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KUWAIT: Tajikistan introduced entry 
visa exemption for citizens of 52 countries, 
including Kuwait, through a resolution 
issued on Oct 26, 2021, which became 
effective on Jan 1, 2022. Tajik Ambassador 
to Kuwait Dr Zubaydullo Zubaydzoda 
confirmed the initiative as the first of its 
kind since Tajikistan gained independence. 
“The government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan included Kuwait in the list of the 
countries whose nationals can enter 
Tajikistan without the need for a prior visa, 
given the positive relations between 
Tajikistan and Kuwait as well the Tajik 
government’s eagerness to strengthen and 
develop relations with Kuwait in all areas 
of common interest,” he said during a 
press conference on Monday. 

“This decision enables all Kuwaiti citi-
zens to travel to Tajikistan without a prior 
visa as of January 1, 2022 to reside in the 
country for a maximum period of 30 days,” 
the ambassador mentioned. In case visitors 
decide to stay longer than the indicated 
period, he said they can extend their visas 
by applying to relevant authorities. 
“Tajikistan’s initiative on visa waiver for 
Kuwaiti brothers will contribute to the 
influx of tourists, visitors and investors 
from Kuwait to Tajikistan,” Zubaydzoda 
said. 

“Having announced this wise and 
important step, we look forward to the piv-
otal role of the authorities and depart-
ments in charge of business, trade, invest-
ment and tourism to take Tajikistan as a 
promising destination for them. We also 
look forward to positive steps and initia-

tives from the airlines of the two countries 
to launch regular direct flights between the 
cities of the two countries. Tajikistan is 
an attractive tourism destination,” the 
envoy said. 

Zubaydzoda expressed his sincer-
est gratitude and appreciation to HH 
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for their 
continuous support of relations 
between Tajikistan and Kuwait. The 
embassy also thanked the govern-
ment and ministry of foreign affairs 
of Kuwait for providing all forms of sup-
port and for ensuring conducive condi-
tions for the embassy to carry out its 
tasks in the best way for the benefit of 

strengthening relations between the two 
brotherly countries.  

“We are blessed with favorable climate, 
picturesque nature, mountains and tower-
ing peaks, historical and cultural sites, in 
addition to potential for eco, medical and 

sports tourism. Tajikistan will become a 
promising destination for Arab visitors, 

especially Kuwait and Gulf tourists, 
because it is a Muslim country and 
shares many commonalities including 
but not limited to spiritual, cultural and 
civilizational values with Arabs,” he said.  

Tajikistan considers Kuwait an 
important partner at the international 
and regional levels, and is keen to 
strengthen cooperation with it at all lev-
els, including economic, commercial, 
investment and tourism cooperation. In 
this context, Tajikistan will host the next 
session of the joint committee on trade, 

economic and technical issues in 
Dushanbe. On the sidelines of this session, 
a business forum will be held with the par-
ticipation of investment, economic and 

trade departments from both sides.  
“We also have a plan to organize an 

exhibition of agricultural products of 
Tajikistan in Kuwait. Given the great 
interest by Kuwait to building a strong 
and competitive economy by improving 
the investment environment at home and 
abroad, as well as the developments wit-
nessed by Tajikistan in terms of con-
ducive climate to attract and encourage 
investments, Tajikistan looks forward to 
strengthening and revitalizing invest-
ment cooperation in the fields of indus-
try and modern technologies, agricul-
ture, energy, transport and tourism. 
Development and diversification of 
industries is one of the most important 
strategic goals of Tajikistan,” 
Zubaydzoda said. 
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KUWAIT: Tajik Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Zubaydullo Zubaydzoda attends a press confer-
ence on Monday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Tajik Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Zubaydullo Zubaydzoda tours a photo gallery on the 
sidelines of the press conference. 
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KUWAIT: Director-General of the 
Islamic World Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (ICESCO) Dr 
Salim Al-Malik said yesterday the State 
of Kuwait has taken the lead in investing 
in the human capital. He made his 
remarks during his official three days 
visit to the country on an invitation from 
the chairman of the national Kuwaiti 
committee for education, science and 
culture in the education ministry. He 
added that Kuwait’s policy and vision 
have provided training and rehabilitation 
services, opportunities for university 
education and scholarships, support tal-
ent, creativity and innovation, and 
encouraged young people to launch 
projects. He stressed that investing in 
human capital is one of the pillars of 
development and advancement and fac-
ing challenges, while failing in this field 
leads to extremism, sowing hatred and 
moral decay. 

