” 
Thompson said. 

“The ovation to start the game, I just am so grateful 
for these fans. It was special. “I’m never going to forget 
this night,” added Thompson, who departed in the 
fourth quarter to chants of “Klay! Klay! Klay!” Curry 
led the Warriors with 28 points. Green was injured but 
was in the starting lineup for the tip-off of Thompson’s 
comeback before sitting out the rest of the contest. “I 
was amazed at his poise out there, his confidence after 
being out for so long,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr said.  

Elsewhere, Ja Morant contributed to the day’s high-
light reel in the Memphis Grizzlies’ 127-119 victory over 
the Los Angeles Lakers. The Grizzlies set a club record 
with their ninth straight victory. Morant scored 16 points 
and set a tone with a monster block on Avery Bradley in 
the first quarter and threw down an alley-oop dunk off a 
feed from Desmond Bane in the third. The Grizzlies con-
nected on 54 percent of their shots from the field. Bane 
chipped in 23 points as Memphis withstood a 35-point 
performance from Lakers star LeBron James to halt Los 
Angeles’ four-game winning streak. 

In Brooklyn, rookie Cam Thomas drove for the 
game-winning basket with 1.7 seconds left in overtime 
as the Nets salvaged a 121-119 victory over the San 
Antonio Spurs. The Nets, coming off an emphatic loss 
to the reigning NBA champion Milwaukee Bucks on 
Friday, got a much-needed victory on their Barclays 
Center home court, where they hadn’t won since 
December 16. The star-studded Nets - led by 28 
points from Kevin Durant, plus 26 points, 12 assists and 
seven rebounds from James Harden - squandered a 12-
point lead with 4:59 remaining in regulation against a 
Spurs team lying 10th in the Western Conference. 

In Dallas, Luka Doncic posted a triple-double of 22 
points, 14 rebounds and 14 assists to lead the 
Mavericks to a 113-99 victory over Chicago that ended 
the Bulls’ nine-game win streak. — AFP 

Warriors celebrate  
Thompson’s NBA  
return with a win

INGLEWOOD: Matthew Stafford #9 of the Los 
Angeles Rams passes in the fourth quarter against 
the San Francisco 49ers at SoFi Stadium on January 
09, 2022. — AFP 