Malik pointed out that Kuwait attach-
es a special importance to the preserva-
tion and valorization of tangible and 
intangible heritage in the Islamic world, 
as a founding Member and supporter of 
the Organization. “ICESCO has made 
significant efforts to inscribe the largest 
number possible of historical sites and 
cultural elements on the Islamic World 

Heritage List,” he underscored. He indi-
cated that during the past two years, the 
organization had developed its struc-
tures and procedural and legal regula-
tions and made use of modern technolo-
gies in financial and administrative per-
formance, as well as attracting distin-
guished and young competencies to look 
at a better future. He noted that Kuwait 
empowers women at all levels in the 
public and private sectors, especially 
that “Kuwaiti women are strongly pres-
ent in the cultural, artistic, literary and 
other fields,” pointing out that women in 
Arab countries have begun to take a 
leading position. 

The meeting brought together several 
advisors and assistants of the Center’s 
President, Dr Waleed Al-Seif, head of the 
Islamic World Heritage Committee, Dr 
Ahmed Said Bah, Advisor to ICESCO 
DG for Partnerships and International 
Cooperation, and Yousef Al-Najjar, 
Assistant Undersecretary of the Kuwaiti 
Ministry of Education for Financial 
Affairs. At the end of the meeting, the 
two parties agreed to cooperate in hold-
ing intellectual seminars and specialized 
meetings between researchers and 
experts in fields of common interest. The 
organization will provide historical and 
scientific materials on the archaeological 

sites and heritage monuments of Kuwait 
and share it’s electronic and knowledge 
resources on the “ICESCO Digital 
House”. 

 
Closer cooperation 

On Monday, Secretary General of 
National Council for Culture, Arts and 
Literature (NCCAL) Kamel Al-Abdul 
Jaleel and the ISESCO chief discussed 
the means of promoting cooperation 
between their two organizations. During 
the meeting, Al-Abdul Jaleel reviewed 

NCCAL’s achievements and effective 
role in creating a fertile cultural atmos-
phere in Kuwait, said NCCAL Assistant 
Secretary General and spokesman Issa 
Al-Ansari in a press statement. 

Ansari added that Al-Malik lauded 
the NCCAL’s role as an outstanding cul-
tural mark locally and regionally. He 
pointed out Malik showed the organiza-
tion’s interest in listing heritage and 
archaeological sites in many Arab and 
Islamic regions through an integration 
agreement with the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). More than 366 
heritage and archaeological sites have 
been listed in the Islamic world, hoping 
to add 1,000 more sites by 2025, he said. 
Ansari stated that Malik referred to 
working on establishing scientific 
research in many fields, especially the 
field of arts and literature, in cooperation 
with many international universities in 
Berlin, Argentina, France and Korea, in 
addition to promote ties with the 
NCCAL. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: A group photo taken on the sidelines of the meeting between Secretary General of NCCAL Kamel Al-Abdul Jaleel and the 
ISESCO chief Dr Salim Al-Malik. — KUNA
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The Food and Drug Administration granted emer-

gency authorization for the surgery on New Year’s Eve, 
as a last ditch effort for a patient who was unsuitable for 
conventional transplant. 

“This was a breakthrough surgery and brings us one 
step closer to solving the organ shortage crisis,” said 
Bartley Griffith, who surgically transplanted the pig 
heart. “We are proceeding cautiously, but we are also 
optimistic that this first-in-the-world surgery will pro-

vide an important new option for patients in the future.” 
Muhammad Mohiuddin, who co-founded the univer-

sity’s cardiac xenotransplantation program, added the 
surgery was the culmination of years or research, 
involving pig-to-baboon transplants, with survival times 
that exceeded nine months. “The successful procedure 
provided valuable information to help the medical com-
munity improve this potentially life-saving method in 
future patients,” he said. 

Bennett’s donor pig belonged to a herd that had 
undergone genetic editing procedures. Three genes 
that would have led to rejection of pig organs by 
humans were “knocked out”, as was a gene that 
would have led to excessive growth of pig heart tis-
sue. Six human genes responsible for human accept-
ance were inserted into the genome, for a total of 10 
unique gene edits. — AFP 
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Ibrahim said he took pride in taking only 

Lebanese nationals on his boats, and even then, only 
those who can produce civil registry documents. “I 
get requests from Palestinians and Syrians but I am 
responsible only for my own countrymen,” said 

Ibrahim, a former school bus driver whose tum-
bling income led him to people smuggling. “There 
are many Lebanese who want to leave... They are 
ready to sell their houses, sell their cars, sell every-
thing, just to make it out.” 

Lebanon, a country of around six million peo-
ple, is l ike a sinking ship, grappling with an 
unprecedented financial crisis that the World Bank 
says is on a scale usually associated with wars. 
The currency has crashed, people’s purchasing 
power has plummeted and the monthly minimum 
wage is now worth $22. The UN’s refugee agency 
UNHCR said at least 1,570 individuals, including 
186 Lebanese nationals, had embarked or tried to 
embark on illicit sea journeys from Lebanon 
between Jan and Nov 2021. 

Most were hoping to reach European Union 
member Cyprus, an island 175 km away. This is up 
from 270 passengers, including 40 Lebanese in 
2019, UNHCR spokesperson Lisa Abou Khaled told 
AFP. “In previous years, the vast majority of pas-
sengers were Syrians, while in 2020 and 2021, a 
notable number of Lebanese joined these move-
ments,” she said. Lives have been lost, including 

those of two little children, during attempted cross-
ings over the past two years, though there is little 
data and no exact toll. 

The Lebanese army said it is diligently moni-
toring the 225-km coastline with radar systems 
and patrol boats. A joint maritime operations room 
facilitates coordination between naval forces and 
other security agencies as well authorities in 
Cyprus. “In 2020, the navy succeeded in seizing 
about 20 boats and detaining 596 people,” the 
army said. The army said that “Lebanese nationals 
who know their way around the country’s coast-
line” are the most common smuggling culprits. 

They include Ibrahim who said he organized 
an illicit sea crossing to Europe in 2019 for a 
Lebanese fami ly  of  f ive  now res id ing in 
Germany. Since then, he said he has organized 
nine others, including his latest in September 
which saw 25 Lebanese nationals arrive in Italy. 
With prices ranging from $2,500 per person for 
a trip to Cyprus to up to $7,000 to get to Italy, 
Ibrahim said he can make up to $5,000 profit 
from a single boat journey. “We used to have to 
advertise our trips,” he said. “Now people come 
running to us.” 

Sitting on a bench on Tripoli’s coast, Bilal 
Moussa, 34, was watching the giant waves that 
almost swallowed him in November. Taking a long 
drag from a cigarette, the father of three said he 
would try again. “There is no future here, not for 
us and not for our children,” said Moussa, who 
quit his supermarket job because his monthly 
salary of $55 barely paid for his commute. 

In September, Moussa decided to attempt the 
sea voyage to Italy. He sold his car and borrowed 
$1,500 from a friend to cover the $4,000 for the 
trip. — AFP 
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 figure compared with the hundreds of thousands 

emerging daily in global hotspots such as the United 
States. But they are a cause of alarm for Chinese 
authorities as Beijing prepares to host the Winter 
Games, with the event already expected to have tight 
coronavirus safety protocols. Hong Kong, which has 
some of the toughest coronavirus border restrictions 
in the world, also ramped up its curbs yesterday to 
fight an Omicron outbreak, shutting kindergartens 
and primary schools until early February. 

The same day, Japan extended until the end of 

next month a strict COVID border policy that bars 
almost all new foreign arrivals. Japanese authorities 
also announced the reopening of mass vaccination 
centers as they fight an Omicron-fueled surge. 
Health experts maintain vaccines are among the 
most potent tools available against the pandemic. 

But the deep skepticism and often violent oppo-
sition to jabs in many countries came into sharp 
focus last week when Australia cancelled the visa of 
the world’s top men’s tennis player over COVID 
shot requirements. The unjabbed, vaccine-sceptic 
Novak Djokovic won a legal challenge against the 
government on Monday, however, and is looking to 
defend his Australian Open title despite an outpour-
ing of anger in the country over his exemption. “I 
can imagine some people will be pretty angry about 
it,” said 22-year-old fan Harrison Denicolo, who felt 
Djokovic should be allowed to play. — AFP 
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